
EDUCATION 


POLITICS 


CLAIRE TILTMAN 


WEEKLY FREE NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR Mid Edition No 638 


I0IF ENERGY London and South of England Media Awards 


Is grammar set 
for Sevenoaks? 

Plan looks to get the nod 


Face-to-face with 
MP Holloway 

• Tory on war and Ukip 


Vote for our 
golden girls 

Sports Personality 
iftd'Year is tonight 


THE SKODA FABIA v r^-xr^~\r 

rfT M \ H ■ ^ H m [Hi * ■ 

with Byears' / ^ » Jf9. 

servicing included"' @ 


□ Motorline SKODA Medway 
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www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 
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Official fuel consumption in mpg (litres/lOOkm) for the Fabia Hatch SE 1.2 12V 69PS: Urban 38.7 (7.3), Extra Urban 62.8 (4.5), Combined 51.4 (5.5). C0 2 emissions for the Fabia Hatch SE 1.2 12V 69PS 
128g/km. Standard EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 

















The best garage 
is a safe one 



Security, convenience & reliability 


When it comes to remote controlled 
rolling garage door systems, Essati is a 
leader in innovation and quality. 

Since 1995 Essati has been an inventive roller 
shutter garage door company catering for the 
needs of the residential market place. 


In 2006 Essati introduced the insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door system, a sleek and beautiful 
modern rollerdoor of superior quality, conveniently 
operated by a small hand held key fob. This 
system combines security, convenience and 
reliability, with a beautiful stylish door of infinity, 
and it's completely maintenance free! 


ESSATI 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
01245 396910 


Remote controlled insulated aluminium rolling garage door 
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Don’t let our Christmas 
traditions be eradicated 


THERE is absolutely no denying, 
despite what some may suggest, that 
Britain’s multi-cultural blend is what 
has made this nation even greater. 

However, we should always 
remember that while influences from 
afar may seep into our way of life, we 
must retain our core values and 
continue to build on the cultural 
bricks upon which we have construct¬ 
ed the foundations of our society. 

I say this as, once again, there 
seems to be another shift away from 
our schools conducting nativity 
plays this festive season for fear 
of offending or excluding 
pupils or parents. 

It is, of course, a very 
Christian attitude to consider 
everyone, but believe them or 
not, Christian attitudes 
underpin our very modern 
society and to lose them and 
the traditions that come 
with them, would be 
an irreversible 
tragedy. 


If we went to a foreign land with 
different traditions, we would, 
undoubtedly, look to respect and 
indulge them. 

That, after all, is what happens if 
you opt to live or visit a country with 
a particularly set of cultural values. 
You adapt. 

There is an issue of political 
correctness which has eroded British 
traditional values in recent years. 
And while it is right to ensure we 
respect other cultures, we should 
ensure they respect ours too. And, 
more to the point, we stand firm 
and strong in our support of 
our own traditions. 

Christmas is a time when 
we should all unite. Regard¬ 
less of faith, we should, as a 
nation, simply seek to come 
together for a winter festival 
built around the birth of Jesus 
and the Christian story 
we should all 
continue to 
celebrate. 



■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, c/o Halton House, 20-23 Holborn, London, EC1 2JD, or viacomplaints@ipso.co. 
uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Kitchen Sale 
Now On 

top °* e®. 

Range ama *'"ns 

oualW KttcMne 
1 . ftreat Pnces 

acker Shaker 
Display Kitchen 

Including Neff Double oven, Siemens 6 Ring Gas Hob, Gutman 
Cooker Hood, Blanco sink & taps 
Was £7599 Now £2999 


Swans have been supplying top-quality kitchens 
and bathrooms at best-value prices to customers 
throughout the south of England for 30 years. We 
specialise in top-of-the-range German kitchen 
units and worktops, plus appliances. 

Swans will create the kitchen of your dreams, 
tailored to your personal needs but at superstore 
prices. 

You’ll be amazed at our amazing quality and 
service and value-for-money prices... 



Hacker Cashmere 

Including Siemens Single Oven, Siemens Combi Oven, 
Microwave, Siemens warming Drawer, Neff built under fridge & 
freezer, Siemens dishwasher, Siemens induction hob, Blanco 
Sink & Taps 

Was £9599 Now £4499 




acker Alanta Wa 






Neff Integrated Fridge, Neff Douvle Oven, Neff Microwave, Neff 
Induction Hob, Neff Telespoic Cooker Hood, Blanco Sink & Tap 
Neff Integrated dishwasher 
Was £8999 Now 4299 


r 




01474 569070 | www.swanskitchens-bathrooms.co.uk 
2&3 Echo Square, Cross Lane East, Gravesend, Kent, DAI2 1NP 
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Claire Tiltman murder verdict... Special Report 
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‘Evil’ Ash-Smith guilty of 
killing schoolgirl Claire 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


IT TOOK 21 years, but finally, the 
man long linked with her murder 
was this week given a life sentence 
for the brutal, random killing of 
teenager Claire Tiltman. 

Described by Dartford MP 
Gareth Johnson as “evil to the 
core”, former milkman Colin 
Ash-Smith, 46, was found guilty 
by a jury at the Inner London 
Crown Court. They took just three 
hours to reach a verdict. 

On Friday, he was handed a 
minimum 21-year jail term for the 
crime which stunned the county. 

Claire, who was preparing to take 
her GCSEs at Dartford Grammar 
School, had been walking to see a 
friend on January 18,1993, just days 
after her birthday. 

She never reached her destina¬ 
tion. As she walked down an 
alleyway close to London Road in 
Greenhithe, she was stabbed 
repeatedly. She managed to stagger 
out of the alleyway to raise the 
alarm but could not survive. 

Ash-Smith is already serving 
three life sentences for attempted 
murder, attempted rape, kidnap 
and grievous bodily harm with 



VICTIM AND KILLER: Claire Tiltman, left, was stabbed to death by Colin Ash-Smith, right. 


intent. He was originally jailed at 
the Old Baily in 1997. 

But he had always been the 
number one suspect in the case of 
Claire Tiltman. However, his 
mother, a former local Labour 
councillor and Swanscombe 
mayor, provided him with an alibi. 

She was covering for him though. 
Ash-Smith had snapped after seeing 


Claire on a zebra crossing. 

He would evade justice for his 
horrific act, however, until this week. 

As one of the county’s longest- 
running cold-cases, senior 
investigating officer Detective 
Superintendent Rob Vinson said 
his team never gave up hope of 
finding her killer. 

He said: “Every single one of the 


officers who have worked on this 
case over the last two decades have 
refused to allow Claire’s killer to go 
unaccounted for and escape justice. 

“The investigation team has 
meticulously built this case over a 
number of years. I’m pleased the 
jury reached the only conclusion - 
that Colin Ash-Smith was respon¬ 
sible for Claire’s murder.” 


Vile murderer attended the 
funeral of teen he stabbed 



FUNERAL: Ash-Smith pictured at Claire’s funeral in 1993 


THREE years after Claire Tiltman 
was killed, Colin Ash-Smith was 
arrested just hours after attacking 
a 21-year-old woman with a knife 
in Station Road, Greenhithe, on 
October 17,1995. 

A search of his distinctive white 
Ford Capri uncovered one half of a 
school tie which police established 
had been used in the rape, kidnap 
and attempted murder of a 
27-year-old woman in Swans¬ 
combe on December 21, 1988. 

In December 1996 he appeared 
at the Old Bailey and pleaded guilty 
to both attacks. He was given life 
imprisonment. 

At the time of his arrest, 
Ash-Smith denied any involvement 
in Claire’s death. 

Ash-Smith knew Claire and her 
family. He met her through the 
local Royal British Legion Club. He 
even attended her funeral, despite 
having killed her. 

He rang police the day after her 
death to admit to being in the area 
and possibly having spotted her 
crossing the road. It was just a ruse 


to explain why his car may have 
been spotted in the area. 

Cold case investigators also 
found that during his time in 
prison for the 1988 and 1995 
attacks, Ash-Smith befriended a 
fellow prisoner in which he 
confessed to attacking someone he 
saw using a zebra crossing. 


The prisoner assumed the 
confession was for a crime 
Ash-Smith was already convicted 
of. But the zebra crossing was only 
relevant in the case of Claire. 

On February 28, Ash-Smith was 
charged with her murder. This 
week he starts to rot in jail for his 
crime. 



ALLEY: Claire’s murder scene 

Tragedy of a 
ruined family 

THE death of Claire Tiltman would 
have a devastating impact on her 
family. 

As an only child, it forced her 
grief-stricken parents into a pit of 
despair from which they would never 
recover. 

Her mother, Lin, would pass away 
in 2008. She was just 56. 

Her father, Cliff, fought tirelessly to 
keep the memory of his daughter alive 
and for justice to finally be served. But 
in 2012, after years of illness, he passed 
away. He was just 62. 

Even on his death bed, he pleaded 
for the killer to come forward. 
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Games get set for return of Geek for 2015 expo 


VIDEO game festival Geek has confirmed it is 
returning to Margate for a three-day event in February. 

The popular show focuses on the evolution of 
gaming offering more than 1,000 playable video 
games to play on hundreds of consoles. 

They date back from the 1970s to the latest batch of 
next-generation consoles such as the PlayStation 4 and 


Xbox One. Aside from hundreds of consoles, there are 
also multi-player opportunities. 

Geek (Gaming Expo East Kent) will take place at 
Margate’s Winter Gardens from February 20-22. 

Other activities at the event include workshops, 
cards, panel discussions, developer talks and 
tournaments. 


Last gasp hope to save 
airport is kicked into 
touch as CPO is rejected 


By Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archantco.uk 


WITH local campaigners protesting 
outside the chambers, Thanet Dis¬ 
trict Council voted unanimously to 
reject plans to serve a compulsory 
purchase order (CPO) on Manston 
Airport’s new owners. 

The decision could deal the final 
death blow to hopes that the airport 
might be resurrected. 

The CPO would have enabled the 
council to buy the site without its 
owners’ consent, allowing them to 
sell it on to a partner who would 
have reopened it as an airport. 

However, councillors took the de¬ 
cision after debating a report, re¬ 
leased last week by council officers, 
which advised against pursuing a 
CPO on the site. 

It now looks likely that the former 
airport, which was closed in May by 
former owner, Ann Gloag, with the loss 
of around 140 jobs, will remain shut. 

American consortium, RiverOak, 
which made three offers for the air- 



MANSTON : On the ropes 


port when it was put on the market 
earlier in the year by Ms Gloag, re¬ 
acted angrily to the council report 
earlier in the week. 

Its CEO, Steven DeNardo, wrote an 


open letter criticising the council, 
stating it was guilty of ‘fabricating’ 
rules about the CPO funding process. 

He wrote that the council’s re¬ 
quirement for RiverOak to prove 
that it has funding to cover the cost 
of the CPO, acquire the airport and 
bring it back into use, has no basis in 
government rules for the process. 

He said in the letter that ‘the re¬ 
port is misleading, full of inaccura¬ 
cies and omissions, and misrepre¬ 
sents our submission to the council.’ 

The council told KoS it was 
“disappointing to see such an 
inflammatory and inaccurate 
response”. 

A spokesman said: “Given the 
risks involved in pursuing a CPO, it 
would be totally unacceptable for 
the council to agree an indemnity 
partner which failed to provide the 
appropriate assurances.” 

The site’s new owners, Trevor 
Cartner and Chris Musgrave, who 
own nearby Discovery Park, say 
they want to redevelop the site into a 
mixed use hub. 



HAPPY: New mum Kaddy Lee-Preston 

Kaddy delight 
as she gives 
birth to girl 

TV WEATHER presenter Kaddy 
Lee-Preston is enjoying her first 
weekend as a mother after giving birth 
to a healthy baby girl this week. 

The popular star kept her fans 
waiting though - she was almost three 
weeks past her due date. 

But it all ended up well with little 
Albany Rainbird Wilkinson weighing in 
at 61b and lOoz. 

Both mother and child are doing well. 

Speaking to KoS on Friday, Ms 
Lee-Preston, who lives near Ashford, 
said the link between her daughter’s 
middle name and the profession which 
made her famous is merely coincidental. 

She said: “The middle name is her 
grandmother’s maiden name so it’s nice 
to have a weather theme! ”. 

Ms Lee-Preson is best known for her 
role on BBC South East Today and 
presenting local magazine programme 
Inside Out. 

The 36-year-old left the BBC in 2012 
to pursue a successful freelance career, 
although still continued to make 
regular appearances on the show. She 
had been working right up until her due 
date last month. 

Her final public engagement was 
presenting the Kent on Sunday and 
Kent Life Food & Drink Awards in 
Maidstone. 


Paramount park and 
BBC strike agreement 

CHIEFS behind the London Paramount Resort 
have signed a major deal with the BBC to feature 
the broadcaster’s brands in the multi-billion 
pound entertainment park. 

The resort, due to open in Easter 2020, has a 
major licensing deal in place with Hollywood 
studio Paramount. But it allows for other deals to 
be struck too. And, as reported in KoS last month, 
it was particularly keen to ensure British TV and 
culture was represented too. 

The partnership will mean that some of the best 
loved and celebrated programmes and charac¬ 
ters to appear on British TV and radio in recent 
decades could be brought to life at the proposed 
site on the Swanscombe peninsula. 

David Testa, director of LRCH, said: “We are 
delighted to bring the world’s leading public 
service broadcaster on board. It seems only right 
that its programmes will be present at the new 
resort, which will combine the glamour of 
Hollywood with the best of British culture.” 


Tributes after popular 
councillor dies at 55 

TRIBUTES have been made this week to the former 
mayor of Hythe and long-serving district councillor, 
who died suddenly last weekend. 

Keren Belcourt, a Conservative Shepway council¬ 
lor for 16 years and, at the time of her passing cabinet 
member for housing, was found dead in the hallway 
of her home by her husband. It appears she had 
collapsed. She was 55. 

Council leader David Monk said: ‘ ‘She was a star 
whose light shone brightly through everything she did.' ‘ 

Folkestone MP Damian Collins added: ‘ “The sudden 
death of a friend is always a shock to the system, 
especially when they are taken in the prime of life. 

1 ‘She brought a great personal passion to her role 
as cabinet member for housing, and in particular 
supporting the council’s work building new homes 
and bringing empty or derelict properties back into 
public use. 

‘ Cur thoughts and prayers are with her husband 
Reg and their family during these difficult days that 
they will face together.’ ’ 


Magic touch to help 
fight pickpockets 

A MAGICIAN has been showing how sleight of hand 
is used by pickpockets to pinch wallets and mobile 
phones from unsuspecting victims. 

Professional Rob James teamed up with police in 
Dover to film himself with a hidden camera as he 
slipped cards the size of smartphones into people’s 
bags and pockets in the town centre. He would 
distract them by asking directions or simply do it 
without them even noticing he was nearby. 

The production team then stopped the unwitting 
shoppers, explained what had happened and filmed 
their reactions - with the aim of making them aware 
that if someone can slip something into your bag, they 
can take something out too. 

‘ ‘It was easier than I thought and we had a greater 
number of hits than we expected,’ ’ Mr James said. 

Karen Griffiths, co-ordinator of the Dover Partner¬ 
ship Against Crime, which developed the video, said: 
‘ ‘We saw so many people with their bags open and 
purses, mobile phones and other valuables clearly on 
show.” 
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What will make next week’s headlines... 


Quiz PCC Ann Barnes 
at online police chat 


YOU can get the chance to quiz 
Kent’s Police and Crime Commis¬ 
sioner Ann Barnes and the force’s 
Assistant Chief Constable Jo Shiner 
from the comfort of your home this 
week, as the duo take part in a live 
web chat. 

The one-hour session gives those 
logging in the chance to speak to 


two of the most senior policing 
figures in the county on Wednes¬ 
day, December 17, from 6.30pm. 

Mrs Barnes said: “It is an 
opportunity to have your policing 
questions answered and to find out 
what the force is doing to tackle 
crime and anti-social behaviour in 
your area, so please do get involved.” 



The public can watch other 
questions and the answers during 
the session. To take part, visit 
www.kent.police.uk/onlinemeeting 
and follow the link to the web chat. 


Renew your school child's 
half-year bus pass now 


APPLICATIONS are being 
invited this week to renew 
half-year Young Persons’ Travel 
passes. 

The pass allows pupils aged 
1 l-to-16 to benefit from 
school-day bus travel, 6am to 
7pm, for a fixed fee of £200, until 
the end of the summer term. 

When the new pass was 


introduced in September, 
parents and carers were, for the 
first time, offered the opportu¬ 
nity to purchase half-year 
passes, enabling them to spread 
the cost. 

Applications for the new year 
term must be received by 
January 9. For details, see 
www.kent.gov.uk. 


...also_ 

BBC cathedral series 

THE second episode in a documentary 
series looking at Canterbury Cathedral 
airs on the BBC at 9pm on Monday night. 

The series on BBC Two follows life at the 
cathedral, home of the Church of England, 
over the course of a year. 


Boundary consultation 

A CONSULTATION into changes to bounda¬ 
ries covered by councillors at Kent County 
Council gets into full swing this week. 

It forms part of the first phase of an 
electoral review. 

Full story - turn to page 12. 


No police strike here 

KENT Police staff will not be taking part in 
a 24-hour strike tomorrow. 

The strike, which does not include 
officers, was called by Unison in a dispute 
over pay. Kent Police staff did not take part 
in the vote to walk-out. 


Forum's hotel meeting 

THE Sittingbourne Local Engagement 
Forum meets on Tuesday 
It unites local and county councillors, as 
well as representatives from the police and 
fire. The meeting takes place at the 
Coniston Hotel at 7pm. 


EARLY BIRD sale starts Saturday 27 th December 

All Early Bird Bargains are not repeatable and can 
only be purchased in-store. DOORS OPEN at 9:30am 


THE 


SAVINGS 





Nolte- 150cm Vale - Langfield HND - Vemdome Stool Vigo - Sideboard 

Classic Bedframe 2 Seater Sofa in purple in grey oak 

was £1548 SALE £1015 w as £172 5 SALE £1379 w as £17 -9 SALE £145 was-£B 7 4 SALE £1099 

EARLY BIRD £295 EARLY BIRD £495 EARLY BIRD £25 EARLY BIRD £395 







WINTER 

SALE 


j- 

Corndell - Nimbus L1210 Nolte - Coro 2 drawer Fiorucci - Light grey Nathan - Shades oak 5915 Nathan - Shades Corner 

3+6 drawer chest Bedside Chest square leather stool Glass Coffee Table Display in Teak 

was -B 5 65 >ALE £1095 was £525 SALE £245 w as - £43 9 SALE £355 RRP E - 74 9 SALE £565 RRP £1698 SALE £1275 

EARLY BIRD £349 EARLY BIRD £49 EARLY BIRD £39 EARLY BIRD £199 EARLY BIRD £365 


Clarkes 

furnishing your home 


Sandling Road, Maidstone, Kent MEM 2RF 

01622 753073 www.clarkesfurnishcrs.co.uk E 1 - 



Early bird offers are strictly first come first served and they are all one off deals, no pre-ordering or reserving available. 
Images are for illustrative purposes. 


Clarkes 

furnishing your home 

sale 
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Don’t let present pressure force 
you into turning to payday loan 

With restrictions coming into force over the level of interest rates levied on short-term loans next 
month, there are fears many will turn to payday lenders this Christmas and risk spiralling into debt 


By Molly Kersey 

moUy.kersey@archant.co.uk 


T HE problems of payday 
borrowing have been well 
documented over the 
years. Offering quick appli¬ 
cations and allowing con¬ 
sumers to take out short-term loans 
with a sky-high interest rate, they 
can create a spiral of debt if people 
miss payments. 

The Financial Conduct Authority 
(FCA) has now confirmed price cap 
rules, which promise to see the cost of 
borrowing fall and consumers never 
having to pay back more than double 
what they originally borrowed. 

But with these new changes not 
coming into effect until January 
2015, payday lenders could still hold 
a dangerous attraction as Christmas 
approaches and people find them¬ 
selves short of cash. 

Vince Maple, Labour group leader 
on Medway Council, welcomes the 
changes made by the FCA but does not 
think they go far enough in tackling 


the issues that residents have had. 

He said: “There are a number of 
countries where they have just out¬ 
lawed payday lenders completely, or 
have far greater protection laws. 

“The issue of payday lending on the 
high streets of Medway has been an 
issue Medway Labour have consis¬ 
tently campaigned on. 

“Dozens of residents have come to me. 

“People take on an initial loan and 
for various reasons they simply can’t 
afford that loan. It’s about making 
sure there’s protection for people. 
People end up in a position where 
they have huge amounts of debt. 

“The impact on people’s lives can 
be huge.” 

He added: “Payday lenders have 
taken some quite shocking tactics, 
particularly in the run up to Christ¬ 
mas, with quite exploitative adverts. 

“I hope with the FCA keeping a close 
eye on that industry now we will see 
less of that, and I haven’t got people 
coming to me in lots of debt in January. 

“Christmas has come early for the 
payday lenders because they haven’t 
got these new restrictions in place, and 



THINK: Don’t borrow today and end up living to regret it tomorrow 


Broome Park Golf Club | Barham, Nr Canterbury, Kent CT4 6QX 


FREE!!! 

1 MONTHS GOLF MEMBERSHIP 

13 Months for 
the price of 12 

December 2014 and pay no further fees until January 2016) 

5 or 7 Day Categories only 

NO JOINING FEES!! 

offer applies only to those who pay in full 
at time of joining 


EASY ACCESS FROM M2/A2 or M20 

For further information please contact Text BROOME to 67000 
Del or Claire on 01227 830728 for a chance to WIN 
www.broomepark.co.uk a tee time 
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the restrictions don’t go far enough.” 

The new price cap rules will in¬ 
clude an initial cost cap of 0.8 per 
cent per day for all high-cost, short¬ 
term credit loans, fixed default fees 
being capped at £15 to protect bor¬ 
rowers struggling to repay and a total 
cost cap of 100 per cent, which means 
borrowers must never have to pay 
back more in fees and interest than 
the amount borrowed. 

Ian Driver, Thanet South’s Green 
parliamentary candidate, is pleased 
to see these changes. 

“I think it’s long overdue. The pay¬ 
day loan companies are exploiting 



some of the most vulnerable people in 
society and I think their actions 
should be regulated,” he said. 

“I welcome very, very tight regula¬ 
tion of the industry. It should have 
been done a long time ago. I would ac¬ 
tually outlaw them altogether. 

“We have got some of the lowest lev¬ 
els of poverty and deprivation in south 
east England. I have seen it through 
my surgery work as a councillor and 
before that manager of Thanet’s Citi¬ 
zens Advice Bureau (CAB). 

“I have seen over the years just how 
horrendous these organisations can 
make life for people by getting them 
into debt that they can never pay off.” 

He also believes that people can be 
more susceptible to payday lenders 
around Christmas time. 

“That’s always been the case,” he said. 

“When I worked at the CAB, the 
weeks immediately after Christmas 
were always without fail the weeks 
when we started dealing with the 
greatest number of problems. 

“People had gone that bit far and 
not really thought of the implications 
of taking out loans or maxing out 
their credit cards and not realising 
how much money they owed. 

“Everybody wants to have a good 


time at Christmas with friends and 
family. You’re going to feel bad if you 
can’t afford to get nice presents but 
there can be a cost, especially if you’re 
not working. 

“You try your best to do the right 
thing and that can get you into an 
awful lot of trouble. 

“I’d tell anybody to think twice and 
look at the small print and look at 
your ability to pay because you could 
end up getting into a situation where 
it may be very, very difficult to repay.” 

While he believes that the way peo¬ 
ple think about money has changed 
somewhat, there is still a risk. 

“I think more people are aware 
than they used to be, definitely, be¬ 
cause so many people have had and 
are still having hard times. 

“A lot are trying to count their pen¬ 
nies and shop wisely and people who 
have debts are trying to get rid of those 
debts. But these companies are adver¬ 
tising, they use every trick in the book.” 

Credit unions have been acknowl¬ 
edged by many as a safe alternative to 
payday lenders, for those people who 
need some help with their finances. 

They are non-profit making co-opera¬ 
tives whose members can borrow from 
pooled deposits at low interest rates. 


k k Pay day lenders 
have taken some quite 
shocking tactics, 
particularly in the run 
up to Christmas, with 
quite exploitative 
advertising f f 


Vince Maple, 

Medway Labour group leader 

They encourage people to save with 
them first to build up a relationship. 

Cllr Maple explained: “I think one of 
the positives that have come from this 
is the highlighting of credit unions. 

“People do need to borrow money 
but they can do it in a way that’s ethi¬ 
cal and community focused. 

“Credit unions have been around 
for decades and decades, they are 
trusted local community alternatives. 

“If anybody is looking at 
borrowing money they should think 
about their finances very carefully 
and always consider the local credit 


union as an ethical alternative. 

“The worst thing you can do is bury 
your head in the sand. Speak to some¬ 
one like the Citizens’ Advice Bureau or 
Step Change, both of whom offer free, 
very good, impartial advice.” 

Cllr Driver agrees credit unions 
have huge benefits. 

“I couldn’t sing their praises highly 
enough, they do provide an excellent 
community service and I would advise 
people to look to them first,” he said. 

“They only lend small amounts of 
money but they lend at very good in¬ 
terest rates.” 

Chris Hunt, general manager at 
Kent Savers Credit Union, said of the 
FCA price cap rules: “They are good 
and bad. They are good in the sense 
that capping interest at 0.8 per cent 
per day means that they are going to 
be far, far cheaper than they ever were. 

“With this new cap the APR is now 
1,000 per cent. In some respects it is 
much better for the customer. 

“But the other side of it is they are 
still ten times as expensive as we are. 

“We just find it so strange that peo¬ 
ple accept that as that being the going 
price. Because these payday lenders 
are on television, people just assume 
that’s what you’re supposed to do.” 


PRAYING FOR A CHANGE IN ATTITUDES TO SPENDING AND LENDING 


LAST month the Church of England 
announced a proposal for a network 
of savings clubs in primary schools, 
designed to give pupils as young as 
four practical experience of money 
management. 

Set against a back-drop of a 
generation used to securing fast, 
cheap credit to buy whatever they 
wanted, whenever they wanted, the 


slump in the financial markets and 
the resulting austerity drive has 
prompted a desire for future 
generations to re-adjust their 
attitudes and approach to spending. 

Earlier this year the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Justin Welby, set up a task 
group on responsible credit and 
savings, following remarks about the 
danger of pay-day lenders. 


The plans for the school savings 
clubs mark the latest stage in their 
work, coinciding with its new 
ToYourCredit website. 

The archbishop said: “How we 
think about and use our money is 
central to a fulfilled and contented life. 

“That is why I strongly support 
this exciting initiative to encourage 
children to develop positive 


attitudes towards money and the 
habit of saving. 

The website - www.toyourcredit. 
org.uk - features Murston Junior 
School in Sittingbourne which 
recently opened its own school 
bank with support from Kent Savers 
Credit Union, Murston Community 
Bank at All Saints Church, Murston, 
and the Diocese of Canterbury. 
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BRITELITE'S AMAZING WINTER TRIPLE OFFER 

BUYNOW 

PAY IN 2016! 


★ ★★★★ 


Cheeftat rade.com 


We are very proud of our 9.6 out of 
10 rating on checkatrade.com for our 
outstanding product, value and service. 


Britelite is now a 
Trusted Trader 


Amazing Offer! 

This winter take advantage of Britelite's 
45% OFF* of all windows. Triple glazing 
fitted as standard saves you money off your 
heating bills. Also gain an EXTRA 10% OFF 
with Britelite's Scrappage Scheme* AND 
to top it all, pay a small deposit and PAY 
NOTHING until February 2016. # 

*0ff list price for orders placed by midnight 31/01/2015. Cannot 
be used in conjunction with any other offer. ** Internal Survey, 
t Scrappage on windows only. # Buy Now Pay Later Example: 
example, £2,500 less £100 deposit, balance £2,400 nothing to 
pay until February 2016, £70 admin fee on settlement. 


Off ) 

««5g y 




Call 


Did know? 

Britelite are the South East's leading double 
and triple glazing suppliers and here's why: 

/ A off all 

windows this winter! 

Massive saving off list price with A+10 rated triple glazing 
fitted as standard featuring top security SAC Shootbolt 
locking system! 

✓ Nothing to pay 

I Small deposit and NOTHING further to pay until 

February 2016 with Britelite's Buy-Now-Pay-Later Scheme#. 

✓ Extra 10% Off with 
Britelite's 


The industries most generous scrappage scheme! Because 
we recycle 90% of the windows we replace, we can offer an 
extra 10% discount, saving you up to £2,000! 


0800505070 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 


Visit our website for a online quote 

www.windows.co.uk 
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Visit our website or call us now for a brochure 

www.needextraspace.co.uk 0845 4599444 


Johnsons Nursery, 
Old Thanet Way, 
Chestfield, 

Kent, 

CT5 3JD 

01227 793717 

chestfield@ 

needextraspace.co.uk 


Polhill Garden Centre, 
London Road, Halstead, 
Sevenoaks, 

Kent, TN14 7AD 
Car Park B 
01959 533466 
polhill@ 

needextraspace.co.uk 


Newnham Court 
Shopping Village, 
Bearstead Rd, Maidstone, 
Kent, ME14 5LH 
at rear of Notcutts 
01622 730777 
maidstone@ 
needextraspace.co.uk 


Bybrook Barn 
Garden Centre, 
Canterbury Road, 
Ashford, Kent, 
TN24 9JZ 

01233 878412 

ashford@ 

needextraspace.co.uk 


Elm Court Garden Centre, 
Capstone Road, 
Gillingham, 

Kent, 

ME7 3JQ 

01634 405859 

gillingham@ 

needextraspace.co.uk 


^Savings are based on 
our fully loaded 
‘Diamond’ cabin 
package prices 


stead 

4.00m (w) x 3.00m (d) 

45mm (12m 2 external size) 

SAVE 
£ 1 . 430 * 


All Cabin 
Packages include 

FULL 

INSTALLATION 


The Homestead 

(45mm single skin) 

8.45m (w) x 3.9m (d) 

(30m 2 internal size) 


5.00m (w) x 4.00m (d) 

45mm (20m 2 external size) 

SAVE 

£ 2 . 040 * 
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Is grammar school campaign 
finally on the brink of success? 

Campaigners in Sevenoaks have fought for years to get a grammar school in the town. Now they look 
set to finally be successful... but not for the boys. We take a look at the long-running selective saga 



ON THE HORIZON : An artist’s impression of the new grammar school in Sevenoaks 


By Sarah Linney 

sarah.Linney@archant.co.uk 

C AMPAIGNERS fighting to 
get a grammar school in 
Sevenoaks look set to finally 
have their wishes granted. 
No official announce¬ 
ment has been made, but Tory gov¬ 
ernment sources appear to have let it 
quietly be known that education sec¬ 
retary Nicky Morgan is expected to 
approve the plans next month. 

But it will be seen by many as only 
half a solution as the proposed site 
will cater only for girls. 

Although the Department for Edu¬ 
cation is remaining tight-lipped, say¬ 
ing only that a decision will be made 
“in due course”, the Daily Telegraph 
reported this week a positive outcome 
was likely. 

Sevenoaks is the only major town 
in Kent not to have a grammar 
school, meaning hundreds of pupils 
travel out of the town to schools in 
Tonbridge, Tunbridge Wells and even 
further afield. 

In addition, the pressure on gram¬ 
mar school places in the west of the 
county is traditionally intense. 

Parents keen to take advantage of 
the selective system in neighbouring 
East Sussex and the London bor¬ 
oughs, frequently apply for places, 
ensuring a regular race to land one of 
the grammar spots. 

For parent Andrew Shilling, who 
has been leading the campaign to get 
a grammar school in Sevenoaks for 
the last three years, the news is 
welcome. 

His two elder sons, aged 14 and 11, 
travel to the Judd School in Tonbridge 
each day. 

“It’s a 20 to 25-mile round trip. 
They spend at least two hours travel¬ 
ling a day, and they are quite young 
to be travelling that far,” said Mr Shil¬ 
ling, a chartered accountant. 

“They leave home at half past seven 
in the morning and get home at quar¬ 
ter to five. They are tired - the first 
term they just came home and col¬ 
lapsed on their beds. They sleep in 
quite a lot at weekends. 

“They don’t have as much time to 
do their homework and they don’t so¬ 
cialise outside school as much. 

“We just want a school in our town 
where our kids can go.” 

The problem has been that the 
grammar school system no longer ex¬ 
ists in most parts of the country, and 
it has been illegal to build a new selec¬ 
tive school since the 1960s. 

But the Coalition government modi¬ 
fied the law to allow existing grammar 
schools to expand and build annexes - 
essentially an extension of the school, 
with the same staff, curriculum and 
rules, but in a different location. 

The Weald of Kent Grammar 
School, a girls’ school in Tonbridge, is 
to act as the parent school for the Sev¬ 
enoaks annexe. 

Last year it had hoped a bid to open 
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a mixed annexe in Sevenoaks would 
be given the go-ahead. But then-edu¬ 
cation secretary Michael Gove threw 
out the plans as it would, as a mixed 
school, in effect, be a new school and 
not an annexe (see box). 

In a bid to get round the problem, 
bosses at the Weald of Kent even 
asked parents if it would consider be¬ 
coming a mixed school to enable the 
Sevenoaks extension to go ahead. 
That was rejected. 

One could be forgiven for wonder¬ 
ing, of course, why the parents don’t 
just send their children to a non¬ 
grammar school in Sevenoaks. But 
Mr Shilling says that is not an option. 

“We don’t have comprehensives 
here. In Kent we have high schools 
which don’t have an academic cur¬ 
riculum,” he said. 

“Our local high school doesn’t 
teach physics at A-level or more than 
one foreign language. 

“If you have a high-performing 
child, you want them to go to the best 
school for their ability. If we have a 
grammar school system in Kent, I 
can’t change that - but if you have 
that system, you have to cater for 
children who pass the 11-plus.” 

If it gets the go-ahead, the school 
will be built on the site of the former 
Wildernesse boys school in Seal Hol¬ 
low Road. 

Planning permission was given the 
go-ahead this summer for the school 
and some £16million has been allo¬ 
cated for the work. 

David Bower, chairman of gover¬ 
nors at the Weald of Kent Grammar 
School, said the school had not heard 
anything about a decision. 


But he said that if the annexe went 
ahead, it would have a knock-on ben¬ 
eficial effect for other children of 
grammar school ability in the Ton- 
bridge area - as the school would be 
able to offer hundreds more places at 
its main site. 

“We have put a lot of work into our 
application and as far as we can see 
we have crossed all the Ts and dotted 
all the Is,” he said. 

“If you take the premise that Kent 
has selective education then it seems 
unfair that Sevenoaks hasn’t got a 
grammar school. The number of chil¬ 
dren who travel out of the town to at¬ 
tend other schools shows it has to be a 


THE grammar school system was 
abolished across most of Britain in 
the 1960s by the then-Labour 
government. 

Under the leadership of educa¬ 
tion secretary Anthony Crosland, 
the Department for Education and 
Science informed local authorities 
in 1965 that it would not pay for 
any new school unless it was a 
comprehensive. 

By the 1980s, most of the UK’s 
grammar schools had closed or 
become comprehensives. 

Kent and Medway, however, 
along with a few other education 
authorities, resisted the changes 
and the grammar school system 
survived in the county. 

There are now some 164 
grammar schools in England. 


good thing. About 45 per cent of our 
pupils - about 500 girls - are from 
Sevenoaks, and of course there are 
other children from the town who 
travel to other schools. 

“We are a very busy and successful 
grammar school and we no longer 
confine our intake to Kent only - we 
take girls on distance criteria in all 
the TN areas. So if this goes ahead, it 
creates more places for people in oth¬ 
er parts of Kent, Surrey and Sussex.” 

But John Walder, the divisional sec¬ 
retary of the Kent branch of the Na¬ 
tional Union of Teachers, said he felt 
the opening of another grammar 
school would be a retrograde step. 


The Coalition Government 
changed the law in 2012 to allow 
existing grammar schools to 
expand. 

After receiving a petition 
signed by more than 2,600 
parents calling for such an 
establishment in Sevenoaks, Kent 
County Council voted in favour of 
their wishes - with the 1,200-pu¬ 
pil Weald of Kent Grammar 
School acting as the parent 
school. The building has already 
been given planning permission. 

A bid for a mixed annexe in 
Sevenoaks was turned down on 
the ground that an annexe of a 
single sex school could not be 
mixed. So the latest bid is for a 
girls’ school only 

“The boys are left high and dry, 


“We do not approve of grammar 
schools. We don’t think they are part 
of a sensible solution to what we need 
in this country,” he said. 

“Children should not be separated 
at the age of 11 on the basis of a judg¬ 
ment about their innate ability.” 

But campaigner Mr Shilling did not 
agree. He said: “I was from a poor 
background, and I went to a gram¬ 
mar school, then to Cambridge. 

“If this bid isn’t successful, we 
won’t give up. We’ll keep going. And 
we will be lobbying for a change in 
the law and to get the Tories to put in 
their manifesto they will allow new 
grammar schools.” 


unless we can find a boys’ 
grammar school that wants to 
open an annexe,’’ campaigner 
Andrew Shilling admitted. 

“It’s a lot of work for a school.” 

If the Sevenoaks plan gets the 
go-ahead, it is likely to see 
similar proposals accelerate 
elsewhere in the country. 

Some Tory MPs are now calling 
for an expansion of grammar 
schools to be part of the party’s 
manifesto, overturning rules that 
have existed for 50 years. 

• What do you think? Do 
grammar schools promote 
social mobility or simply 
cater for the middle classes? 
Join the debate and share your 
views by writing in. Email: 
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. 
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Public consultation begins into 
major electoral boundary review 

For the first time in 14 years, Kent’s county council electoral wards - known as divisions - are to be 
redrawn. And it’s up to you how it’s done. We ask what it involves and why it’s important to engage 



By Sarah Linney 

sarah.Linney@archant.co.uk 


0 you feel you could be 
better represented on 
Kent County Council? 

Then you’ll be pleased 
to know that you’re being 
given the chance to have your say 
over how that could be done. 

The county council’s electoral 
wards are being re-drawn - and the 
people of Kent are being asked for 
their views on where the new bound¬ 
aries should be. 

The project is being undertaken by 
the Local Government Boundary 
Commission for England, which is do¬ 
ing the same thing across the whole 
country. 

The Commission is also recom¬ 
mending that the number of county 
councillors Kent has be cut from 84 
to 81 under the new arrangements. 

The aim of the redesign is to make 
sure each county councillor represents 
roughly the same number of voters - 
and that the wards (known as divisions 
for the county council) represent natu¬ 
rally distinct communities. 

People are being asked to identify 
the area they consider to be their 
community, and where the shops and 
leisure facilities are that people in 
their community use. 

Commission chairman Max Caller 
said: “We will take into account com¬ 
munity identities as well as ensuring 
electoral equality for voters. 

“If you have a view about which 
communities, parishes or neighbour¬ 
hoods should be part of the same 
county division, or if you think a 
road, river or railway makes for a 
strong boundary between communi¬ 
ties in your part of Kent, then we 
want to hear from you. 

“Alternatively, if you’re simply inter¬ 
ested in the way the county is run, just 
log onto our website to explore our in¬ 
teractive maps and have your say. 

“Your views will make a difference. 
We will carefully consider all evidence 
provided, whoever it is from and 
whether it applies to the whole of Kent 
or just a small part of the county.” 

Around 20 to 25 authorities across 
the UK are also being reviewed - at a 
minimum cost of around £50,000 
per council, which adds up to at least 
£1 million across the country. 

While the money comes from the 
commission rather than individual 
councils, the commission is still tax- 
payer-funded. 

Graham Gibbens, the chairman of 
Kent County Council’s electoral and 
boundary review committee, said the 
consultation was “an important part 
of the democratic process”. 

But should we, in these times of 
austerity, be spending such sums 
tinkering with lines on a map? 

The commission’s review manager 
Richard Buck says the answer is an 
unequivocal yes - because it ensures 
12 Week ending December 14,2014 


that everyone’s vote is worth the 
same. 

The aim is to ensure there are no 
longer situations where one councillor 
represents the views and concerns of 
2,000 people, while another, poten¬ 
tially in a neighbouring district, repre¬ 
sents 4,000. 

“The main thing we are looking at 
is ensuring people have a vote of 
equal weight,” Mr Buck explained. 

“The divisions get out of kilter over 
time, because of things like changes 
in population and developments, and 
we go in and try to equalise that. Kent 
has not been reviewed since 2002.” 

But the review is also about trying to 
ensure that the divisions reflect the 
communities people feel they are part of. 

“We are not looking to get the divi¬ 
sions absolutely spot on the same - 
there needs to be flexibility to reflect 
community identities and interests,” 
Mr Buck said. 

“The consultation process is criti¬ 
cal in allowing us to get good evi¬ 
dence from people and a sense of 
where communities lie. That sort of 
information is invaluable to us. 

“It’s about what parishes would 
naturally go together in a division - 


historic links can build a sense of 
community, but it’s about how com¬ 
munities interact in the here and now 
and the links between them. 

“Shared facilities, like doctor’s sur¬ 
geries and schools, provide a focus for 
a community.” 

The plan to get rid of three county 
councillors would also save Kent tax¬ 
payers £38,415 in annual allowances. 

But it is a desire to bring Kent into 
line with other councils which is be¬ 
hind that proposal. 

“We did a lot of liaison with Kent 
County Council over what it felt was 
the right number of councillors and 
where Kent stood in comparison with 
other county councils. We need to 
NTW 


keep variances to a minimum,” Mr 
Buck explained. 

“We don’t say it has to reduce the 
number of councillors, but based on 
evidence from the county and our 
analysis of what is a good allocation 
of members to numbers of people, the 
council will need a pretty high 
amount of evidence to justify retain¬ 
ing the council size.” 

And he encouraged anyone who 
had anything at all to say to make 
their voice heard. 

“It’s about ensuring effective, fairer 
and more democratic governance for 
the people of Kent,” Mr Buck added. 

Kent County Council is currently 
ruled by the Conservatives, with Ukip 


as the main opposition party. 

Political commentator Iain Dale, 
who lives in Pembury and presents a 
show every weekday on radio station 
LBC, agreed. 

“Democracy has a price. If you’re 
going to say this is too expensive, 
that’s an argument for abolishing 
elections, because they cost so much,” 
he said. 

“It’s nothing new. Boundaries have 
always been reviewed after a certain 
period. 

“Consultations are there for a rea¬ 
son and if people have a view they 
should put it forward. People’s views 
will count for something if they make 
them known - there are always vil¬ 
lages that think they should be in a 
different area from a neighbouring 
village.” 

The consultation lasts until March 2. 

To give your view or to find out 
more, write to The Review Officer 
(Kent), Layden House, 76-86 Turn- 
mill Street, London EC1M 5LG, email 
reviews@lgbce.org.uk, or visit www. 
consultation.lgbce.org.uk or www. 
lgbce.org.uk. 

Draft recommendations will be 
published in May, after which there 
will be a further chance to have your 
say. 

The changes will then come into ef¬ 
fect in time for the 2017 county coun¬ 
cil elections. 

T he Faversham and Mid 
Kent consitituency, which 
was to be axed at the gen¬ 
eral election, has been re¬ 
prieved - for a few years. 
In 2012 the Boundary Commission 
proposed the abolition of the constit¬ 
uency as part of a wider review which 
would have see the number of parlia¬ 
mentary constituencies in England 
cut from 650 to 600, and all constitu¬ 
encies made roughly the same size. 

The Faversham and Mid Kent con¬ 
stituency was created in 1997 when 
the seat of Faversham, which at that 
time included Sittingbourne and 
Sheppey, became two separate con¬ 
stituencies. 

Under the new plans, Faversham 
and the surrounding villages would 
have been absorbed into a redrawn 
Canterbury constituency, with the 
rest of the constituency being ab¬ 
sorbed into other neighbouring seats. 

However, after a disagreement 
with their Conservative masters over 
reform of the House of Lords, the Lib¬ 
eral Democrats refused to support 
any of the Boundary Commission’s 
proposals, and they were defeated in 
Parliament. 

The review has now been post¬ 
poned until 2018. 

• What do you think? Share your 
views and join the debate. 

Write to The Editor, KoS, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford 
TN23 1PP. 

Or email us direct at editorial@ 
kosmedia.co.uk. 
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Established 1981 


Limited 


Celebrating over 33 years 
of beautiful windows... 
Guaranteed 

Finance available subject 
to status, written quotations 
available on request. 


Energy Window 


WiMI 


SupaGlazing Ltd 

F>VC U Casement (partially reinforced) 


Don’t just ■ 

glaze it, Wt 

V 

All .1 «... I««*«II« M ADD ^ 


AS HEARD ON heart 

103.1 1028 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 


DOUBLE GLAZED 


WINDOWS 
£1,512 ii“3 
WINDOWS 

E1,890;S 

WINDOWS 

£2,268^ 

WINDOWS 




Conservatories 
& Orangeries 


4 WINDOWS 

£1,391 £%, 

5 WINDOWS 

£2,364 

6 WINDOWS 

£2,836% 

7 WINDOWS 

£3,309% 

All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! Order now for fitting before Christmas 


Offers end 
23rd 

December 


Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

_ Door Lock: BS3621 

6 Open 6 days a week 1 - Jl —“ ^ ^NilislT 

Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. Bp 


lasfer 


01322 290 525 www.supaglazing.com 
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HUGE 


SAVINGS! 


Why not give 
your home a 
full makeover! 


HOUSE CLEARANCE 


& 


CHEAPER THAN THE REST 
AND ALL FOR A GOOD CAUSE 

Landlords* tenants & homebuyers* 

Furnish your home for under £500 with 
qood quality furniture & electrical help fight 
heart disease & sawo lives tool 


* Suites * Lounge Furniture * Dining Tables * Coffee Tables 
■ Beds * Bedroom Furniture ■ TV s s ■ DVD Flayers - HiFis 
* Washing Machines * Fridges * Dishwashers 


u 

Brlfhuh Ktftft 
Fuiivdatidn 


We need your donations of 
furniture and electrical items 

British Heart Foundation Furniture & Electrical Store 

70-72 West Slreel, SHtlngbourne ME 10 1AR 

if you have "ferns Id donate, call us on D \ 795 334240 Car park at rear 

&.30am Id 5pm Monday to ^alirfdny, 10am lo 4pm Sunday. Open Bank Hobday 



-Sun,18 tan 2015 ... 

FI Like Medway Spor 


Southern 

^ Water tta353 
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Serving You 


MP Holloway 
on Ukip, war 
and principles 


Adam Holloway has been a soldier in the Iraq 
wars, an investigative journalist and as a 
Conservative MP describes Ukip as “good people 
with sound views”. Jamie Weir goes to meet one 
of Kent’s most fascinating politicians 


A DAM Holloway 
brings some bag¬ 
gage with him 
when it comes to 
speaking to the 

local media. 

At times openly hostile and 
frequently doubting their 
motives, he has been known 
to end conversations, if in¬ 
deed he speaks to you at all, 
in a manner which makes 
hostility seem too pleasant a 
word. 

But then as a former investi¬ 
gative reporter who built up 
his reputation with the likes of 
Panorama, ITN, World in Ac¬ 
tion and the Sunday Times, it 
is perhaps forgiveable that 
when once asked by one local 
reporter where he intended to 
spend his holiday, he simply 
retorted “f*** off” and told 
them to go and do some “prop¬ 
er journalism”. 

Yet Adam Holloway, in per¬ 
son, is all rather disarming 
and charming. 

He’s a tough, no-nonsense 
sort of MP, and one who 
doesn’t suffer fools gladly. 

At 49, he’s already served 
with distinction in the British 
Army, in the Grenadier 


Guards during both Iraq 
wars. 

A man of principle, he ad¬ 
mits he kissed goodbye to a 
ministerial career by his 
stance on the ever-conten- 
tious issue of Europe. 

Frequently linked with a 
possible switch to Ukip - prob¬ 
ably as a consequence - you’d 
be hard pushed to bet against 
him still rising up the ranks 
should the Conservatives 
cling to power next May. 

But then Mr Holloway is not 
your normal MP. His motiva¬ 
tions are very much of his 
own making. 

“When I worked in TV in 
London,” he explains, as we 
meet in the office of a constitu¬ 
ent he was visiting, “I used to 
deliberately park my car on 
double yellow lines at night 
when I was out. 

“Then I’d set my alarm to go 
off about 20 minutes before 
the traffic wardens could get 
my car with a ticket, and I’d 
dash across London. I used the 
fear of a ticket to motivate me 
into action.” 

Unusual, perhaps, but dif¬ 
ferent strokes for different 
folks, as they say. 


As he turns up a little late 
for our meeting, he arrives in 
running shorts and a thread 
bare fleece. 

“Do you want a typical 
‘Tory boy’ interview,” he asks, 
“or just to be myself?” 

Born in Faversham, his fa¬ 
ther was the Reverend Roger 
Holloway OBE, a man whose 
background included spells as 
a solider, big game hunter, ac¬ 
tor, international wine and 
spirit merchant and an Angli¬ 
can priest. 

He, too, had dabbled in poli¬ 
tics, standing for the Tories in 
1966 in east London, but los¬ 
ing out to Labour. 

Following his death in 
2010, aged 76, the obituary in 
the Daily Telegraph described 
him as “an Anglican priest 
like no other. Irascible and at 
times provocative, he was 
mischievously irreverent and 
often tempted to shock”. 

Perhaps that’s where his 
son gets it from. 

Adam Holloway attended 
the plush Cranleigh School as 
a boarder in Surrey, before go¬ 
ing on to Magdalene College, 
Cambridge. 

After being promoted to the 
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FRONTLINE : Adam Holloway with opium plant in Afghanistan 


rank of captain in the Army, he found 
himself on the frontline as war was 
declared in the Middle East. 

The impact of that would be the 
catalyst for his next career move. 

“Unlike most MPs, I had never had 
any great desire to go into politics,” 
he explains. 

“At the end of the Gulf War in 2003, 
I came out of Iraq and got back and 
listened to the politicians in this 
country speaking on TV. There was 
this sudden realisation they were so 
far removed from the reality of where 
I had been, that I felt compelled to 
make a rush to go into politics." 

Opting to stand for the Conserva¬ 
tives in Gravesham, he faced Chris 
Pond, the Labour candidate who had 
swept Jacques Arnold from the seat 
after ten years. Mr Pond had secured 
the seat as Tony Blair secured his his¬ 
toric landslide in 1997. 

Mr Holloway’s victory in 2005 saw 
him overturn a Labour majority of a 
little under 5,000 votes. It was a nar¬ 
row victory, though. Just 700 votes 
separated him and his red rival. 

It was the first time since 1951 the 
seat had not been held by the win¬ 
ning party. By 2010, the Tory major¬ 
ity was closer to 10,000. 

Although delighted with his 2005 
election triumph, Mr Holloway was 
magnanimous in victory. 

“The only thing that marred me 
winning the seat was defeating Chris 
Pond. I liked and respected him. 

“The first thing I did after I was 
elected, that morning, with a terrible 
hangover, and exhausted after the 
count, was go to Chris’ house with a 
bottle of brandy.” 

Mr Holloway admits he gets on well 
with polit icians of all colours - includ¬ 
ing the Labour-controlled Grave- 


sham Borough Council. 

“I get on extremely well with the 
council leader, John Burden. I’ve al¬ 
ways had a decent working relation¬ 
ship with him, and have always en¬ 
joyed spending time with him. In 
fact, I consider him to be a friend of 
mine.” 

So what of the elephant in the 
room? The ever-rising political pow¬ 
erhouse that is Ukip? 

“Ukip are good people,” he says, 
“with sound views that I would largely 
agree with. The strange thing about 
them is that they seem to be running 
candidates against Conservative’s like 
me, who have long held similar views.” 

His stance on Europe has come at a 
price already. Having been appointed 
to the junior ministerial postion of 
personal private secretary to Europe 
minister David Lidington, his deci¬ 
sion to stick to his guns and defy the 
party whip on a vote over a referen¬ 
dum on Europe would force him to 
make a tough decision. 

He explains: “I trashed my ministe¬ 
rial career over Europe. 

“There was a backbench motion 
about a European referendum, and 
for eight years I had been telling 
people I felt there should be a referen¬ 
dum. All of a sudden, I was being 
told to say the opposite. I wasn’t going 
to rebel against my constituents, 
which meant I had to resign. 

“If a politician resigns,” he relects, 
“essentially they won’t get a ministe¬ 
rial position for that government in 
the future. I have similar views to 
Ukip, and agree with them on lots of 
stuff, so why would they run candi¬ 
dates against MPs like me?” 

So is he not tempted to follow 
the likes of Mark Reckless and 
Douglas Carswell and jump from 


blue to purple? 

“Why would I defect? I’m going to 
do everything I can to save this coun¬ 
try from having a Labour govern¬ 
ment. 

“I’d much prefer a Conservative 
government which was in coalition 
with Ukip than with the Liberal Dem¬ 
ocrats, but that’s not very likely when 
they keep putting up candidates 


against Conservative seats.” 

It underlines the views of many 
that the 2015 election will be simply 
too close to call, but an almighty bat¬ 
tle. 

But then battles are something Mr 
Holloway is well versed with. It is a 
debate he’s become embroiled in 
again amid mounting calls for the UK 
to become involved in tackling the 


rise of Islamic State (IS/Isis) in the 
Middle East. 

“I imagine I’ve spent more time in 
war zones than anyone else in parlia¬ 
ment and was in Iraq for both wars,” 
he says, “so I’m aware that war really, 
is something that happens when poli¬ 
tics breaks down. 

“What Parliament needs to under¬ 
stand is that military force is a tool, 
but it should be used as part of a series 
of political objectives. Isis took over a 
space the size of France in Syria and 
Iraq recently, barely firing a shot. 
They did that because people in the 
areas they went into accepted them. 

“If we were to bomb Isis, it would 
just make the situation worse. What 
needs to be done is something to fix 
the political problems so the people 
don’t accept Isis. There needs to be a 
clear plan.” 

He speaks from recent experience, 
having only recently returned from a 
visit to the Isis frontline in Iraq. 

Certainly no one could accuse Mr 
Holloway of not being active in his 
role. 

He said: “After the election win, by 
the time I sat down to my new parlia¬ 
mentary email address, I already had 
3,000 in my inbox. 

“That’s one of the defining charac¬ 
teristics of the last ten years in office: 
the never ending work. This summer, 
I managed to borrow a friend’s house 
in France to go on holiday. I decided 
that every day, I would do about six 
hours on the computer trying to emp¬ 
ty my inbox. 

“It literally took me, along with 
keeping up my daily emails which 
were still coming in, the entire holi¬ 
day. 

“When I finally emptied my inbox I 

Turn to Page 16 
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ft I Ukip are good people with 
strong views... I have similar 
views to Ukip and agree with 
them on lots of stuff, so why 
would they run candidates " 
against MPs like me? 


Adam Holloway 

on Ukip’s political motives 


sent this pathetic email to my office 
just asking them to look at my inbox. 
I was so proud of it being empty I was 
just seeking some praise. You’ve just 
got so much it can be overwhelming 
at times. 

“I’ve got quite a good reputation 
with constituents at getting back to 


them quickly. Most people just think 
my office is really efficient, and it is, 
but actually I find that if I don’t reply 
to something straight away it ends up 
buried." 

He seeks to remain fit too. Having 
progressed from the ‘parking on dou¬ 
ble yellows and racing the warden’, 


today he tries a more regulated ap¬ 
proach to fitness. 

“Because I spend so much time in 
front of the computer, I try to go for a 
run to fight off middle age. I like a run 
with a purpose, so frequently find my¬ 
self running to visits with constitu¬ 
ents or others.” 


Not that his running leads to a sup¬ 
port of the nation’s number one sport, 
“I hate football” he quips. 

He does, however, have a soft spot 
for Ebbsfleet United, his local non¬ 
league club. 

“I do love Stonebridge Road [Ebbs¬ 
fleet’s home ground] and the history 


of parts of it. The turn-stiles at the 
ground are from the 1930s, and I re¬ 
member going there to watch a 
match and just thinking about all of 
the people who would have walked 
through them, and the history which 
they had seen.” 

Always the consummate politician. 


Chalkwell 


DayBreaks by Coach 



Royal Albert Hall Christmas 
Sing-a-long 
20th December 2014 
£62.00 



Disney on Ice - 
100 years of magic 
28th December 2014 
£56.00 


For more information call 01795 423982 
or visit www.chalkwell.co.uk 
Quote ‘ARC118’ when you book. ■ ] 
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Call us to make your dreams a reality 

& SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL TRADER 


Kent 

County 

Council 


TRADING 

STANDARDS 


IAPPROVEDI 


working in partnership with 

Cheekatrade 


Survey, 

01622 619876 

The Oast, Clock House Farm Heath Rd, 
Coxheath, Maidstone ME17 4PB 
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Quotations 
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Est 1987 


16 Week ending December 14,2014 


NTW 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 



















































































Happy 



80 OF YOUR FAVOURITE BRANDS, NOW OPEN 9AM SATURDAY, INCLUDING 


LINKS 






EST. 1892 

WWatch Station >ed^*ke«- Ab «|^ bie Superary. 


NEW YORK 


OUR CHRISTMAS GIFT TO YOU 


ADDITIONAL- 



ALREADY REDUCED OUTLET PRICES* 

VOUCHER REDEEMABLE AT THE VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRE UNTIL 24 DECEMBER 2014 



Find us at J10 off the M20 
www.AshfordDesignerOutlet.com 

* IN PARTICIPATING STORES ONLY. TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. 
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mydate24 


Here’s how to use your mydate dating service 


C7/'// it. 


You’ll 


love it! 




YOUR local dating service, run by the 

dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR area.. 


Place your advert call: 

0844 887 2316 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


For a quicker service from your 

moblie call: 0906 500 5650 

calls cost £1.53 per minute plus network charges 

Or Text.. REPLY2 (leave a space) the six-digit 
box number (leave a space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch ... then send to 80098 Success¬ 
fully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message 
(Max 160 characters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE Been left a message? 

. Pickup your replies 

YOU can now orv 

date online or aaa^ i™ j p ^j j m 

via your mobile 0906 515 7114 

Simply VISIT “"*«««■= p-""" 

us at: 

www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


"HE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit., www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. 


KATIE 26yr old pretty slim blue 
eyed blonde looking for evening 
entertainment with open-minded 
discreet guy, any age. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412319g 

LUCY, broadminded 18yrs 


SHARON 32yrs and still soul 
searching for Mr Right, I enjoy 
keeping in shape, caring for 
people, seeking loving respectful 
guy who also knows a good 
time. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 412049| 


seeks discreet fun with men any 
age. Aca. Tel No: 0905 002 
1941 Box No: 365051 

SLIM petite, attractive brunette, 
56, British/Russian origin, 
excellent cook/home maker, 
seeks cultured male for serious 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412129 g 

JENNI, 52 bored housewife 
wants no strings fun with 
younger chap. Text Only 
4550197 

JANE 29yr old horsey female, 
loves the outdoors, cycling, as 
well as duvet days, WLTM not 
too serious male for a hopefully 
normal relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412315g 

MARILYN really nice curvy 
tactile female, loves romantic 
walks, cosy nights in, quality 
times, looking for nice male to 
spend time and fall in love with. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411871 g 

FREYA 33 6ft blonde, loves 
dancing and have a good time, 
employed, own home, one son, 
seeking similar laidback guy/dad 
for dates, chats and more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412045g 

FEMALE 38, attractive, African, 
single mum, seeks male, 35-50 
for nights out, socialising, 
friendship and fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 412793 

64YR old lady, seeking male for 
friendship, companionship, 

outings and interesting 

conversation. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411975 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel No: 0905 002 
1883 Box No: 413399 

SEXY brunette, mid 20's busty, 
adventurous broad minded 
seeks no strings fun. Tel No: 

0905 002 1949 Box No: 

361739 

PETITE slim blonde 39yrs, 

MARY 5ft 6in size 12 blonde, 


pretty big blue eyes, looking for 
similar easygoing older male to 
put a spark back into my life, 
enjoy nights in/out and more. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412327 g 

LUCY, 32yrs, blonde lady 
seeks naughty boys of any age 
for no strings fun. Tel No: 0905 
002 1887 Box No: 413443 
WIDOW 70, lonely, seeking 
gent, 70-75 to bring a bit of 
sparkle back in life, likes theatre, 
cinema. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 412475| 
ADVENTUROUS sexy lady, 
38yrs, married but seeks no 
strings fun with discreet man, 
any age. I'm tall, slim and dom¬ 
inant. Aca. Tel No: 0905 002 
1937 Box No: 415301 


nice personality, good 
conversationalist, interesting, 
lots of interests WLTM 
likeminded caring, happy male. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412169g 

SALLY, 38yrs large cuddly lady 
seeks slim men for discreet 
meetings. Text Only 4550193 
CLARE 36yrs successful single 
mum, independent, employed 
with OHAC, size 10, green eyes, 
pretty, likes swimming, family 
life, seeking male with similar 
values and interests. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412053| 

TRUDY 36yrs, wltm broadmind¬ 
ed men of any age/area for day¬ 
time meetings. Text Only 
4550194 


rt)ur NEW MatchMaker service^ 
makes meeting people easy! 


TRY IT FOR FREE TODAY! 


Matchmaker does all the hard work /' ' * 

for you. We connect you with other 
members in your area who match — 

your interests to take the stress out ^'V I 
of meeting new people. ^ ^ ▼ 

^SIHWYTEXTIMTOIM^^ 

First 3 messages received are free; thereafter £1.50. 
Text STOP to 89990 to exit at any time. 


working mum, OHAC, likes the 
simple things in life, looking for 
romantic, honest guy with GSOH 
for cosy nights in and fun nights 
out. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:4118871 

CINDY 31 attractive, size 12 brown 
eyed blonde, new to this but sick of 
passing up potential soul mate so 
thought I wld give it a go. ACA Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411873 g 

RITA divorced care worker with no 
ties, 5ft 1 ins, dark hair, enjoys 
meals out, cosy nights in, seeking 
male 45-55 with GSOH and similar 
interests. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411775 $ 

JANET 5ft 8ins, slim 12, pretty, 
green eyes, brown hair, seeking 
male companion for friendship 
hopefully leading to a relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411689 g 

MELANIE tall curvy attractive 
bubbly female who loves meals 
out, cosy nights in with a nice wine, 
walking, seeks professional male 
with outgoing GSOH. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 411509g 
LYN 34yrs, pretty petite dark haired 
female, loves music, meals out, 
quiet drinks out, seeking caring 
male with GSOH who can make 
me feel special again. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410137 g 
MELANIE, 38, slim, blonde and 
bored. Call if you want no strings 
fun. Text Only 4550198 
CAROLINE blonde curvy very 
active lady who loves to socialise, 
countryside, seeking similar caring 
male for LTR and to share good 
times with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 409413 § 

RACHEL 39, brown hair/eyes, 5ft 
6ins, bubbly, outgoing, naughty, 
busty, divorced, seeks male for 
discreet fun times. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410835g 
BLONDE pretty, long legged, 
voluptuous, blue eyes, seeks male. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410585| 

JAN 5ft 6ins, dark hair/eyes, nice 
smile, likes music, travel, 
countryside, animals, employed, 
OHAC, looking for companionship 
with similar lonely heart. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 411865 g 
SARAH 25 petite slim attractive 
blonde student, enjoys keeping fit, 
looking good, socialising, going 
out, being a mum WLTM similar fun 
genuine guy. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No:411537g 


spring with me and onwards? 
Widow late 60's, enjoy most things 
in life, looking for someone to enjoy 
them with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No:411395g 
LADY 60, size 12, easy going, likes 
animals, seeks male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411301 
SUSAN seeking nice male, 
medium build, 35, easygoing, likes 
music, nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 406779 g 
MARIE 37yrs slim attractive caring, 
likes meals in/out, cinema, tennis, 
keeping fit/ active, WLTM fun 
loving, reliable man for friendship 
leading to more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411037 g 
SUE optimistic divorced lady with 
OHAC, good job, enjoys meals out, 
cinema, countryside, pub lunches, 
looking for likeminded outgoing 
happy male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410467 g 
CATHY very much a lady seeks 
gent up to 62yrs who would 
appreciate an independent 
professional sassy female who 
loves to be wined, dined and 
romanced. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410301 g 


bub i y oariooean laoy wno loves 
music, dance and singing, looking 
for nice older guy for mutual adult 
no strings fun times. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410305g 
RACHAEL 36yr old nurse looking 
to raise the temperature of reliable 
sincere male. I have my OACH, a 
single mum to 1, love gym, cosy 
meals, animals etc. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 411045 g 
SUSAN 29 green eyes, dark hair, 
slim, looking for Mr tall dark and 
handsome to take me out, enjoy 
adult times without complications 
just fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410957| 

SOPHIE 27yr old nursing assistant 
with no ties looking for discreet 
adult fun times with tall attractive 
guy 35-42yrs. GSOH essential. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410717g 

34YR single mum of 1 who loves 
nights out having a good time 
seeks similar sociable fun guy to 
enjoy relaxed but extremely fun 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410709g 


MALE 

5ft 11 ins, 
good- 

looking, athletic 
build, looking for 
discreet fun times. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411477 
DEREK seeking female, 50- 
60 for company, friendship and 
have fun together. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 411433 
MALE likes outdoor life, smoker, 
seeking local female for cosy 
nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410755| 


Men Seeking 

mydate24 1 



REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. 


FRANK 54, 5ft lOins, blue eyes, 
blond hair, smoker, seeking 
friendship with mature female, 40- 

60. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:412893g 

COMPANY Director, mature, late 
50's, seeking female, any age for 
mutually rewarding friendship, 
Kent/Surrey area. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 412819 
IAN 5ft 11 ins, likes rock/roll, 
singing, making people laugh, 
seeking someone special. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 412799 g 
WRITER tall, slim, dark hair, 
generous, seeking broadminded 
lady for fun times. Any age/status. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4127491 

RETIRED male, seeks attractive 
female for friendship and fun, any 
age/status/colour. East Kent, can 
travel. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 413133| 


JULIE attractive outgoing female 
with a very young attitude, loves 
running, living life, travel, WLTM 
someone special to make my life 
complete, hope you're out there. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411513| 

LINDA 37, green eyes, attractive, 
bubbly size 12, enjoys cosy nights 
in, text chats, seeking tallish fun 
guy for meals out, pubs, clubs and 
spending quality times. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 411033 g 


LOCAL man wishes to meet nice 

lady for fun/friendship with a view 
to possible relationship. Respond if 
interested. Sevenoaks. Text Only 
Mailbox Box No: 4334837 g 
AMIABLE intelligent male, 77, light 
smoker, seeks slim lady for 
friendship/companionship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 413127 g 
JAMES, hard working single dad, 
late 30's seeks single mum for 
family days out. Text Only 
4550196 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


CAROLINE 39yr old pretty blonde MATURE male, looking for discreet 
looking for handsome caring man meetings with female. Tel No: 
to put the sparkle back into my life 0906 515 7112 Box No: 413039 g 
and make each other feel special. J0H N, 42yrs professional genuine 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 gent ^ ^ lady to ? reat 


Box No: 411891 g 


a princess. Text Only 4550195 


EX headmaster, tall, dark, seeks 
adventurous lady, status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412263 g 
MALE 49, 5ft lOins, likes cinema, 
reading, walks, seeks female in the 
Thanet area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412235 
BESIDE the Pointe. Literate self- 
possessing, legginess, kindred 
spirit sought by white male for 
elevating the bar. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412223 
45YR old male, likes poetry, seeks 
companion for relationship. Herne 
Bay area. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411993 g 
CHIPS on the pier, walks on the 
beach/countryside, VGSOH, 58yrs 
old, fit male, seeks female for 
laughs and love and whatever. NE 
Kent. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:411725g 

BARRY divorced, 6ft, well built, 
seeking fun time girl for good 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:412717g 

MALE seeking friendship of mature 
woman, smoker. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412703 
SINGLE young lady, slim-medium 
build, 24-38 sought by mature male 
in Canterbury. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 405697 g 
MALE 48, looking for fun loving 
female to enjoy outdoor activities, 
nights in and meals out. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 392212 g 
JAMES young, free and single, 
please give me a call if interested. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412345g 


BRIAN 70, Maidstone, seeking 
female, 60 plus, likes meals out, 
cinema, theatre, days out and 
cosy nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410611 g 
DEREK 5ft 11 ins, slim-medium 
build, loving, caring, seeking 
black lady for possible 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410511 g 
EARLY 50's single male, smoker, 
seeking likeminded female for 
company and to share life. Must 
have GSOH, like animals, walks, 
home made food and nights in. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410441 g 

41YR old male, dark hair, 5ft 
11 ins, easy going, likes music, 
guitar, seeking female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

410411 g 

BROWN eyed white mature, 
handsome male, seeking black 
female, 18-50 for discreet no 
strings adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 410377 g 
PHIL 6ft, clean shaven, blue 
eyes, smart, likes sports, walks, 
films, theatre, music, animals, 
GSOH, seeks female, 40-55 for 
fun and friendship, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410351 

RETIRED male, fit, active, seeks 
no strings discreet meet with 
female, any age and size. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410343g 

MALE 49, attractive, fit, 
spontaneous, good company, no 
ties, seeking likeminded lady for 
the road ahead, nights in and out. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411309g 

RAY 63, 5ft lOins, slim, semi- 
retired, seeking no strings 
discreet meets for adult fun. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411147g 

WORLD war veteran seeking 
happy lady with nice 
conversation in the Kent area. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411133 

PAUL own business, looking for 
daytime fun with lady. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411127g 

DAVE 65, retired, N/S, likes 
gardening, music, meals out, 
holidays, seeks female. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 410971 
DAVE 62, 5ft lOins, slim, semi- 
retired builder, seeks no strings 
discreet daytime meets for adult 
fun. Surrey. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410899 g 


ADVENTUROUS 

male, mid 50's, seeks 
similar lady for fun and 
mutually enjoyable discreet 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 410339 g 
CHRIS widower likes DIY, 
gardening, nights out, rock and 
roll, N/S, looking for LTR with 
female. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 410191 g 



I Simply Text: 

. Then send to 

y 80098 

•EG send WINK 123456 to 80098 

8009B cost! f 1.50 per message. To STOP text 
stop to 60098. Service provided by JMediaUK 
Ud. SW1 7BX Need Help? Cell 0207 720 71 TO 

CANTERBURY mature male, 
medium build, GSOH, varied 
interests, sign language 
interpreter, seeks slim-medium 
build female, 24-42 for LTR. 
Single mum welcome. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

405697 g 

PROFESSIONAL male, early 
40's, fun loving, independent, 
OHAC, seeks warm, sincere, fun 
loving female for LTR. 
Animals/children welcome. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409745 g 

TALL black male, 45, likes meals 
out, good company, romantic, 
GSOH, light hearted, seeks 
easy-going female. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 409621 g 
ATTRACTIVE white gent, 48, 
56ft, romantic, easy going, 
GSOH, seeking young lady, 60- 
75 for quality discreet fun times. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
410025g 

DIVORCED male, seeks Oriental 
lady, likes animals, music, will 
take care of you forever. Thanet 
area, willing to travel. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

409963 g 

PROFESSIONAL male, early 
40's, fun loving, OHAC, seeks 
warm, sincere female for LTR. 
Animals/children welcome. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409961 g 


RETIRED 

male, seeks no 
strings discreet 
meets with slim- 
medium build female, any 
age for adult fun. Dover. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409533 g 

ADAM 48, single dad, bored, 
seeking fun and more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 408421 g 
DAVE 50, seeks female of similar 
age for meals out, holidays etc. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
408415 

RETIRED male, seeks no strings 
discreet meets with slim-medium 
build female, any age for adult fun. 
Medway area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 408343 
MALE 67, professional, fit, 5ft 
lOins, medium build, reliable, 
tactile, likes most things, seeks 
slim lady, let’s go! Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 407855 
STEVE 6ft 4ins, OHAC, seeking 
relationship, outdoor type, homely, 
wanting mutual good relationship 
with sexy woman. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 407835 g 
MALE seeking attractive female 
for discreet fun times. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 409189 g 
MALE seeking female to love and 
be loved back. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 408941 
FIT fellow, full of fun, 58, seeks to 
find fanciable lady for free and 
fascinating future for LTR. Find 
your jar half full. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 405857 
CHRIS 52, slim, looking for female, 
25-38, slim, 5ft 2ins plus for LTR. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
408575 g 

DAVE 50, likes holidays, meals 
out, socialising, easy going, seeks 
female 40 plus. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 408541 
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Follow us 

on 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 mes¬ 
sages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. 
No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. Some advertisers on this page come from our national database. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats 
Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message to opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 
7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 14/12/14 
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LIZZY YARNOLD MBE 

IN A little over four minutes, Lizzy Yarnold 
went from local star to national heroine. 

Yet her winning time on Valentine’s Day 
this year at the Sochi Winter Olympics was 
merely the tip of an ice-berg of dedication, 
which had seen her rise up through the 
ranks and emerge as Great Britain’s one 
and only gold medal winner at the 2014 
Games. 

Born in 1988, she grew up in West 
Kingsdown, near Sevenoaks. Educated at 
St Michael’s Preparatory School, an inde¬ 
pendent school in Otford, she went on to 
become head girl at Maidstone Grammar 
School for Girls before heading off to 
university. 

Inspired by watching Denise Lewis at 
the Sydney Games in 2000, the young 
Lizzy set her heart on the multi¬ 
discipline challenge of becom¬ 
ing a heptathlete. Then she 
wanted to pursue a sporting 
career in equestrian. 

But after enrolling in a 1 
programme in 2008 de- J 
signed to foster the talent 
of girls with a view ^ 

to delivering fu¬ 
ture Olympic 
success - UK 
Sport’s Girls- 
4Gold - she was 
introduced, in¬ 
stead, to the 
somewhat bi¬ 
zarre challenge 
of the skeleton. 

She proved to 
have a natural 
talent to the 
somewhat 
dare-devil 
sport. Within 
five years she 
was already 


making an impact on the global stage. 

Inspired by Amy Williams, who won 
gold in the skeleton at the 2010 Vancouver 
Winter Games, she timed her run to form 
to perfection, winning the World Cup 
event in the months leading up to the big 
event and then onto the global level pro¬ 
vided by the Sochi Games. 

Hotly tipped as one of our genuine med¬ 
al hopefuls, she did not let us down. 

Before the closing ceremony had even 
taken place, she had been flown back to 
the UK to get a taste of her new found na¬ 
tional fame and a place on the Jonathan 
Ross TV chat show. 

Even her family, who had travelled out 
to Sochi and fielded media questions about 
their daughter’s triumph, became minor 
stars. 

Channel 4 comedy show The Last 
Leg’s highlighting of her father 
Clive’s distinctive moustache 
even saw #clivesmoustache 
trending on Twitter. 

She finally returned home to 
a hero’s welcome. A special 
open-top bus ride was ar¬ 
ranged from Sevenoaks to her 
h v home in West Kingsdown, stop- 
JL ping off at schools along the 
route for children to meet 
the rising star and see the 
cherished gold medal. 

A star had truly been 
born. Since then her 
popularity has 

continued. 

She’s had a packed 
calendar of speaking 
engagements and 
just last week went 
to Windsor Castle 
to meet the Queen 
and pick up 
an MBE to 
recognise 


her success. Currently in Lake Placid as 
she starts the defence of her world title, her 
ambition to not only repeat her success at 
the next Winter Games but build on her 
reputation in the sport, remains 
undimmed. 

She explains: “Winning in Sochi was a 
dream come true - but there are still so 
many things that I want to achieve in 
skeleton. I know I can be a better athlete. 

“It was such an honour to learn I was 
being awarded an MBE. 

“It was so special to receive the award 
from the Queen, she was very kind and so 
knowledgeable about skeleton racing and 
the Winter Olympics, which was lovely to 
chat about - it helped calm my nerves.” 

As for tonight’s BBC prize? 

“It is such an honour to be nominated,” 
she says. 

“I can remember watching it just before 
Christmas when I was little - it’s one of 
those events where the whole family sat 
around the TV to watch the cool montages 
of all the year’s sporting action and see 
who won. 

“There are so many incredible 
sportsmen and women on the list this year 
- it is great that the UK continues to do 
well in so many sports - and to think I 
have been nominated among them is a bit 
surreal. 

“So I hope everyone enjoys watching the 
show on Sunday - if you are voting then I 
would really appreciate the support.” 

For now, though, her focus is on the 
eight-race Viessmann FIBT World Cup. It 
consists of eight races across two conti¬ 
nents and seven countries. 

After Lake Placid, the event will be mov¬ 
ing to Calgary in Canada, and there will be 
two further events in Germany, two in 
France, one in Austria, before ending at 
Sochi - the scene of her triumphant win. 

Few would bet against her winning 
again. 


Turn to page 20 


M ILLIONS of viewers will tune in 
tonight to watch the BBC Sports 
Personality of the Year being 
crowned - and Kent has two 
hopefuls in the running for glory. 
Golden girls Lizzy Yarnold and Charlotte 
Evans, both dazzled during the Winter Olympic 
and Paralympic Games in Sochi, Russia, earlier 
this year, and now both are on the shortlist. 

Few will forget Miss Yarnold’s remarkable 
triumph in the skeleton event - hurling herself 
at high speed on what looks like a glorified tea 
tray down an ice course. Her victory was Team 
GB’s only gold throughout the Games. 

And shortly after that, Charlotte Evans 
teamed up with visually impaired skier Kelly 
Gallagher in the alpine skiing Super-G to bring 
home a gold in the Paralympic event. 

Miss Evans acts as a guide to Miss Gallagher 
in the remarkable event and both received 
medals. They are nominated as one in the BBC 
popularity poll. 

But both Miss Yarnold and Miss Evans face a 
tough challenge to emerge from tonight’s 
viewers’ vote on top. 

Other contenders include newly-crowned 
Formula One champion Lewis Hamilton and 
Open golf hero Rory Mcllroy. 

But we believe both our candidates are 
worthy of wider recognition. We take a look at 
our two stars and their rise to glory... 


KOSSAYS... 


LIZZY Yarnold and Charlotte Evans have been the 
county’s stand-out sports stars this year with their 
golden exploits raising the nation’s mood and 
inspiring an entire generation. 

Not only do we support the pair of them, but we 
urge our readers to vote in the BBC Sports Person¬ 
ality of the Year award in a bid to get them the wider 
recognition they deserve. 

So whether you think Lizzy Yarnold’s skeleton 
success is worthy of your vote, or Charlotte Evans 
and Kelly Gallagher’s speed to glory should get 
your support, be sure to vote for one of them 
tonight. Better still, vote for them both. 


finalists in the BBC 
Sports Personality of the Year 


a say 
ae 

much-coveted title 
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CHARLOTTE EVANS MBE 

CHARLOTTE Evans has become one half of 
a now rather famous double-act. As if to 
underline just how far Paralympic athletes 
have come in recent years, Charlotte Evans 
and Kelly Gallagher’s success in the Super-G 
alpine event at Sochi in the Winter Paralym¬ 
pics made front page news. 

For Ms Evans, 23, from Chatham, it was an 
odd role to fulfil. As the able-bodied partner 
to visually impaired Ms Gallagher, she has to 
help her partner circumnavigate a terrifying 
course at speeds of up to lOOkm/h. 

But it could have been a moment that never 
happened, after Ms Evans, of Rochester, 
suffered a nasty knee injury which threat¬ 
ened her career. 

A keen skier since her childhood she 
started developing her skills by going 
to the Chatham Ski Centre to 
practice every week, moving 
on to snow at the age of 14. 

She combined her 
high-speed talents with 
her studies at Roches¬ 
ter Grammar School 
and then MidKent 
College. 

She was part of 
the England 
alpine ski team . 


/ A 


English overall champion before her knee 
was injured while competing at the British 
Championships, forcing her off the snow for 
the next nine months. 

During her rehabilitation she worked as a 
coach before being asked to get involved 
with the British disabled ski team in guiding 
Ms Gallagher, who has since become a 
“friend for life”. 

She said her decision to team up was ' 'the 
best decision I ever made' ’. 

Speaking to KoS she said: “My family said, 
just give it a go and just try it, and I have 
been doing it ever since. 

“It changed how I think about racing and 
who I am as a person. 

“Skiing is quite an individual sport and 
you can become quite isolated in yourself. 
Now I’m part of a team. 

“Being able to give someone else the 
chance to fulfil their dream is 
the highlight. 

“Iam getting to do what I 
love, but getting someone 
else to be able to do their 
own dream too. 

“It’s one of those 


a 


relationships where you are together all the 
time. 

“We are very different personalities and I 
think at the beginning it’s very difficult to 
define which role is which, but now it’s easy 
to work together.” 

Ms Evans and Ms Gallagher have worked 
together since November 2010 and after just 
four weeks went to the World Champion¬ 
ships and scooped a silver and bronze 
medal, making them the first British alpine 
skiers to win a medal at the event. 

Since their Paralympic win they have both 
been awarded an MBE for their services to 
paralympic sport. 

“That was a massive day for us,” Ms Evans 
said. “It doesn’t feel real. 

' We have been in schools to talk to the 
students and I have really enjoyed that. 
You’re able to inspire people, whether it’s 
through sport or not. 

“It’s really positive and people want to 
know about getting involved.” 

Now they face another tough test - and the 
BBC Sports Personality of the Year award. 

“It’s pretty amazing,” reflects Ms Evans. 
“We didn’t really expect any of it. We went to 
Sochi thinking we have got a goal, we have 
got to get the medal we want. 
t '' The aftermath has just been a crazy 

\ road. Every day that something new 
happens I think it can’t get any better and 
then it does.” 



HOW TO VOTE... 


The BBC Sports Personality of the 
Year award is televised live 
tonight, Sunday, on BBC One with 
extensive coverage on both BBC 
Radio 5 Live and on the BBC’s 
website. It starts at 8pm. 

The show comes live from the 
SSE Hydro arena in Glasgow. 

Voting will be open for a short 
period during the show with the 
numbers being revealed during 
the show. The winner will be 
announced on the night. There 
will also be an option to vote 
online. 

The short-list, compiled by a 
select group of judges, 
comprises of: 

■ Rory Mcllroy (golf) 

■ Gareth Bale (football) 

■ Max Whitlock (gymnastics) 

■ Lewis Hamilton (motorsport) 

■ Adam Peaty (swimmer) 

■ Lizzy Yarnold (skeleton) 

■ Carl Froch (boxing) 

■ Charlotte Dujardin (dressage) 

■ Jo Pavey (athletics) 

■ Kelly Gallagher & Charlotte 
Evans (skiing) 
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Keep Warm, Keep Well 

Spending over two hours at 12°C raises blood 
pressure, increasing the risk of heart disease and 
stroke, especially for people over 75, or with health 
problems. 


Look out for others who are alone this winter 

18°C - 21 °C is the ideal room temperature 

Check your heating system is working 

Stock up on basic food items 

Wrap up with lots of thinner layers of clothing 

Ask your GP about free flu and pneumoccal jabs (over 

65s and at-risk groups) 

Ask your pharmacist about repeat prescriptions and 
home delivery 


Find out if you're entitled to free help to keep warm 

Call 08000283172 

or, if you live in Swale 01795 417131 
www.kentgov.uk/health 


° 1 ) 


k 


tv Follow us on Twitter 

@Kent_cc and #beawinterbuddy 
or join #winterfriends 


NHS 




Jy The Swashbuckling ThnJomime Adventure! 

Fri 12 December 2014 - Sat 3 January 2015 

Bsrasn H| 


PETER JAMES’ 

DEAD SIMPLE 


THE ADULT PANTO: 
ALADDIN TROUBLE 

SUN 18 JANUARY 


MOSCOW CITY BALLET PRESENTS 

SWAN LAKE 
TUE20 SAT 24 JANUARY 


SING-A-LONG A 
SOUND OF MUSIC 

SUN 25 JANUARY 


BOOK ONLINE: ORCHARDTHEATRE.CO.UK 
TICKET OFFICE: 01322 220000 


DARTFORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE 
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Advertiser’s Announcement 



Family firm sure to 


be prepared for 
ndian Scout buzz 


Robinsons 

Foundry 

Broad Oak Rd 
Canterbury 
Kent 
CT2 7QG 


Tel: 01227 378440 
www.robinsonsfoundry.co.uk 


SINCE the 1960s, Robinsons Foundry has 
been in the motorcycle industry. 

They started in Broadstairs, acquiring a 
Suzuki franchise in the 1970s which led 
to them becoming the biggest Suzuki 
parts supplier in the UK, and moved to 
their current site on Broad Oak Road, 
Canterbury, in 1990. 

The company’s growth has continued 
year-on-year, and they now sell a 
selection of Victory, Indian, Piagio, 

Aprilia, Suzuki, Vespa and Moto Guzzi 
motorcycles. 

The family-run business has gone from 
strength to strength, and their ever-grow¬ 
ing showroom offers everything from a 
50cc Scooter to a full blown 1800cc 
Tourer. 

And they now have an exciting new 
model which is soon to be launched. 

They will be offering the 2015 Indian 
Scout in the New Year. 

The lOOhp middle-weight cruiser 
combines classic heritage with modern 
features. 

It uses a cast aluminium frame, with a 
low 643mm seat height, 1562mm 
wheelbase and 135mm of ground 
clearance. 

The bike was shown at this year’s 


Motorcycle Live Show at the NEC in 
Birmingham and received a glowing 
review on the website www.cycleworld. 
com, which began: “The Scout rocks ... It 
completely satisfies on every level.” 

And it has already created quite a buzz, 
with orders pouring in and people 
showing a lot of interest in the new model. 

“We have had so much interest in this 
bike! ” said sales manager Ben Godfrey. 

“I have been here for 12 years and we 
have never had this much interest in a 
launch. 

“It’s a model that was Indian-produced 
from 1920 through the 1940s. 

“This 2015 model is a whole new bike, 
with a new engine; it’s a totally new 
machine. 

“It’s quite a bit smaller than the rest of 
the Indian Chief current range.” 

And at £10,395, it could be a more 
affordable option for some customers. 

“It opens up sales prospects for quite a 
few more people,” Mr Godfrey added. 

To find out more about the launch of 
the 2015 Indian Scout, please call 
Robinsons Foundry on 01227 378430. 

For more information about other 
motorcycles the company has to offer 
please visit www.robinsonsfoundry.co.uk 




2015 Victory Motorcycles 
(New Model) Gunner 

from £9,995 otr 


DERBI 


2015 Indian Motorcycle range 
(New Model) Roadmaster 

from £21,995 otr 


PIAGGIO 


aprilia 


2015 Victory Motorcycles 
(New Model) Magnum 

from £17,699 otr 


Royal 

Enfield 


•» FOUNDRY MOTORCYCLES 


Broad Oak Road • Canterbury • Kent • CT2 7QG 
www.robinsonsfoundry.co.uk • 01227 378430 


22 Week ending December 14,2014 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 


NEW AT ROBINSONS... 


NTW 














































Medway Stoves 
& Fires 


43 Skinner Street 
Gillingham 
ME7 1LG 


Tel: 01634 855098 or 
07956 835822 


Web: 

www.medwaystovesandfires. 

com 

Email: 

medwaystoves@live.co.uk 


TOASTY: Buy with confidence, relax in warmth 


IMAGINE having a gorgeously warm 
house 24 hours a day - but with no central 
heating or gas bills to show for it? 

Thanks to Medway Stoves and Fires, 
this is something that thousands of 
customers haven’t had to imagine - 
they’ve experienced it for themselves 
thanks to the company’s extensive range 
of multi-fuel burning stoves. 

The appliances - which will burn both 
coal and wood - are as effective as a central 
heating system. And as well as giving your 
home that cosy feel that only a fire can 
provide, they’re significantly cheaper. 

“Customers tell us they are getting their 
money back on the cost of installation 
within 12 months,” explains sales and 
admin manager Deanne Bell. 

“If you have one of these stoves in your 
living room it will most likely heat your 
whole house.” 

The stoves are even safe to be left on 
overnight - unlike open fires, they have 
doors which close, so there is no risk of 
spitting or spilling - so on those dark winter 
mornings when everyone else is freezing, 
you can wake up warm and toasty. 

No wonder the family-run firm, which 
owner Keith Bell has been in charge of for 
25 years, has sold more than 4,000 stoves 


since its inception. 

You don’t even need a chimney - stoves 
can be fitted in conservatories, mobile 
homes, summerhouses, houseboats and 
log cabins. 

And with more than 70 models - all 
British-made - on display in the show¬ 
room at 43 Skinner Street, Gillingham, 
you’re sure to find one you like the look of. 
And that’s all you need to do. 

“If you’re interested, we’ll come out and 
do a free survey for you and give you a 
quote,” Deanne explains. 

“There’s no pressure or obligation to take 
the quote up and it stays in our system for 
about a year, so there’s no rush to decide. 

“One of our customers this week even 
said she’d managed to sell her house 
thanks to the stove we installed in her 
conservatory - and now she’s asked us to 
fit one in her new house too! ” 

It’s registered with industry bodies 
HETAS and NACS, and provides all the 
aftersales care you need, including coal 
and wood, replacement parts, cleaning 
materials and chimney sweeping as well 
as roofing work and repairs to chimneys, 
guttering, fascias and soffits. 

Call Medway Stoves and Fires on 01634 
855098 or 07956 835822. 
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Advertiser’s Announcement 


e to vour home 



No Chimney? 

No Problem... 

• Supply and installation of all types of flue systems 

• Pre-pack fuel and accessories 

• Chimney’s rebuilt and repointed 

• NACS registered chimney sweep 

• Hetas registered installer 


© 01634 855098 

43 SKINNER STREET GILLINGHAM KENT ME7 I LG 


Week ending December 14,2014 23 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


NTW 
























































Advertiser’s Announcement 


Designing the idea 

J J 

ving environment 


orvoutorourisn 


MBK Design 
Studio 

The Oast 

Clock House Farm 
Heath Road 
Coxheath 
Maidstone, Kent. 

W: www.m-b-k.co.uk 
T: 01622 619876 


“PEACE of mind is not pricey, it’s priceless.” 

That is the motto of MBK Design Studio - a 
quality kitchen, bathroom, bedroom and 
home office planner, designer and supplier. 

Based in Coxheath, Maidstone, the family 
run business was established in 1987 and 
has enjoyed huge success thanks to their 
hard work and growing reputation. 

As a local business, run by local people, 
they have a firm foothold in the commu¬ 
nity, with an impressive percentage of 
their business formed by glowing 
recommendations from happy customers. 

They are proud members of consumer 
association Checkatrade and were 
honoured by being named a Kent County 
Council Trading Standards approved 
retailer thanks to their operating ethics. 

With their winning mixture of choice, 
experience and expertise, they have 
completed more than 5,500 projects in 
the south east and across the UK, 
including contracts in France, Japan, 
Ireland and Scotland. 

Proof that their fantastic reputation 
really does stretch far and wide. 

MBK pride themselves on combining 
the ideas of the customer with their expert 
knowledge to produce winning results for 
a reasonable price. 


With bespoke, standard, contemporary 
and traditional designs, there is bound to 
be something to suit everyone’s idea of a 
dream home improvement. 

“We have been around a long, long time 
in comparison to some of the big boys,” 
said owner Stewart Woodruff. “We have a 
vast choice and we are not restricted.” 

After paying a visit to the superb and 
spacious showrooms, customers will 
experience a personal consultation process. 

This will be followed up by free design 
advice and a planning survey, with every 
stage of the project being overseen to 
provide the very best service for each and 
every consumer. 

The design studio’s recommended 
installation team, Elliott Installation, 
boast similarly excellent credentials and 
are also members of Checkatrade and 
have been awarded Kent County Council 
Trading Standards approved status. 

Customers can rest assured knowing that 
their homes are in more than capable hands. 

MBK provide honest, good advice, and 
take away the stress of home improvement. 

They make a real difference to people’s 
lives. To find out more or to book an 
appointment visit www.m-b-k.co.uk or call 
01622 619 876 to discuss your project. 




County 

Council 

kent.gov.uk 


TRADING 

STANDARDS 


working in partnership with 


PASSIONATE ABOUT KITCHENS & BATHROOMS WWW.m-b-k.CO.uk 


Call us to make your dreams a reality 

& SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL TRADER 
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Kent Adult 
Education 

Locations across Kent. 

For full course details 
visit the website 
www.kentadulteducation. 
co.uk or call 0845 606 5606 


WANT to learn a new language, 
make beautiful jewellery for your 
friends and loved ones, or gain a 
formal qualification? 

Then why not consider a course 
from Kent Adult Education? 

Taking on the challenge of 
learning can be both nerve 
wracking and exhilarating. 

But there is undoubtedly a huge 
amount of satisfaction that comes 
from getting your teeth into 
something new. 

And it is never too late to learn 
something different. 

Whether you are looking for a 
hobby or a valuable skill that can 
be used in the workplace, Kent 
Adult Education has something for 
you. 

This year alone there are 3,500 
reasonably priced and diverse 
courses available in a range of 
categories. 

Releasing your inner artist by 
immersing yourself in something 
creative or getting to grips with 
book keeping and accounts are just 
some of the options available. 

The courses are extremely 
varied, ranging from photography 
and computing to art and craft. 

Kent Adult Education also offers 


he 






course in 





LEARN: Why not discover a new hobby or enhance your learning with a course just perfect for you? 


the chance to gain GCSEs and other 
formal qualifications, and a range 
of personal development courses 
which cover subjects including 
alternative therapies, music and 
counselling. 

They are passionate about 
helping you to get the most out of 
your studies. 

They have a frontline team to 
provide support throughout the 
enrolment process, which are on 


hand to discuss any questions. 

A tutor will provide feedback on 
your progress, addressing any of 
your worries or concerns, as well 
as sign posting you in the direction 
of other related topics or follow-on 
courses that you might enjoy. 

There are 15 main adult 
education centres spread through¬ 
out the county in the twelve main 
districts. As well as this there are 
classes offered in 450 local 


locations such as schools and 
libraries, to ensure that you will 
find a course close to where you 
are. 

They provide fantastic opportu¬ 
nities to people of all ages, with 
students ranging from 18 into their 
80’s learning more about a subject 
that they enjoy and find fulfilling. 

Find out more and enrol by 
visiting w w w. kent adulteducation. 
co.uk 




Discover the 
possibilities... 

During 2015, Kent Adult Education has a range of exciting courses with 
endless possibilities. 

From Jewellery Making to Embroidery, and Teaching Assistant courses 
to Chinese Language. Why not challenge yourself by learning a new skill 
or gaining an additional qualification? 



KAE is Kent’s leading learning provider with over 3,500 courses to 
choose from. The options are unlimited with courses across Kent at 
weekends, during the week and in the evening. 

Recommend a Friend 

If you already learn with KAE, why not recommend us to your friends 
and you’ll both get a 10% discount off your next course purchase*. 

To find out more and start your voyage of discovery... 


oo© 

Bringing learning to life 


Visit kentadulteducation.co.uk 
or your local 
Adult Education Centre 
or call 

0845 606 5606 



Terms and conditions apply. Please see website for details. 


Kent Adult Education is part of Community Learning and Skills 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


NTW 


Week ending December 14,2014 25 
































Advertiser’s Announcement 




defined uxl 


countv towns bes 


Kent secret escape 



Oakwood 

House 

Oakwood Park 
Maidstone 
Kent ME16 8AE 

Tel: 01622 620720 

Web: 

www.oakwoodhousehotel. 

co.uk 


OAKWOOD House in a grand Victorian 
mansion located just off the Tonbridge 
Road in Maidstone. 

A first-class venue for accommodation, 
conferences, functions, weddings and 
events, Oakwood House offers a dramatic 
fusion of modern and traditional styles 
suitable for every occasion. 

The house is managed by Genuine 
Hotels, which is part of The Genuine 
Dining Company, who along with 
managing 40 other catering contracts 
across the UK, also orchestrate fantastic 
events at Heatherden Hall, Pinewood 
Studios and The Old House, Shepperton 
Studios - under their Genuine Events 
brand www.genuine-events.co.uk. 

The Victorian mansion’s deep-rooted 
history is clear for all to see, combining 
classical architecture and period features 
together with a sense of contemporary living 
throughout the interior of the building. 

It is conveniently located, being easily 
accessed from main transport routes - 
quite simply, a fitting venue for all events 
or occasions. 

The house boasts 40 stylish bedrooms 
and 18 meeting rooms including the John 
Wigan Room which can cater for up to 
300 guests. 


Each of the 40 rooms has a private 
en-suite facility, a flat screen television and 
beverage making facilities, so that your 
comfort and relaxation are guaranteed. 

It provides a great location for meetings 
with colleagues and clients. 

The Courtyard bar is open daily, 
serving delicious Mozzo blend coffees and 
a selection of locally sourced food. 

As well as this, there is free WiFi 
throughout the building, and free parking 
for more than 250 cars. 

They have exciting plans for the future, 
and are delighted to be hosting more than 
50 wedding ceremonies and receptions 
this year. 

A wedding fayre will take place on 
February 15, 2015 from 10am to 4pm, to 
showcase all that the house has to offer. 

They are also launching their new 
restaurant, The Billiard Room, in April 
which will overlook the grounds and 
gardens. It will be open to everyone, 
serving wholesome locally sourced food at 
great prices 

Locally referred to as Maidstone’s 
hidden secret, the house is easily acces¬ 
sible from London via the M2 5, M2 and 
M20 and is within easy reach of the Chan¬ 
nel Tunnel and the south coast. 



Valentines Dinner 
14th February I £39.95 per person 

Treat the love of your life to a romantic 4 course dinner 
whilst listening to romantic classics by Sue Barnes. 
Why not complete your evening and stay overnight 
with our valentines packages. 


Wedding Fayre 
15th February I FREE I 10.30am - 4.00pm 

The perfect venue tor your wedding. 

Meet our dedicated wedding coordinators and local suppliers 
offering inspirational ideas for your special day. 


Mother’s Day Carvery 
15th March I Adults £19.95 I Children £9.95 

Join us in the beautiful surroundings of Oakwood House 
and treat mum to a 3 course carvery. 

Enjoy the relaxing sounds of Sue Barnes. 


Easter Sunday Carvery 
5th April 

Come and enjoy a delicious 3-course carvery lunch and 
soak up the sounds of ‘Jason Allen Sway’ singing songs from 
some of the worlds biggest stars, including Michael Buble, 
Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin and Robbie Williams. 

Bookings available between 12.00pm - 2.00pm 
£19.95 per adult, £9.95 per child aged 4-12 
Under 4’s free. An Easter gift for all children 


ABBA Magic Tribute Night 
17th April I £29.95 per person 

Enjoy a 3 course meal, then dance 
to ABBA’s biggest and best hits! 


Rod Stewart Tribute 
8th May I £29.95 per person 

Enjoy a 3 course meal and then get your dancing shoes on 
to party the night away with Rod Stewarts greatest hits! 


ELVIS Tribute 
12th June I £29.95 per person 

Enjoy a 3 course meal then party all night to the famous 
sounds of Elvis and a 4 piece band. 



19th June 

Don your beach wear and join us for a BBQ 
and our “Beach Boy” party! 


Frank Sc Dean (Rat Pack Show) 
27th June I £29.95 per person 

Enjoy a 3 course meal then join the coolest cats in town as 
they rekindle the magic of Frank & Dean. 


Oakwood House 

Join us at Oakwood House this year and enjoy some great food, 
children’s events and excellent themed evenings. 

To book your table please contact our events team on 01622 620720 
or visit us online to view our full events brochure. 

We do have a dress code of smart/casual for our event evenings unless stated otherwise. 

Please be aware that tor some events groups of less than 10 may be joined with other people 
so please come prepared to possibly join others and make new friends. 



Oakwood House 


Oakwood House, Oakwood Park, Maidstone, Kent ME16 8AE 
T: 01622 620720 I F: 01622 763704 
E: info@oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk I W: www.oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk 

^ Follow us on Twitter @HotelMaidstone @GenuineHotels 
13 Follow us on Facebook/OakwoodHouseOfficial 


Something for the Children Great events for the holidays and half term 


Easter Party 


Hawaiian Party 

8th April 1 11 am-2pm 


28th May 1 11am -2pm 

Join us for an afternoon of fun with Funky Footsteps and the Easter Bunny 


Join us for our Hawaiian BBQ Party with Funky Footsteps 

entertaining Children of all ages at this event not to be missed. 


entertaining Children of all ages. 

DJ with Dancing & Party Games • Buffet Lunch • Craft Table with cookie decorating 


DJ with Dancing & Party Games • Buffet Lunch • Craft Table with cookie decorating 

Face Painting and Glitter Tattoos (available at a small supplement on the day) 


oos (available at a small supplement on the day) 

Fancy Dress Optional • Easter Egg hunt around the gardens 


Fancy Dress Optional • Bouncy Castle 

£10.00 per child aged 3-16,2 and Under Free 


£10.00 per child aged 3-16,2 and Under Free 

Parents come free, special lunch deals in the Courtyard Bar 


Parents come free, special lunch deals in the Courtyard Bar 
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Cake, glorious cake - take a trip to 
award-winning artisan baker 


FANCY a slice of rich, luscious 
chocolate and salted butter 
caramel tart? Or a gooey, melt-in- 
the-mouth peanut butter and 
chocolate brownie? Or perhaps 
you’d prefer a fruity, flavoursome 
helping of carrot cake with passion 
fruit frosting? 

If you need cake then frankly 
there is only one place to go - the 
delicious, delectable Bruno’s Bakes 
& Coffee in Rochester High Street. 

The artisan bakery and coffee 
shop specialises in both classic 
French and modern American 
bakes, cakes, tarts, pies and 
desserts thanks to the dual 
influence of pastry chef Bruno 
Breillet and front of house manager 
Rick Furno. 

Bruno’s captivating concoctions 
have won him a myriad of awards 
- including five gold stars from the 
Guild of Fine Foods, a BBC Good 
Food Show award for his salted but¬ 
ter caramel, and a nomination for 
customer service of the year in this 
year’s Kent Life and Kent on 
Sunday Food and Drink Awards. 

Everything is freshly made on 
the premises by Bruno and his 
apprentice, Charlotte Ashley, using 
the best fresh ingredients - organic 


VISIT: Check out the tasty treats in store at the Rochester bakery 


flour, butter, fresh cream - and 
Rick believes this is the key to the 
cafe’s success. 

“There is always something 
different here. You never know what 
you are going to get when you come 
through the door,” he said. 

“Bruno is always creating new 
things and trying new combina¬ 
tions of flavours. 

“We provide a variety that you 
can’t find anywhere else in the area. 
There are usually up to 30 different 


kinds of cakes, tarts and pies on 
offer - sometimes there’s also a 
quiche or a croque monsieur.” 

Bruno also caters for weddings, 
birthdays and functions, and the 
cafe has a meeting room for up to 
eight people (which is free to book), 
as well as a garden and a court¬ 
yard, the latter covered and heated 
so it can be used all year round. 

A former caterer for several 
London restaurants, Bruno learned 
to cook from his mother and grand¬ 


mother when he was growing up in 
Lyon, arguably modern France’s 
gastronomic capital. 

“We have built up a local cult 
following and have had some 
famous visitors, but we are still like 
the best kept secret on the high 
street,” Rick adds. 

“The product is excellent - be¬ 
cause we believe in it.” 

Bruno’s Bakes & Coffee is at 10 
High Street, Rochester and is open 
every day except Mondays. 



A0P mfldf tfrt 
pftotittAe* tq paafiiq chef 
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CAKES, TARTS, SWEET PIES 
—^ AMD SAVOURIES 

lO HIGH STREET ROCHESTER ME 
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kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


NTW 


Week ending December 14,2014 27 














































Advertiser’s Announcement 




Kitchen 
Culture 
(Kent) Ltd 


75 High Street 
Gillingham 
ME8 7HS 


T: 01634 361115 
www.kitchenculturekent.com 


eres 


ng we 


he kitchen firm with Midas touch 


IF YOU are looking for your dream 
kitchen, then Kitchen Culture can 
turn your dreams into reality. 

We supply and install kitchens 
throughout Kent. And most of our 
work comes from satisfied custom¬ 
ers recommending us to their 
family and friends. Especially as we 
also offer a stunning range of 
bedroom, lounge and home office 
furniture - so once the kitchen’s 
finished, customers often come 
back to us for more rooms to be 
transformed. 

Kitchen Culture is run by George 
Nairn and his daughter Tracey 
Bond, who between them have more 
than 40 years’ experience in the 
kitchen industry. Our design team 
have a wealth of experience in fitted 
furniture design, and will produce 
you beautiful 3D images of every¬ 
thing we quote for. We also offer 
friendly and helpful advice when you 
call into our new showroom in the 
High Street in Rainham. 

We use three different manufac¬ 
turers of quality kitchens, bed¬ 
rooms and office furniture, all of 
which are made in the UK. By 
using three manufacturers we can 
boast in excess of 200 kitchen 
ranges, some of which are painted 


YOUR VISION: Make your dream a reality with Kitchen Culture’s 3D designs 


and can therefore be tailored to 
your colour choice. 

Tracey Bond explained: “We can 
do something for everyone. One of 
the main benefits is that we can 
literally get kitchens made in any 
colour at all. 

“Someone could bring us a teddy 
bear or a scarf and we could get 
their kitchen painted in that colour. 
There’s nothing we can’t do.” 

The sizes of units available are 
incredibly versatile too. Unlike 


virtually every other kitchen 
company, our units are made in 
50mm increments, starting at 
150mm, which means you can 
truly have a fitted kitchen, not 
fillers everywhere. 

When it comes to worktops we 
have the most exciting range 
around, from Formica laminates in 
all finishes to solid granites. We 
also supply the latest in composite 
tops such as Encore and Mistral 
and solid woods in all colours. 


We install all makes of appli¬ 
ances, including Neff, Bosch, 
Hotpoint, AEG, and many more. 

Our installations manager takes 
the worry out of the project for each 
customer and oversees everything 
from start to finish - and our 
installation teams get nothing but 
praise from our customers. 

Our prices are comparable with 
any of our competitors, and often 
better. Call us on 01634 361115 or 
visit www.kitchenculturekent.com. 


KITCHEN 


CULTURE 
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Maidstone 

Museum 


St Faith’s Street 
Maidstone 
ME14 1LH 


T: 01622 602838 


Web: 

www.museum.maidstone. 

gov.uk. 


Take a walk through county town's 
rich heritage at inspiring museum 


IF YOU enjoy culture and heritage 
then look no further than Maid¬ 
stone Museum and Bentlif Art 
Gallery; one of the finest regional 
museums in Britain, right in the 
heart of the town centre. 

Maidstone Museum is housed in 
the gorgeous Chillington Manor, 
an Elizabethan manor house, and 
is home to internationally signifi¬ 
cant collections, especially in 
ethnography, Japanese decorative 
arts, Ancient Egyptian artefacts, 
archaeology and costume. 

Visiting the museum is an 
interactive and fun day out. Pick up 
one of the exciting trail packs, travel 
back in time and explore the myths 
and legends behind the museum’s 
collections. Or grab an iPad and let 
Spike the dinosaur guide you 
around. Have a go at digging fossils 
and try on some historic costumes 
on your way round! 

Throughout the year there is a 
great schedule of special events and 
learning activities, so you are sure to 
find something going on no matter 
when you visit. This year you can 
experience the sights, smells and 
sounds of a Tudor Christmas or learn 
to draw your own cartoon charac¬ 
ters at one of the many great 


SURPRISING: Dinosaurs are not the only surprise awaiting visitors 


workshops over the winter. 

On the last Thursday of every 
month, at Museum Lates, you can 
experience the museum after dark 
and get involved in some great 
interactive activities. 

There are also tours of the 
building and the collections every 
month. If you want to get more 
hands-on, then book onto a Cur8 
session to have the chance to get up 
close to the museum’s artefacts. 

Before you go, stop by the cafe 


end enjoy a warm drink and a 
delicious cake to refuel. Then visit 
the museum shop on the way out 
for some special Christmas gift 
inspiration. 

Maidstone has a rich cultural 
heritage which makes for a great 
experience all year around but in 
winter it is always just that extra 
bit special. 

There is a wealth of beautiful 
heritage buildings to be discovered, 
such as the Archbishop’s Palace, All 


Saints’ Church and Stoneacre, which 
tell the tales of Maidstone’s past. 

The amazing castles, such as the 
former royal palace Leeds Castle, 
and the stunning scenic ruins of 
Sutton Valence and Thurnham are 
testament to the historical 
importance of Maidstone as a 
strategic location. 

The museum in St Faith’s Street, 
is open Monday to Saturday (except 
bank holidays), and on Sundays 
from April - October. 



An exciting exhibition from the Cartoon Museum, London 
celebrating the career of Ralph Steadman. 

£3/£2 Concessions and MMFMembers 


useum Late: Special Steadman Evening 
Thursday 29 January 201 5, 1 7:30 - 1 9:00. Admission FREE 


Maidstone Museum & Bentlif Art Gallery 

St Faith’s Street, Maidstone, Kent ME14 1 LH 
OPEN: Monday to Saturday 1 0:00 -1 7:00 
(closed 24 - 27 December, 1 January) 

@MaidstoneM useum 
facebook.com/MaidstoneMuseum 
www.museum.maidstone.gov.uk 


MAIDSTONE 

MUSEUM 

& Bentlif Art Gallery 


'Retrospective 

Saturday 28 February 2015 


MAIDSTONE 
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Chrysalis Care 

7 Princes Street 
Bexleyheath 
Kent DA7 4BQ 

Tel: 020 8298 2800 
Web: 

chrysaliscarefostering.org 

Email: 

info@chrysaliscare.org 


SINCE 1997, Chrysalis Care have been 
providing high quality foster care for 
children and young people and have 
always been committed to transforming 
their lives for the better, believing that 
children deserve the very best opportuni¬ 
ties in life. 

This vision was that of the founder 
Directors, Lynda and Lou Boden, them¬ 
selves previously foster carers for 15 years 
and it remains central to the organisation 
today, as Directors Alle Pflaumer and 
Sarah Boden-de Mel continue the vision 
that their parents created. 

As an Ofsted rated ‘outstanding’ 
organisation, something else that hasn’t 
changed over the years, is Chrysalis Care’s 
recognition of the importance of their 
diverse foster carer team. 

They pride themselves on matching 
children and young people to families 
who are best able to meet their needs, 
whether it is a teenager, a baby, a parent 
and their child or a child with disabilities, 
who needs an emergency, short or long 
term home. 

With the help of Chrysalis Care’s 
support, guidance, training and 24 hour, 
365 days ‘on call’ facility, Chrysalis Care 
foster carers provide children and young 


people with a stable and nurturing 
environment. 

Chrysalis Care believe that every child 
deserves to be nurtured, cared for and 
kept safe, whatever their background or 
reason for being in the care system and 
works in partnership with all concerned 
to tailor the service to meet those needs. 

This may include therapeutic interven¬ 
tion, such as Art Therapy or Psychothera¬ 
py, educational support, mentoring, or life 
story work, amongst other services. 

Their foster carers work alongside fully 
qualified social workers who are there to 
offer support, advice and guidance every 
step of the way. 

Chrysalis Care seek, recruit and assess 
foster carers from a range of cultural, 
religious and ethnic backgrounds, mixed 
age groups and both single people and 
couples, who are stringently assessed by 
qualified social workers. 

Their foster carers have open minds, 
open hearts and truly want to make a 
difference to the lives of the children and 
young people they care for, recognising 
that fostering will no doubt transform 
their own lives too! 

Prospective foster carers can call 0208 
2982800, email info@chrysaliscare.org. 



RACING: To find a fresh, safe, secure home 



We can provide you with a great 
opportunity to help transform 
children’s lives 

- You don’t have to be married 

- You don’t need to be employed 
-You don’t need a big house 

- You do need a spare room and space in 
your life to help a vulnerable child to achieve 


As a Chrysalis Care foster 
carer you will receive: 

24-hour professional support 

Excellent renumeration 

Job satisfaction 

Comprehensive training 

Access to a range of children’s services 

Retainer fees 


We are also looking for specialist foster carers who can provide a home to teenagers, a parent 
and child, children with disabilities and carers who are interested in remand fostering. 

If you are considering becoming a foster carer, or would like to find out more about us, 

Please Call: 020-8298 2800 or visit our website: www.chrysaliscarefostering.org 


A^ % 




INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


transforming lives COULD YOU FOSTER? 
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J&S Plumbing 
and Heating 
Centre 


413 Luton Road 
Chatham 
Kent 
ME45BH 


Tel: 01634 300044 
sales @ j-splumbing.co.uk 


First-class service and 


mace 


great value 
s a perfect fit 


NEED a plumbing and heating 
merchant who combines a 
first-class service with great value 
prices? Then make sure you call 
J&S Plumbing and Heating Centre. 
The family-run business, which is 
based in Chatham, Kent, has been 
growing every year since it began 
four years ago, and offers competi¬ 
tive prices on boilers, radiators, 
bathroom suites, controls, sundries 
and much more. 

But what owner Shaun Harris 
prides himself on most is the 
excellent service the company 
offers. 

And given that his customers are 
always recommending him, he’s 
got every reason to do so. 

“The staff in the shop offer a great 
service, and have extensive 
knowledge of plumbing and 
plumbing materials,” he said. 

“Most of our business comes from 
recommendations. By giving our 
customers a good service and a 
good price - making sure we buy 
from the right suppliers so we can 
keep prices down - we are doing 
everything we can for them.” 
Shaun and business partner John 
Lancaster employ four other 
members of staff, with a total of 70 
years’ plumbing experience 


between them. 

The company is Gas Safe certified 
- and best of all, they cover the 
whole of the south east, so 
wherever you are, they can help 
you out. 

In the incredibly unlikely event 
that someone else should give you a 
cheaper quote for the same work, 
they offer a price match guarantee 


- so you can be confident you’re 
getting a great deal. 

There are special benefits for trade 
customers too. 

J&S Plumbing & Heating Centre 
offers a same day delivery service 
wherever possible, and the next day 
if not. They also offer an installa¬ 
tion service for all plumbing and 
heating work. 


They are based at 413 Luton Road, 
Chatham, Kent ME4 5BH and are 
open from 7am to 5pm on week¬ 
days and from 8.30am to 2pm on 
Saturdays. 

For more information call 01634 
300044 or email 
sales@j-splumbing.co.uk for a 
quote on anything from plumbing 
materials to installations. 


CUSTOMER SERVICE: Satisfied customers are constantly recommending J&S Plumbing and Heating Centre 


!R Limbing 
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Plumbing and Heating Centre Ltd 
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Find us on facebook 
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Dickens World 


Leviathan Way 
Chatham Maritime 
Chatham ME44LL 

Tel: 01634 890421 

Web: 

www. dickensworld .co .uk 


ake a thrilling trip 



bac 

world of Dickens 


e 


THE Britannia Theatre’s Sleeping Beauty 
is a classic tale of good versus evil in a 
fun-filled production of music, magic and 
mayhem. 

Actress and singer Ellie Fiore, from 
Ashford, has won a professional contract 
to appear in the Dickens World panto¬ 
mime over the festive period alongside 
The Voice finalist Jamie Johnson. 

The producers of Frozen Fairytale 
Pantomimes’ Sleeping Beauty were on the 
lookout for a talented young actress from 
Kent to play the part of Aurora and as 
luck would have it, Ellie, currently 
touring the UK with Channel 5’s Milk¬ 
shake Live! Party Party, was able to apply 
due to a break in production. 

The show’s producers said Ellie was 
everything they wanted for the part. “We 
were looking for someone who the 
children would warm to, who could sing 
and act fantastically and also looked like a 
princess, and Ellie ticked all the boxes,” 
said pantomime director Russ Spencer. 

“For a lot of children, pantomime is 
their first introduction to live theatre so 
it’s really important we make it a magical 
and exciting experience for them.” 

Ellie appears alongside The Voice 
finalist Jamie Johnson, who plays the 


Prince and Mr Baffled, and Jade from TV’s 
Go!Go!Go! 

Sleeping Beauty - The Frozen Fairytale 
Pantomime is at The Britannia Theatre, 
Dickens World, Chatham from December 
9 to January 4 and is a Britannia Theatre 
and Ten 98 Entertainment production. 

For more information go to www. 
sleepingbeautypanto.com or see www. 
facebook.com/sleepingpanto 

Dickens World: The Grand Tour is a 
90-minute interactive guided tour which 
takes visitors on a fascinating trip back in 
time, bringing to life the sights, sounds 
and smells of Victorian England through 
the eyes of our best-loved storyteller. 

You’ll go inside a Victorian house - 
where dozens of people may have lived 
- wander through streets and shops, 
experience a lesson at school and even 
endure the confines of a prison cell, just 
like the one Dickens and his family were 
locked in when he was a young boy. 

You’ll be thrilled, shocked and en¬ 
thralled - and will emerge very glad to be 
living in 2014. 

Dickens World is in Leviathan Way, 
Chatham Maritime, ME4 4LL. For more 
information call 01634 890421 or visit 
www.dickensworld.co.uk. 
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TICKETS 4-BOOKING FEE 

El 4 . 50 * £1230 


FOR ADULTS FOR CHILDREN 
UNDER TO 

TICKET HOTLINE 

0844 858 6656 
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Lnhance your prosperity in 
with experienced expert advice 


MHA 

Maclntrye 

Hudson 

Canterbury: 

31 St George’s Place 
Canterbury CT11DX 
01227 464991. 

Maidstone: 

Cornwallis House 
Pudding Lane 
Maidstone MEM 1NH 
01622 754033. 

www.macintyrehudson. 

co.uk 



SUCCESS: MHA specialises in advising you on your key business opportunities 


MHA MacIntyre Hudson was 
founded in 1880, and has grown 
steadily since to now be a UK top 
20 independent accountancy firm. 

In the UK, they have 13 offices 
with 74 partners and over 500 
staff, and are a proud member of 
Baker Tilly International, a world 
leading network of independently 
owned and managed accountancy 
and business advisory firms that 
are united by their commitment to 
provide exceptional client service. 

This international network is now 
the world’s eighth largest, repre¬ 
sented in 137 countries worldwide, 
supporting UK companies looking 
to export, as well as overseas 
organisations and individuals 
seeking to invest in the UK. 

To build a local presence in Kent, 
a merger with Kent-based account¬ 
ants Larkings took place in July 
2013, adding offices in Canterbury 
and Maidstone. 

The offices have since become 
official sponsors of IOD Kent, 
corporate partners with Locate In 
Kent, and contribute to a variety of 
other Kent-based commercial forums. 

The firm’s strapline “Global 
Expertise, National Experience, 
Local Excellence” is how it works in 


practice; bringing big firm 
specialists to the local Kent market, 
at local market rates, with 
international connectivity. They 
offer a full range of compliance 
services and business advice to 
owner-managed businesses, 
multinationals and high net worth 
individuals throughout the Kent 
area. Their team of accountants, 
tax and business advisers offer 
support in areas including audit 
and assurance, tax, business 


strategy, corporate finance, 
corporate recovery, counter-fraud 
and financial services. 

“It’s one of the oldest firms in the 
country and certainly one of the 
most entrepreneurial,” said Audit 
and Assurance Partner, Duncan 
Cochrane-Dyet. 

“Along with a traditional culture 
of client care and attention that 
comes from such a rich heritage, 
we invest heavily in the future; not 
only in IT and other tools, but most 


importantly in the quality and 
training of the next generation of 
our people.” 

MHA MacIntyre Hudson also 
specialises in a number of sectors. These 
include Agriculture and Rural 
Business, Healthcare, Legal, Leisure 
and Hospitality, Media and Entertain¬ 
ment, Manufacturing and Engineering, 
Motor, Not for Profit and Technology, to 
name but a few. The firm is passionate 
about enabling their clients to achieve 
their goals. 


r 

Chartered Accountants, Tax and Business 
^Advisers 



MHA MacIntyre Hudson 

GLOBAL EXPERTISE • NATIONAL EXPERIENCE • LOCAL EXCELLENCE® 



We make sure you get the best out of the world you create. Our approach 
is always personal and in a changing world, our support is a constant - and 
enables our clients to achieve their goals. 

Maidstone Office, Cornwallis House 
Pudding Lane, Maidstone 
Kent, MEM 1NH 
Telephone: 01622 75403B 
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Discovery Park 


Innovation House 
Ramsgate Road 
Sandwich CT13 9FF 


Tel: 01304 614060 
Web: 

www.discovery-park.co.uk 


IF YOU’RE a vibrant, innovative business 
looking for a vibrant, innovative new 
home, then look no further - Discovery 
Park awaits you. 

The 220-acre business park just south 
of Ramsgate has proved immensely 
popular since it opened two years ago 
- and not without reason. 

It’s one of the government’s Enterprise 
Zones - areas where special benefits are 
offered to businesses, including tax 
breaks, fast broadband, funding for 
infrastructure and even a relaxation of 
the planning rules, to encourage them to 
locate there. 

The park also has a special start-up 
zone, with small-scale accommodation 
available for new businesses for as little as 
£150 a month - including one or two- 
person offices, banks of desks and even 
mere desk space. The zone offers benefits 
including free wifi, shared breakout areas 
and photocopying and printing facilities. 

As well as an excellent location on the 
main A256 between Sandwich and 
Ramsgate, just a mile from the pictur¬ 
esque medieval town and the coast, there 
are a whole host of facilities on site, 
including cafes, a bakery, a beautician 


and a gym. 

Small wonder, then, that of the 24 
Enterprise Zones across the UK, Discovery 
Park is the most successful - and has just 
welcomed its 100th tenant, Quvium. 

The Boston company manufactures 
sensors for asthma sufferers which indicate 
when an attack is likely - a perfect example 
of the innovation and dynamism which 
characterises Discovery Park. 

“We are attracting a wealth of different 
companies - from established interna¬ 
tional companies to small local start-ups,” 
managing director Paul Barber said. 

“We are a very diverse and vibrant 
business community and there is some 
very innovative work going on here. We 
have a science and technology focus, but 
we also have everything from marketing 
companies to solicitors - and East Kent 
College is based here too. 

“A lot of networking goes on, with 
businesses often doing business with 
other tenants there. We encourage 
companies to work together and share 
information and expertise. 

“We are going from strength to 
strength - we’re a definite success story. 

To get in touch - see contacts on the left. 



ON THE UP: Success story continues at Discovery Park 





Flexible office 
solutions 


Over 100 companies have chosen 
Discovery Park. You could too. 


2,000 sq ft - 200,000 sq fl 

office and laboratory space 


Fully 

serviced 


Conference rooms | High speed internet access | Flexible terms | Business Rate Relief 


DISCOVERY 

PARK 


Enterprise 

Zones 

EUROPE’S LEADING SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PARK I l UK’s most successful 

. r ,, , „ A - Enterprise Zone 

For more information or to talk about your requirements, call Anna Stone, 

Leasing Manager on 01304 614060 or visit www.discovery-park.co.uk 

Discovery Park | Ramsgate Road | Sandwich | Kent | CT13 9FF Find us on Twitter @DiscoveryPark_ 
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Woodchurch 

House 

Brook Street 
Woodchurch 
Ashford TN26 3SN 

Tel: 01233 861600 

Web: 

www.woodchurchhouse.co. 

uk 

Email: enquiries @ 
woodchurchhouse. co .uk 



na ire to vour aavs in a sate 
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FULL OF LIFE: How Woodchurch House aims to create a new beginning 


“PEOPLE who come here become 
part of the family, and their family 
become part of the family too.” 

That’s how Gill Burnham, 
general manager at Woodchurch 
House, describes the attitude of the 
home towards those it cares for. 

The home - which cares for both 
those with dementia and mental 
illnesses, and those who are 
physically frail - aims to treat 
everyone as an individual and 
tailor their care accordingly. 

And that doesn’t just mean the 
medical and practical aspects of the 
round-the-clock nursing care that the 
home provides, but their emotional 
wellbeing and happiness too. 

Accommodation is provided in 
studios and one-bedroom suites, all 
of which have a comfortable sitting 
area, a kitchen and dining area 
and an en-suite wet room. 

And the communal areas don’t 
just include a lounge and dining 
area - there’s an indoor garden with 
plants and benches, and a reminis¬ 
cence area, home to a myriad of 
objects from bygone eras: irons, 
kettles, war memorabilia, shoe 
mending kits, cake stands and old 
fashioned teapots and china which 
people can use to make a cup of tea. 


There are also a variety of clubs, 
including a monthly men’s club 
(which has been known to involve 
beer tasting), a craft club, a 
knitting circle, a gardening club 
and even a choir taught by a 
choirmaster. A bridge club is also 
in the offing. 

There’s even an afternoon happy 
hour once a week where the home 
sets up a bar. 

“There’s something going on 
every day. Entertainers come in 


and there is lots of music and 
singing,” Gill added. 

“We have a very jolly time here. 
There is always something for 
someone to get involved in. But we 
always respect people’s privacy and 
dignity - if they don’t want to get 
involved, that’s okay too. 

“We work really hard to try to 
find what interests people. If they 
had a hobby before they came to 
live here we would try to enable 
them to continue.” 


And she has a simple message for 
anyone who is considering the 
possibility that they might need 
nursing home care. 

“Come in and visit us and spend 
some time with us,” Gill said. 

“It needs to be seen as a new 
beginning, not an ending - a 
different way of going forward. 

“I know first-hand what people 
here experience, and I know how that 
process can feel, and I have hopefully 
brought my experience with me.” 




A home for life for those in need of care 


WOODCHURCH HOUSE 

Nursing Home & Care Suites 


Woodchurch House provides accommodation and nursing care for residents 
in their own private suites. Full 24 hour nursing care is available for all 
residents. Residents' spouses can also be accommodated, so that couples can 
stay together even when one develops the need for on-going care. 

One of the philosophies at the heart of Woodchurch House is to provide 
relationship-centred care. Fostering and nurturing relationships between 
residents, their family and friends and the healthcare professionals who work 
in and visit the home is an integral part of residents care. 



* 24 Hour Nursing Care • Medical Care • Bariatric Service • Pastoral Care 
• Home Cooked Food • Online Residents Care Plans & Daily Reports 
• Hairdressing Salon • GPs on Call • Relationship Centred Care 
• Full Activity Programme including Trips Out 



Tel: 01233 861602 


www.woodchurchhouse.co.uk | Email: enquires@woodchurchhouse.co.uk 
Brook Street, Woodchurch, Ashford, KentTN26 3SN 
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I tg THE FRANCE 
■ SHOW 2015 

23-25 January 2015 | Olympia, London 


If you love France, why not visit The France Show at Olympia, London 


The France Show is back in January 2015, bringing you the very best of France - food, wine, property, 
holiday ideas, travel offers and entertainment - all under one roof. 

For three days in January, Olympia in London is the place to be for a flavour of France. Watch cookery demonstrations from top chefs, 
listen to best-selling author Carol Drinkwater, sample fine French wines at the tutored wine tastings, brush up on your French skills at the language seminars 

and pick up some local specialities at the French market. 



* offer valid until 25 January 2015 


There's so much to experience; we look forward to seeing you there! 


Book your tickets for just £10 and save 35% 

at www.theffanceshow.com/tickets 
or call +44 (0)1242 264777 - promo code KSS42 

www.thefranceshow.com 



Follow us @thefranceshow 
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Couple put their wedding on ice 


By Molly Kersey 

molly.kersey@archant.co.uk 


T HE first dance at a couple’s 
wedding is always an im¬ 
portant one. 

As man and wife they 
take to the floor and demon¬ 
strate their love for one another as they 
sway to music applauded - and then 
joined - by their friends and family. 

But when Lynette Matthews, 33, 
and James Pickard, 34, from Sitting- 
bourne, tied the knot last weekend, 
they decided that simply taking to the 
dance floor was a little too simple. 

So having had the ceremony and 
enjoyed a celebration for their nearest 
and dearest at Hotel du Vin in Tun¬ 
bridge Wells, the happy couple 
proved, quite literally, that stepping 
out in marriage is a case of skating 
around issues, and making sure 
you’re there to pick your partner up 
when they stumble. 

Because they lead their party down 
the slopes of the picturesque Calver- 
ley Grounds which neighbour the 
park and to the town’s temporary 
winter ice rink. 

And there they and their guests 
mingled with members of the public 
who had pulled their skates on for a 
quick festive spin around the rink. 

Explains the new Mrs Pickard: “I 
lived in Tunbridge Wells for a while 
and have always been Christmas mad. 

“I’ve been to the ice rink a few times 
and thought, wouldn’t it be amazing to 
do something different for our wedding.” 


Remarkably, despite having only 
gone skating a few times before, they 
conducted themselves in some style. 

“Well we didn’t fall over, which was 
impressive,” Mrs Pickard joked. 

“James has only done it a few times, 
and I have only done it a few times as 
well. It was magical. It was so Christ¬ 
massy and everyone absolutely loved 
it.” 

Mrs Pickard admitted she was un¬ 
sure how many of the guests would 
like to join them on the ice but said 
that a lot of them were happy to get 
into the spirit of the occasion. 

“We absolutely loved the ice skat¬ 
ing as did all the guests who joined in 
and the ones who watched,” she said. 

“Some 35 people got involved and 
all wore their Christmas jumpers.” 

The couple, who live in Bapchild, 
near Sittingbourne, met through 
work 18 months ago. 

And perhaps unsurprisingly, as 
they jetted off on their honeymoon it 
was to enjoy another festive event. 

“We are off to Austria to go and see 
the Christmas markets,” she ex¬ 
plained to KoS. 

“My parents have got a place there 
so we go there quite a lot anyway. 

“It’s a lovely atmosphere around 
Christmas. 

“We are going to drink some 
mulled wine and make the most of it.” 

The Tunbridge Wells ice rink has 
once again proved a major hit for the 
west Kent town this winter. 

Introduced several years ago in a 
bid to pull visitors into the very heart 



SKATE FUN: The happy couple 
take to the ice. Pictures courtesy of 
Samuel Photography. 

of the town in order for them to skate 
and shop, 

Expanding year on year, the coun¬ 
cil-run attraction has proved a hit 
with the crowds with a host of facili¬ 
ties around the rink offering gift ideas 
and food and drink opportunities. 

It’s open until January 4. 




Corporate ^ 
Membership 

100 Rounds of Golf £590+Vat 
Flexi Membership 
50 Rounds of Golf £395 
100 Rounds of Golf £750 
*** 7 Day Membership *** 

£49.95 per Month 

;tmas Golf & Lunch £25 (2 Courses £29) 
Available Wednesday to Sunday 
Sunday Golf for 4 players Total £69 
Individual Golf Lessons £12 each 
Green Fees from only £9.95 
for 18 Holes 

Golf Societies Food & Golf 
start at £18 
Driving Range Balls 
from £3 


THE COURSE 


The star of the show is the 
superb 18 hole golf course, 
designed by Patrick Dawson. 
Join as a Member and enjoy, 
social golf, competitions, 
advance online booking, 
Ladies, Gentlemen’s and 
Vets Sections, plus play 
40 other courses free. 
Visitors are welcome to 
play at The Ridge 7 days 
a week; you can look 
forward to an excellent 
round on a great course, 
followed by some of our 
renowned catering in Brewsters. 


DINING 


Brewster’s Restaurant is open to the public 7 days 
a week, for Breakfast, Lunch and Bar Meals and 
Snacks. Booking is always advisable for our 
Sunday Lunch. Our team of chef’s, design all 
the menus, preparing meals from fresh local 
produce which range from bar snacks to a ^ 

four course dinner. Our bar hosts a range 
of favourite beers, lagers and an extensive 
wine list. 


FUNCTIONS 


Evening private dinners are fully inclusive, 
hire of Brewster’s restaurant, Full 
Operating Bar, Dance Floor. Birthday parties, 
christenings, anniversaries, corporate lunches, 
or dinners, we cater for every occasion. Separate 
function rooms are available for Funerals. For more 
details or to book call free 0800 024 8730. 


AH Day Menu, Breakfast, 
Light Bites, Main Meals 
and Desserts 

Silver Roast on Fridays £5.95 
Ridge Specials From only £3.95 
Sunday Roast Lunch £7.95 
*** Fixed Price Functions *** 

50 Guests Buffet £650 
Christmas Lunch Menu 
Private Christmas Buffet 
£650 up to 50 

Weddings All Inclusive £2000 
Large Patio overlooking 
the 18 th Green 


For more details or to book call free 0800 024 8730 


The Ridge Golf Club, Chartway Street, Sutton Valence, Maidstone, ME17 3JB 

Tel: 01622 844382 www.theridgegolfclub.co.uk 
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Mixed fortunes for 
county’s retailers 

As part of our campaign to Shop Local! this Christmas, we 
ask how our independent traders have fared so far this year 



By Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk 


W ITH Christmas al¬ 
most upon us, inde¬ 
pendent retailers 
say they are hope¬ 
ful that the econo¬ 
my is beginning to turn a corner, but 
that more needs to be done if the 
county’s high streets are to be saved. 

The festive spending season is nor¬ 
mally the big money spinner for most 
retailers - whether independent or 
not - and this year is no different. 

With £91 billion forecast to pour 
into the economy as a result of present 
buying according to retail analysts, 
Verdict - the stakes are high for our 
independent retailers. 

However, it isn’t just Christmas 
that counts, with the whole year cru¬ 
cial for the smaller retailers, who, un¬ 
able to compete with the volume of 
large chains, need to ensure that they 
are performing whether it’s winter, 
summer or spring. 

Hanne Hother founded her bou¬ 
tique Scandinavian design shop Hos 


Hother in Sevenoaks in October, 
2012. She told KoS the past year has 
been mixed for her. 

She said: “It has been very up and 
down, with some good periods and 
others which weren’t so good. It has 
taken a while for Christmas spending 
to kick in for us, and it certainly seemed 
to come later this year than last. 

“However, people are spending and 
we are seeing solid footfall.” 

But, she says, the shop has faced 
problems with parking proving a par¬ 
ticular issue. 

“Parking is free in the area, which 
is great,” explains Ms Hother. “The 
problem is that instead of shoppers 
using it, we find that there are a lot of 
commuters who end up taking it in¬ 
stead. That’s no good, as it means that 
people can’t come here and access 
shops easily, dragging our offering 
down considerably.” 

She says that her council has start¬ 
ed a consultation into the issue, and 
are seeking to address the problem, 
but that it hasn’t helped in the run up 
to Christmas. 

And traffic is, predictably, one 
of the county’s retailers biggest 


bug-bears elsewhere in the county. 

Canterbury shop owner Debbie 
Barwick told KoS that shopping in 
the city is a nightmare for her 
customers. 

She said: “It’s absolutely awful here 
at the moment, and all the High 
Street’s problems are down to traffic. 
There’s no bus service running past 
our area of the city now, which means 
that any customers who do come to 
Canterbury are funnelled elsewhere. 

“That situation has been made 
worse by totally insufficient parking, 
alongside rumours that existing 
parking is set to be sold off.” 

Mrs Barwick, who has run her 
shop, Revivals, for the past 25 years, 
recently founded the retail lobbying 
organisation, the Canterbury 
Independent Traders’ Association in 
the city. 

Her group already has 106 small, 
independent traders signed up to its 
books, and she says that the trouble¬ 
some problem of parking has hit all of 
them. 

The nub of it, she says, is that the 
lack of parking makes supporting lo¬ 
cal shops an inconvenience that 


many shoppers simply aren’t willing 
to stomach. 

Mrs Barwick explains: “The prob¬ 
lem is that it has become easier to 
shop online, or go to an out of town 
shopping centre where they welcome 
customers with good, cheap, or free 
parking. 

“I had a customer who gave up in 
the end, after she had been stuck in 
traffic for 45 minutes trying to get to 
my shop.” 

So what of the future and 2015 for 
Mrs Barwick? She says that the trad¬ 
ers she represents are feeling the 


pinch more now than even at the 
height of the credit crunch. 

She said: “Traders in Canterbury 
are struggling right now. The real 
frustration for me is that no-one will 
care until it’s too late. It’s only then 
that parking will become available, 
once the city has already died.” 

Although Mrs Barwick, and other 
traders in Canterbury are suffering, 
some in the county are feeling more 
hopeful for the future. 

Steve Jones runs local food outlet 
the Whitstable Produce Store, which 
has recently been voted runner-up in 



find perfect presents 
Jjf for the whole family 
flwrj at Hornby Hobbies 




Open 7 days a week 
10am - 4pm 
Christmas Eve 
10am - 2pm 


BEST 

SELLERS 


> 


WESTWOOD I MARGATE I KENT I CT9 4JX 
www.hornby.com/visitorcentre I Tel: 01843 233524 
E-mail: visitorcentre@hornby.com 


On the A254 Ramsgate 
Road, between Westwood 
Cross Shopping Centre 


and Margate 
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Christmas 
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at Leeds Castle ;> v > * 
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6 th to 23 rd December 2014 

See wonderfully creative Gingerbread Decorations in the Castle 

this Christmas. Explore the festive Christmas Market to discover an * # 

array of seasonal gifts, toys, decorations and delicious hot food and drink. 

Ride on the carousel and Ferris wheel for spectacular views across the 
moat and look out for Real Reindeer stabled at the 
market. A full festive day out for everyone to enjoy. 


LEEDS 


Book online for 10% OFF your annual ticket 


El S Visit leeds-castle.com 
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the Kent Independent Retailer of the 
Year awards. He told KoS that people 
are beginning to spend more, but 
they’re still hunting out bargains 
where they can. 

He said: “People are beginning to 
spend again after the last five years or 
so of austerity. But, what we find they 
are willing to spend on, is good, high 
quality products at prices which still 
show good value. 

“It is certainly busy for us at the 
moment, and we’ve seen a real in¬ 
crease in footfall over the last year.” 

He puts the store’s success down to 


a simple blend of high quality goods 
not offered by bigger retailers, and 
real local sourcing. 

He said: “We offer something that 
the internet and big chains don’t. A 
real connection to the local area. I 
personally know all my suppliers, 
and have worked with them to make 
sure my customers get the best possi¬ 
ble products. 

“It’s about offering something dif¬ 
ferent for my customers. Something 
they cannot get anywhere else; that’s 
what helps independent traders 
succeed.” 


ONE of Kent’s high streets has 
been honoured for being ‘best in 
class’. 

An initiative to promote the UK’s 
best town centres has commended 
Folkestone High Street. 

The Great British High Street 
campaign aims to promote 
shopping locally across the UK. 

One of its initiatives this year, 
has been the creation of a high 
street advent calender. Each day in 
December, a new high street is 
unveiled by the organisation as an 


example of the best local shopping 
areas in the country. 

Folkestone High Street was the 
advent high street on Thursday 
(December 11). 

The Great British High Street 
group says the town deserved to 
feature on the calender because of 
the high standards of collaboration 
between the town centre manage¬ 
ment team, businesses, landlords 
and the council. 

The organisation praised the 
town, saying: “In addition to 


building support for improving the 
appearance of their town centre, 
they have also encouraged 
volunteer involvement and 
provided paid work experience for 
local unemployed people, 
providing them with support and a 
route to help them back to work.” 

Both the High Street and 
Folkestone in general have 
undergone a great deal of 
regeneration over the last few 
years, with the Creative Quarter 
being extensively redeveloped. 



Festive lunches 


Enjoy a walk or guided tour 
and pop in to the resturant for 
a festive lunch afterwards. 


Sissinghurst 

Castle 


Three courses with mince pies 
tea and coffee £25 per person 


Call 01580 710704 to book | nationaltrust.org.uk/Sissinghurst 

Share your Christmas traditions with us 


National Trust 


Christmas pattern inspired by wallpaper at Wimpole Estate, Cambridgeshire 
2014. The National Trust is a Registered charity no. 205846. 
iges. 


Nation; 
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Golly dolls at Dickensian >5 
festival spark race row A 

Labour complains to Medway Council after controversial cuddly toy is 
spotted on sale during last weekend’s popular Rochester Christmas festival 
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Now shop online 
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1ALE: Golly dolls 
sparked political 


By Chris Murphy 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 



Desirable 
Christmas dining 

at intu Lakeside 


Following a £9million refurbishment, you can 
now take a tasty trip around the world this 
festive season with our brand new dining 
experience. Perfect for a little R&R after your 
big Christmas shop! 


} Check out our new additions: 


FIVE GUYS 

to Z zS I- 

masabi 


PATISSERIE 

VALERIE 

- LOVINGLY HANDMADE CAKES - 


RHYTHM 


TORTILLA 

SI 

~7Koii 


) Plus all your favourites! 


Bella Italia, Nando’s, Giraffe, Las Iguanas, Cafe Rouge, 
Wagamama, Miller & Carter Steakhouse, La Tasca, 
Spur Steak & Grill, Strada, Gourmet Burger Kitchen, 
Chopstix, Burger King, Pizza Hut Express, Ed’s Easy 
Diner, Harper’s British Classics, KFC, Gino D’Acampo 
My Pasta Bar, Olive Oil & Oregano, PizzaExpress, 
Sainsy’s Pie & Mash, Taco Bell, 360 Champagne 
& Cocktails, Cafe Giardino, Cinnabon, Pizza Hut, 
Spreads Cafe, SPU DU LIKE, Wimpy, Yo Sushi, Subway, 


McDonalds and M&S Cafe. Phew! 


A POLITICAL row has broken out 
after controversial cuddly ‘golly’ 
toys were on sale at a council-run 
Christmas festival in Medway. 

The leader of the unitary au¬ 
thority’s opposition Labour group said he is 
concerned they should be available, given 
their racist connotations in today’s society (see 
box). 

What was once an acceptable child’s toy is 
now often seen as an insult to black people. It 
was spotted on sale in Rochester’s Castle Gar¬ 
dens during the popular Dickensian Christmas 
Festival. 

Labour leader Vince Maple, who also organ¬ 
ises the annual Love Music Hate Racism music 
festival, was informed of the stand selling the 
controversial dolls after a picture appeared, 
without comment, on Twitter. 

It was later re-Tweeted by Ukip’s newest MP, 
Mark Reckless, also without comment. It was 
one of four in a collage of shots from the fair. 
Mr Reckless says he couldn’t see the fuss and 
denied they were controversial. 

But the picture, taken by a lady called Sue, 
from Strood, has created a storm because it 
was a council organised event. 

Mr Maple told us he has now written to Ri¬ 
chard Hicks, the deputy director of the council 
to complain. 

He wrote: “It has come to my attention that 
inappropriate toys have been sold on a stall 
during this weekend’s Dickens Festival. 

“Named toys include ‘Rasta Golly’ ‘Mini 
Rasta Golly’ and ‘Hand Knitted Golly’. I have 
seen images of this on Twitter. I am sure this is 
not something the council would approve of; 
the history of these toys is well documented. 

“Could I ask to ensure that no such items are 
sold at council run events in the future.” 

Cllr Maple told KoS: “I didn’t particularly see 
the stall, I wish to make it clear, but I had a 
couple of people point out to me the photos that 
were on Mark Reckless’ Twitter feed. 

“Clearly, to see that at a council run event, 
which Dickens Christmas is, I thought was in¬ 
appropriate. 

“Clearly those dolls have got a very long his¬ 
tory and even in recent history, they have been 
at the centre of racist controversy. 

The dolls, selling for £45 on the stall, were 
on sale during the festival which took place 
last weekend. 

Medway Council said the matter has become 
“political” and did not wish to comment. 

Rochester and Strood MP Mark Reckless, 
who shocked the Conservatives when he de¬ 
fected to Ukip and won his seat again during a 
high profile by-election at the end of last 
month, told us he saw nothing wrong with the 
dolls. 

Asked if he had any thoughts about it being 
on sale, he told us: “Not really. 

“I hadn’t actually noticed it when I re-tweeted 
it. I thought it was a good collage of what was go¬ 
ing on at the Dickens Christmas festival. 

“But I don’t think it’s a controversy I need to 
wade in to.” 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


A special one-off version 
of hit BBC TV quiz 
show 01 is to be held at 
the University of Kent 
in the new year, as 
part of the institution’s 50th 
birthday celebrations. 

The line up will include regular 
panellists Alan Davies, Sandi 
Toksvig, Jo Brand and Phil Jupitus. 

Stephen Fry will not be present, 
but his place on the panel will be 
taken by the show’s creator and 
producer, John Lloyd. 

Completing the line-up will be 
the University of Kent’s senior 
lecturer in drama and theatre Dr 
Oliver Double. 

The performance will be taking 
place at the university’s Canter¬ 
bury campus on February 9 2015. 

All profits from the ticket sales of 
‘01 Live at Kent’ will go towards 
the Kent Opportunity Fund, which 
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A special edition of the popular show will be performed live in Canterbury 


supports scholarships and projects 
for student’s extracurricular 
activities and bursaries for 
students in financial hardship. 

Producer John Lloyd said: “I 
genuinely can’t wait to put this on. 

“We’ve got an unbeatable 
line-up of panellists, a fabulous 
venue, the whole 01 research team 
behind us and it’s all for an 
excellent cause. 

“What’s not to get excited about? 
It’s going to be an absolute hoot.” 

01 is a comedy game show whose 
guiding principle is that every¬ 
thing can be interesting if you look 
at it in the right way. 

A series of extremely hard 
questions are posed to the panel¬ 
lists, and while they rarely know 
the right answer they are awarded 
points for providing interesting or 
amusing ones. 

Launched in 2003 and currently 


airing on BBC2 on Fridays at 
10pm, the show is watched all over 
the world and has spawned 
publications including the ‘General 
Ignorance’ series, a ‘Museum of 
Curiosity’ radio show on BBC Radio 
4 and weekly podcasts by ‘01 Elves’. 

Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
Professor Keith Mander said: 

“We’re delighted to host a special 
performance of such a popular 
show- especially as all the panel¬ 
lists have a strong connection with 
the university. 

“It promises to be an entertain¬ 
ing, informative evening for 
everyone involved, with the money 
we raise going towards the Kent 
Opportunity Fund.” 

Alan Davies is a former student, 
Jo Brand has an honorary doctor¬ 
ate, Sandi Toksvig has an honor¬ 
ary degree and lives in nearby 
Herne Bay, while Phill Jupitus’ two 


children are both at the university. 

‘01 Live at Kent’ will take place 
from 7pm to 8.30pm in the 
Colyer-Fergusson Hall. 

Seats in the hall have now sold 
out but special live screenings, 
hosted by students and alumni 
from the university, will also be 
shown at venues across the 
Canterbury campus. 

The exciting event can still be 
viewed at a live screening show in 
the Gulbenkian Cinema, and 
tickets are priced at £10 each. 

In addition to this, tickets to an 
exclusive after-show buffet dinner 
at nearby Darwin Hall are also 
available following the event. 

The tickets are £20 per person, 
along with cinema live stream 
tickets. 

Tickets can be booked at the 
Gulbenkian Box Office, or online at 
www.thegulbenkian.co.uk. 
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Motorline — the largest 
Nissan group in Kent 




near you! 


Ikestone 


Celebrating the opening of Kent’s largest, 
newest and most impressive home for Nissan 
- in Parkwood, MAIDSTONE! Only 1 5 minutes 
from Ashford and 25 minutes from Folkestone! 


WHY NOT PAY US A VISIT? 

WE PROMISE TO MAKE IT WORTH YOUR WHILE! 



2014 64 NISSAN 

MICRA VISIA 
1.2,12V 

FROM ONLY 

£6,995 

SAVE OVER £1,500 

ONMRRP 


PERSONAL CONTRACT PURCHASE (PCP) FINANCE EXAMPLE 


ON THE 

CUSTOMER 

AMOUNTOF 

1ST MONTHLY 

35 MONTHLY 

OPTIONAL 

TOTAL AMOUNT 

DURATION OF 

ANNUAL 

EXCESS MILEAGE 

ANNUALFIXED 


ROAD PRICE 

DEPOSIT 

CREDIT 

PAYMENT 

PAYMENTS 

FINAL PAYMENT 

PAYABLE 

AGREEMENT 

MILEAGE 

CHARGE(+VAT) 

RATEOFINTEREST 

APR 

£6,995 

£950.55 

£6,044.45 

£135 

£95 

£3,474 

£7,884.55 

37 MONTHS 

8,000 

8p PER MILE 

2% 

6.2% 



2014 64 NISSAN 

NOTE 

ACENTA 1.2 

FROM ONLY 

£10,995 

SAVE OVER £2,000 

ONMRRP 


REPRESENTATIVE PERSONAL CONTRACT PURCHASE (PCP) FINANCE EXAMPLE 


ON TH E 

CUSTOMER 

AMOUNTOF 

1ST MONTHLY 

35 MONTHLY 

OPTIONAL 

TOTAL AMOUNT 

DURATION OF 

ANNUAL 

EXCESS MILEAGE 

ANNUALFIXED 

REPRESE1M 

ROAD PRICE 

DEPOSIT 

CREDIT 

PAYMENT 

PAYMENTS 

FINAL PAYMENT 

PAYABLE 

AGREEMENT 

MILEAGE 

CHARGE (+VA1) 

RATEOFINTEREST 

APR 

£10,995 

£1,995 

£9,000 

£190 

£150 

£4,699 

£12,134 

37 MONTHS 

8,000 

8p PER MILE 

2% 

5.5% 


Motorline Nissan 


www.motorline.co.uk/nissan 


Motorline Maidstone 

Bircholt Road, Parkwood, 
Maidstone, Kent ME15 9XY. 

Tel: 01622 538538 


Motorline Crawley 

1 Gatwick Road, 
Crawley RH10 9DE. 

Tel: 01293 844700 


Motorline Dartford 

555 Princes Road, 
Dartford DA2 6HH. 

Tel: 01322 280025 


Motorline Tunbridge Wells 

Dowding Way, 

Tunbridge Wells TN2 3UY. 

Tel: 01892 500700 


Official fuel consumption figures in mpg(l/100km) for the Nissan range are: Urban 16.6 (17.0) - 54.3 (5.2), Extra-urban 32.1 (8.8) - 74.3 (3.8), Combined 24.0 (11.8) - 65.7 (4.3). Official emission figures range from 275-99/km. 

PCP Nissan finance provided by Barclays Partner Finance, 1 Churchill Place, London El 4 5HP. Finance provided subject to age and status, guarantees / indemnities may be required, further charges may be made subject to the mileage and condition of the car if you elect to return the car at the end of the finance agreement. 
Vehicles shown for illustration purposes only. These offers supersede any previously advertised offers and are subject to availability. We can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected finance providers. We may receive a commission from them for the introduction. At the end of the agreement 
there are 3 options: (i) Renew: part exchange the vehicle; (ii) Retain: pay the Optional Final Payment to own the vehicle; or (iii) Return the vehicle. Further charges may be made subject to the condition or mileage of the vehicle. You will not own the vehicle until all payments are made. 
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Take home a slice of a 
classic cathedral sound 



By Molly Kersey 

moUy.kersey@archant.co.uk 


T HE world famous choir 
of Canterbury Cathedral 
has recorded a new CD. 

The new recording, 
which is called Even¬ 
song, features the full vocal range 
of the choir and was made as a 
result of a huge number of requests. 

They were directed by Dr David 
Flood, Master of Choristers and 
Organist at Canterbury Cathedral. 

The organ was played by David 
Newsholme, assistant organist at 
the cathedral. 

“The Cathedral Choir’s new CD 
is a response to the hundreds of 
requests for a recording of 
Evensong,” Dr Flood explained. 

“This recording captures the 
choir in fine form and includes 
some outstanding music from its 
wide repertoire, linked with 
readings chosen by the Dean of 
Canterbury, the Very Rev Dr 
Robert Willis.” 

Evensong is the form of evening 
prayer used by the Church of 
England, which was written by 
Archbishop Thomas Crammer. 

It has been used since the 16th 


century and incorporates 
elements of two Benedictine 
services, Vespers and Compline, 
that were sung daily by the monks 
in Canterbury Cathedral prior to 
the Reformation. 

Cramner combined some of the 
words used in both services to 
create today’s form of Evensong. 

It is sung or said every day at the 
cathedral, and the recording 
provides a sample of the tradition. 

It contains a variety of music 
from many eras. 

Dr Flood added: “It includes a 


wonderful recording of Rejoice in 
the Lamb by Benjamin Britten, the 
Magnificat by Giles Swayne, the 
Nunc dimittis by Gustav Holst, 
and the anthem written for the 
Jubilee of the Queen in 2012 by 
Will Todd, Call of Wisdom. 

“With some fine organ volun¬ 
taries from David Newsholme, this 
is a disc not to be missed.” 

Evensong is £12.50 and it is 
available from the cathedral’s 
shop. For more information 
or to purchase it, visit 
www.cathedral-enterprises.co.uk 



Geek confirms 2015 dates 


VIDEO game festival Geek has 
confirmed it will return to 
Margate for a three-day event 
from February 20 to 22. 

The event, focusing on the 
evolution of gaming, will be at 
Margate Winter Gardens. 



Private Widdle returns 


PAUL Foot will be taking a mini-break from his 
UK tour to host The Private Widdle Social 
Club’s Christmas Cracker Show at The 
Arcade, Dreamland, on December 19 at 7pm. 

Booking is essential and tickets can be 
purchashed at www.dreamlandchristmas- 
cracker.eventbrite.co.uk 


CATHEDRAL: CD will be music 
to many people’s ears 



SOOTHING: Evensong is 
available to buy now 


Vote for X Factor hopeful 


WEST Wickham’s Ben Haenow 
is going for glory this weekend 
after securing a place in the X 
Factor grand final. 

The 29-year-old will vie with 
Fleur East and Andrea Faustini 
to be crowned the winner. 



Horsebridge's film boost 

It’s lights, camera, action at the Horsebridge 
Centre, Whitstable, where the British Film 
Institute is set to deliver some £5,000 worth 
of new equipment. 

A projector, screen, amplifier and 
speakers will be installed for free as part 
of the BFI’s national neighbourhood cinema 
scheme. 
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To advertise 
here call 

01233 

653461 
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Free Valuation 
No Obligation - Call Now 

020 8622 5013 

YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


ANGEL FLEAMARKET 


Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 

8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 

01732 456196 • 07798876857 

email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 


St. Mary's Upchurch 
are holding a 
Christmas tree 
festival 


from 14th to 20th 
December from 
2pm to 5pm each 
afternoon. 


Proceeds to 
Elimination of 
Leukaemia Fund 


bloomers iRestanrcmt 

Cosy, intimate, candlelit, romantic 

BOOK NOW r 

01474 322131 

15-16 The Overcliffe, Gravesend DA 11 OEF 

www. over cliffehotelkent .co.uk 


A 


KINGSWOOD CHRISTMAS 
E^-jg TREES 

Buy a first grade Christmas Tree 
direct from the Grower, cut or 
rooted -probably the best value 
trees and largest choice in Kent 
including non-drop varieties, 
wreaths frshly made on site 

Enjoy a drink by the fire 

£1 off a tree with this advert 
10% off with tree + stand + lights 
FREE kid’s tree with every tree 


DECORATIONS 
LIGHTS ,POTS 
STANDS-MISLETOE 
GIFT SHOP 
SHOP OPENS 
DAILY FROM SAT: 
1STH NOV- 

Gravelly Bottom Road, Kingswood, Maidstone, 

ME173NU 

T 01622 843780 F 01622 843410 M 07802 269019 
E letty.miller@btinternet.com 
www.kingswoodchristmastrees.co.uk 

FOR MAP-SEE WEBSITE CC ACCEPTED 

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 











No job too small 
DSS Welcome. 24 hour service 
Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available. 

WWW. I 


mm 


01634 280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 


r ^\\e Loc$/ 

Handyman vl ? 

Plumbing (City & Guilds Qualified) ~ Bathrooms 
Washing Machines Installed ~ Radiators Moved 
Landlords / Property Maintenance ~ Guttering 
Painting/Decorating ~ Flat Pack Assembly 
Garden Maintenance ~ Hedge Trimming 
Laminate Flooring ~ General Repairs ~ Odd Jobs 
No job to small ~ References Available 
Fully Insured ~ All areas of Kent covered 

Vcall Clive: 07765 663322V 



U/tit* 661 612 
II <£1 'LL OH Cll{ 
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Tale of hubris and deceit 

MARK Thomas will bring a tale 
of hubris, demos and deceit to 
the Folkestone Quarterhouse 
on April 24 at 8pm. 

The show follows on from 
award-winning Brave Figaro. 

To book call 01303 760 750 



TV star due in Maidstone 


THE star of BBC2’s comedy show Mock The 
Week, Andy Parsons, will be bringing his new 
show Live and Unleashed-But Naturally 
Cautious to the Hazlitt Theatre, Maidstone, on 
February 26 at 8pm. 

For more details or to book please, visit 
www.parkwoodtheatres.co.uk 


Pixie visits Bluewater 


FRESH from her appearance on 
Strictly Come Dancing, pop 
princess Pixie Lott appeared at 
Bluewater on Thursday to greet 
her Kent fans. 

The star lost out to Simon 
Webbe in the dance off. 



Best-seller brought to life 

THE stage adaptation of of Dead Simple, Peter 
James’ all time best-selling novel, will pre¬ 
miere at Dartford’s Orchard Theatre from 
January 14 to 17. 

A host of famous faces including Tina Hobley 
and Jamie Lomas will bring the work to life. 

For more information or to book please, visit 
www.orchardtheatre.co.uk 


C ELEBRATING 50 years 
of number one hit sin¬ 
gles, the Magic of Mo¬ 
town is bringing a 
brand new Reach Out 
2014 tour to town. 

Well-loved songs including 
Dancing in the Street, My Girl, 
Where Did Our Love Go and My 
Guy rocketed Motown to the top 
of the singles charts in 1964. 

The Magic of Motown gives 
audience members the chance to 
relive the classic hits. 

They will be performing at The 
Churchill Theatre, Bromley, on 
January 30 at 8pm. 

Direct from the USA, the Magic 
of Motown will authentically 
revive the style and sophistication 
of everyone’s favourite Motown 
legends. 

Show producer Michael Taylor 
told us: “Sadly, many of the 
original Motown legends are 
either no longer with us or no 
longer touring. 

“The Magic of Motown is the 
nearest you’ll get to authentically 
capturing their incredible musical 
legacy in a live show. 


“Our young cast is able to reflect 
the exuberance and excitement of 
these songs as they were originally 
performed. 

“The Magic of Motown 2014 
Reach Out tour brings to the stage 
36 of these chart-toppers back to 
back in one critically acclaimed 
production. 

“This year we’re proud to 
announce that the show will 
include more number one hits 
than ever before. 

“As well as dazzling dance 
moves, and glittering costumes 
galore, the elusive, authentic 


sound of Motown is recreated by 
our incredible Magic of Motown 
band.” 

Care is taken to reproduce the 
look of the Motown stars on stage. 

Employing the services of top 
costume designer Claire Davis, 
they have created a selection of 
colourful costumes for the cast. 

Leading man Andre Lejaune 
choreographes the cast to 
perform the intricate dance 
moves which made the Motown 
stars famous. 

Visit www.atgtickets.com/ 
bromley to book your seats. 


AUTHENTIC: The look of the 
Motown stars has been recreated. 



Show brings magic of 
Motown to Churchill 

By Molly Kersey 

moUy.kersey@archant.co.uk 



INCREDIBLE : Brand new tour 





RICS 


RICS South East Conferences 

RICS promotes and enforces the highest professional qualifications 
and standards in the development and management of land, real estate, 
construction and infrastructure. Our name promises the consistent 
delivery of standards - bringing confidence to the markets we serve. 
With this in mind, RICS offers you local CPD events to your doorstep, 
helping you gain recognition through professional standards and 
earn your CPD hours with confidence: 

RICS CPD Day, Ashford 

29 January 2015, Ashford 
rics.org/kentcpd 

RICS Rural Conference 

12 February, Kent 
rics.org/southeastrural 

RICS CPD Series 2015 

Various locations. South East of England 
rics.org/cpdseries 


Limited spaces available. Book your place online today. 


ncs.org 
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Respond to the Christmas carol message 



THINK: If you attend a nativity this Christmas spare a thought for the message in the carols you will sing 


By Rev Anthony Everett 

Christ Church, Herne Bay 


M ANY songs both modern 
and more traditional 
have a special place in 
people’s hearts and 
minds. 

This may be due to particular 
memories or relationships. 

Many people would have a 
favourite Christmas carol, perhaps 
one that they sang as a child, or one 
that has particular family memories. 

In this year, the hundredth 
anniversary of the start of the First 
World War has meant that Silent 
Night has reverberated around our 
major football stadiums. 

Teams have stood together to 
celebrate the Christmas truce that 
occurred 100 years ago with the 
rumoured singing of Silent Night 
across the trenches and the outbreak 
of spontaneous football matches 
certainly behind the trenches and 
probably in the neutral zone. 

For Christians, Christmas carols of 
course have a much deeper signifi¬ 
cance as they reflect the belief that 
Christmas is all about the arrival of 
the Son of God into the world. 

Jesus’ coming has inspired some 
memorable songs and tunes. 

The writers of carols wanted 
people to know what was really 
happening that first Christmas so 
although we may think that all the 
carols are basically the same 
actually they are not. 


So whether you hear a carol in a 
supermarket, join a nativity celebra¬ 
tion at school or church, listen to 
carols on TV or go to a carol service, 
here are some things to think about. 

How well do we keep our promises 
to one another? 

At Christmas we may promise a 


present to someone that we then find 
it impossible to get. 

Some carols remind us that God 
keeps his promises. He promised 
hundreds of years before that one 
would come to deal with all the 
things we do wrong. 

Silent Night, It Came Upon a 


Midnight Clear and even Little 
Donkey remind us of such a thing. 

The recent Netmums survey about 
how few schools now have a tradition¬ 
al nativity has caused great debate as 
to whether this is right or wrong. 

I will experience both this 
Christmas but even in the least 


traditional of events every time we 
hear or sing While Shepherds 
Watched, We three Kings, The First 
Nowell, and The Virgin Mary Had a 
Baby Boy we are reminded of the 
events of that first Christmas. 

Like all good songs these carols are 
meant to engage our emotions and 
so we are encouraged to respond in 
wonder and joy. 

The fact that God enters our world 
in Jesus to show us what God is like 
and that He wants us to know Him 
as father and friend has to invoke an 
emotional response. 

The last verse of In The Bleak 
Midwinter illustrates this 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a 
lamb; 

If I were a Wise Man, I would do my 
part; 

Yet what I can I give him: Give my 
heart. 

As you hear or sing a carol this 
Christmas will you pause a moment 
and think ‘What is Christmas really 
all about? How can I respond?’ 




NOW OPEN! 

Craig Revel horwood 


Paul Burling 


us Captain Hook 


Dawson Chance 

8‘WILLY’ 


The Swashbuckling Pantomime Adventure! 

Fri 12 Dec 2014 - Sat 3 Jan 2015 

DARTFORD , 

ORCHARD THEATRE orchardtheatre.co.uk 

Ticket Office 01322 220000 H iwrni 
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Overwhelming diversity in Bolivia 
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UNSPOILT AND STUNNING : Bolivia has much to offer visitors keen on big views and in big setting 


TRAVEL REVIEW: Bolivia 

by Sarah Marshall 


H INDERED by ongoing in¬ 
dustrial disputes and a 
controversial socialist 
administration, Bolivia 
has always been the poor 
child of South America, rich in natu¬ 
ral resources but failing to attract the 
tourist numbers of neighbouring 
Peru. 

Yet its overwhelmingly diverse 
scenery and largely unexplored ar¬ 
chaeological sites evoke a sense of 
real discovery for anyone who visits. 

I’d arrived in Bolivia several days 
earlier, crossing the border from Chile 
at Hijo Canjon, with a local knowl¬ 
edgeable driver. Turning onto a 
bumpy dirt track, I waved goodbye to 
paved tarmac and road signs for the 
next seven days, embarking on a 
journey that would take me through 
the Andes and Bolivia’s Altiplano, 
climbing to head-thumping heights 
of 5,000m. 

Undoubtedly Bolivia’s greatest 
tourist attraction is the Salar de Uyu- 
ni, the world’s largest salt flat, pulled 
taut like a blinding white blank can¬ 
vas across a 12,000sq km frame. 

Formed from prehistoric lakes, the 
honeycomb patchwork of crystallized 
crust is also a cause of concern for en¬ 
vironmentalists, as a rich source of 
lithium lies beneath its surface, a 
prospect too tempting for the govern¬ 
ment to ignore. 

Having stayed the night at Palacio 
del Sal, a hotel carved entirely from 
salt, we drive to Incahuasi, one of 
many island oases dotted across the 
flats, and climb a path weaving 
through tall, bulbous cacti. 

Our journey continues for several 
hours before salt gives way to soil at 
the foot of Mount Tanupa, where lla¬ 
mas graze in the shadow of Santos 
Quispe Cayo’s sculpture garden. 


Many of the country’s hotels are 
community run - to varying degrees 
of success. 

One flourishing business is the To- 
marapi Ecolodge in the Sajama Na¬ 
tional Park, where guests stay in sim¬ 
ple lodges and homemade food is 
cooked in an outdoor clay oven. 

The park’s main attraction is the 
6,542m Sajama volcano, the second 
highest peak in South America, but 
we choose to tackle less arduous 


walking trails during our stay. 

Passing a bofedal, where camelids 
gather to graze and drink water, we 
trek through bristly teardrops of 
bunched hard grass and yareta plants 
that bear a disturbing resemblance to 
neon cowpats, until we reach a patch 
of khenua bushes, constituting the 
highest forest in the world. 

Five communities still live inside 
the national park, and we encounter 
families using volcanic stones to 


build barbecues, and cholitas (indig¬ 
enous women in traditional dress) 
boiling eggs in the hot springs of gey¬ 
ser fields. 

But even in big cities such as La 
Paz, it’s possible to find cholitas wear¬ 
ing bowler hats and a millefeuille of 
petticoats, as we discover when we 
visit. 

As we ride in a new government- 
funded cable car above the city, I look 
down and see a guitar-strumming 


SARAH Marshall was a guest 
of HighLives Travel. 

They offer the 13-day 
Bolivian Odyssey from £2,100 
per person - excluding flights. 

For more information please 
visit www.highlives.co.uk or 
alternatively you can call 020 
8144 2629. 

Extension to Sajama National 
Park costs from £600 per 
person. 

The tour includes accommo¬ 
dation, transfers, guided tours 
and some meals. 


minstrel singing to tombs in the city’s 
main cemetery, an extremely moving 
practice that’s been undertaken for 
years. Although of great benefit to the 
local community, I wonder if the 
money spent on the Teleferico project 
could have been better invested else¬ 
where - namely in excavating some of 
the country’s largely unexplored ar¬ 
chaeological sites. 

The most famous to date is Tiwana- 
ku, just outside La Paz, a pre-Colom¬ 
bian city thought to be twice the size 
of Machu Picchu and thousands of 
years older. 

Despite being exposed to the sun 
and wind, the sunken floor of a grand 
temple is remarkably well preserved, 
featuring a series of unnerving sand¬ 
stone faces, which some scholars the¬ 
orize were created to reflect the differ¬ 
ent cultures passing through the 
community at that time. 

During my visit, I count just four 
people excavating the still largely un¬ 
covered site, and I wonder, at this 
rate, how many years it will take for 
Bolivia to discover it’s truly inex¬ 
haustible resource. 

For now though, until the correct 
funding is in place, perhaps it’s safer it 
remains underground. 


Film Reviews by Damon Smith 




The Hobbit: The Battle of the 
Five Armies 

(12A, 144 mins) Action/Comedy/ 
Adventure/Romance 

IT has been a long and sometimes 
gruelling slog since The Lord Of 
The Rings: The Return Of The King. 

Giddy expectation has crashed 
and burned, with only a few 


smouldering embers for ardent 
fans to stoke in the hope that 
Jackson might redeem himself with 
this concluding chapter of The Hob¬ 
bit trilogy. 

Alas, The Battle Of Five Armies 
bids farewell to the hobbits, dwarfs 
and elves with a whimper rather 
than a bang. 

The script occasionally deviates 
from Tolkien’s source text, contriv¬ 
ing one superfluous and protracted 
interlude with elvish allies Elrond 
and Galadriel and wizard Saruman 
to provide a flimsy bridge between 
the two series. 

Jackson’s mastery of action 
sequences is beyond doubt - the 
two set pieces, which bookend this 
film, are executed with flair, 
precision and a miasma of impres¬ 
sive digital effects. 

However, all that technical sound 
and fury without comparable 
emotional heft makes for increas¬ 
ingly wearisome viewing. 


As the fate of Middle Earth hangs 
in the balance, Thorin sacrifices 
everything in his selfish pursuit of 
the mythical Arkenstone. 

The film follows a similar 
template to earlier pictures, 
resolving plot strands including the 
forbidden romance of Tauriel and 
Kili as the blood flows in brutal fight 
sequences. 

Comical interludes with Alfrid 
seem to jar with the darker tone 
that pervades this chapter, 
including the inevitable loss of at 
least one hero in the melee. 

Freeman’s performance 
provides a flimsy emotional 
fulcrum while co-stars battle with 
their characters’ demons or hordes 
of bloodthirsty ores. 

As the end credits roll, accompa¬ 
nied by an original song from Billy 
Boyd who played Pippin in The 
Lord Of The Rings saga, we feel a 
sense of relief rather than sadness. 

Rating: 6/10. 


Tinker Bell and the Legend of 
the Neverbeast 

(U, 76 mins) Animation/Fantasy/ 
Drama/Comedy.) 


TINKER Bell And The Legend Of 
The Neverbeast is the sixth and 
most enjoyable instalment in the 
series so far, referencing Beauty 
And The Beast and the fable of 


Androcles and the lion to teach 
children - particularly girls - that 
true beauty comes from within. 

Director Steve Loter and his team 
of animators dilute that message by 
festooning the screen with pretty, 
slim, rosy-cheeked and beautifully 
coiffured protagonists dressed in 
figure hugging fairy fashions. But 
it’s the thought that counts. 

Rating: 6/10 
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By Hannah Stephenson 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 





FREE INDOOR DECORATIONS AND ADORNMENTS : Bringing a little piece of your garden inside can really help to get you into the Christmas spirit 


Look to aa 



decoration 


Y OU may be tempted by ex¬ 
pensive, fancy table deco¬ 
rations and wreaths in 
shops, but, if you look in 
your garden, you’ll find 
some brilliant adornments for free. 

All you need for an effective table 
decoration, for instance, is a few uni- 
form-sized small glass holders into 
which a single cone can be placed, 
topped with a flower such as an or¬ 
chid, as demonstrated by Judith 
Blacklock, principal of The Judith 
Blacklock Flower School. 

Garden foliage can form the base of 
a cornucopia of decorations. Take 
clippings from evergreens including 
conifers, box, holly and ivy, to make a 
base for wreaths and swags to which 
you can add berries, fruits, baubles 
and bows. 

Common plants which are ideal in¬ 
clude Skimmia japonica, which has 
glossy red berries and leaves which 
are much easier to handle than holly 
because they don’t have the accom¬ 
panying spikes, Judith says. 

“Variegated holly is another great 
choice because of the wonderful vari¬ 
egated foliage, while berried ivy, Hed- 
era Helix Arborescens produces black 
fruits which are at their best at 
Christmas,” she said. 

“Fruiting ivy can be found in virtu¬ 
ally every garden hedgerow and 
placed in a vase with flowers like 
anemones threaded through. 

“Spray the leaves with gold for a re¬ 
ally festive effect.” 

Add skimmia and bay from your 
garden to traditional wreaths. If you 


want to add bits of dried fruit, cinna¬ 
mon sticks, berries or baubles, make 
sure you have plenty of them. 

Judith says: “Go natural - collect, 
use and spray leaves, berries, seed 
heads and cones. The best way to 
spray is by placing your finds in a 
small box. Spray once, close and rat¬ 
tle the box, then open and spray 
again. 


Achieve more scent with a room 
spray or an unobtrusive scented stick 
such as the newly launched Scentsi- 
cles, biodegradable dark green or 
brown sticks, which you can add to a 
wreath or decoration (£6 per pack of 
six in four fragrances, from John 
Lewis and leading garden centres). 

Judith has even developed a design 
featuring a Brussels sprout base 


topped with skimmia berries and 
anemones. 

Cut a piece of foam (keep it dry) into 
a vertical column that is sufficiently 
wide and tall to hold a container. 
Press the container firmly into the 
foam to mould the shape and depth of 
it and then remove the container and 
with a knife cut out the piece of foam 
so your container fits. 


The rim of the container should rise 
just above the foam. 

Cut some cocktail sticks in two and 
trim the spouts so they have a smooth 
base and insert a stick into the base of 
each sprout, positioned in the foam. 

Repeat until the foam is covered. 
Pour water into the inner container 
and evenly arrange your foliage, ber¬ 
ries and flowers. 
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Our new ($ar, 

NOW OPEN 

Whatever your event we can cater for you 
in our newly refurbished function room, 

Please call to enquire 
about our package prices 


llith Wt m 

CireaL364 


CrcSiam Lane, Hernhill, Kent, MED 9JR 

01227 751207 
www.theredlion.org 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


Gloag’s charity 
influences? 


A COUPLE of months before Ann 
Gloag closed Manston Airport, she 
was approached to join Bill Gates’ 
Giving pledge campaign by the 
Microsoft boss’s wife Melinda. 

Ann Gloag has signed up to the 
scheme and pledged to give away 
half of her estimated £500 million 
fortune before she dies. I believe the 
timing of this is very significant. 

Could it be that with advancing 
age, she realised that to realise her 
new charitable commitment she 
made a mistake with Manston and 
doesn’t have the time to waste on it 
with her greater ambitions? 

She approached leaders in Kent 
for suggestions, KCC steps in and 
persuades her this is a great 
opportunity to start afresh with 
Manston and there are appropriate 
developers waiting. 

Perhaps she was persuaded that 
this was in Kent’s best interest and 
she went along with it because she 
wanted out as soon as possible. 

The sad thing is Manston was 
about to be successful, it just 
became owned by the wrong 
person at the wrong time in her life 
as her circumstances suddenly 
changed. 

I propose that senior leaders in 
the Government talk to Ann Gloag 
and make her realise she has been 
given very bad advice. Impress 
upon her that Manston will either 
be an airport or a toxic wasteland, 
that for any developer it would be 
like building on the side of a 
mountain such is the outcry of 
public opinion. 

I propose that government 
officials ask Ann Gloag to bury her 
differences with Riveroak and they 
work together for a new beginning 
as a global hub for distribution by 
air of international aid. This would 
have great synergy with her 
ambitions for charitable work in 
Africa. 

Kent is well placed to provide all 
kinds of services like biomedicine, 
solar heaters, solar panels, water 
purification plants, temporary 
shelter, medical equipment and 
supplies, education supplies - the 
potential list is endless. Pharma¬ 
ceutical plants need to be near an 
airport. Develop the Discovery 
Park for these. 

It could be the envy of the world 
and really put Thanet on the map. 
Add to this cargo and airplane 
dismantling, it’s something to get 
excited about. 

Mike Thompson 

Waltham 

Stay alert over 
flood defences 


IT IS extremely good news that the 
Government has pledged another 
£10 million for sea defences on 
Romney Marsh. 

I would add a word of apprecia¬ 
tion to both our local MPs, 

Damian Collins and Amber 
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Real price of homes 
on greenfield sites 


DESPITE the Campaign to Protect 
Rural England (CPRE)’s excellent 
campaign to build new housing 
on previously developed 
brownfield land (KoS 30.11), 
many local authorities in Kent 
and elsewhere continue to grant 
permission for housing on 
undeveloped greenfield sites. 

Why? Because they do not have 
up-to-date local plans and 
housing needs assessments as 
required since 2012. 

This means that, although 
there may be sufficient brownfield 
land available, developers wishing 
to build houses on greenfield sites 
have a good chance of successfully 
appealing rejected planning 
applications. 

In Thanet, the council recently 
withdrew its objections to a 550 
house development on 
agricultural land near Westwood 
Cross because it doesn’t have an 
up-to-date development plan or 
housing assessment. 

It’s virtually certain that an 
application for 880 houses on 
farmland outside Ramsgate and 
plans to build houses on the 700 
acres of open spaces at the former 
Manston Airport site will be 
approved for the same reason 

I was shocked to learn last week 
that Thanet’s revised development 


Rudd, MP for Hastings & Rye. 

Very soon after they were elected 
they took time to appraise them¬ 
selves of the serious threat of 
flooding to Romney Marsh, and 
have done everything they can to 
encourage the Government to 
make funds available. 

The Environment Agency already 
has in place a number of schemes, 
which if implemented together 
would certainly give reasonable 
protection for the Marsh. 

I was encouraged by a visit to the 
Broomhill Scheme which will give 
added protection to the homes and 
properties at Jury’s Gap and Camber. 


plan and housing assessment will 
not be ready until 2017 - that’s an 
incredible five years in the 
making. 

This means that despite 
abundant brownfield land, the 
next two years will be ‘open 
season’ for developers wishing to 
build on our greenfield sites and 
there is little we can do to stop 
them. 

Sadly I suspect that delays in 
preparing Thanet’s development 
plan and housing assessment may 
be deliberate. Because for every 
house built in their area, councils 
receive an additional Government 
payment equivalent to the council 
tax paid on that property for a 
period of six years. This could mean 
a windfall of several million for 
cash-strapped councils like Thanet. 

So despite the 2011 manifesto 
promise by Thanet’s ruling 
Labour Party to protect greenfield 
and open spaces from 
development; Thanet and many 
other councils are forced to drag 
their feet in producing new local 
plans so as to milk a perversely 
incentivised cash cow and destroy 
much of our rural environment in 
the process. 

Cllr Ian Driver 

Green Party, 
Thanet District Council 


I was disappointed that so few 
people bothered to attend the 
public consultation events put on 
recently by the Environment 
Agency to give local people the 
opportunity to make their 
comments on the various schemes 
to protect the Marsh. 

This is no time for complacency. 

With rising sea levels and 
climate change, parts of the Marsh 
are extremely vulnerable, and if 
one part of the Marsh is breached 
then, as some of us have said so 
many times before, the whole 
Marsh is at risk. 

The Dymchurch scheme and 


now the Broomhill scheme are 
excellent. 

Now that the promised funding 
is in place to carry out the remain¬ 
ing schemes, pressure must 
continue until they are completed. 

Terry Preston, 

Former Chairman of Defend our 
Coast Association (DOC) 

We are ready for 
winter weather 


I WAS disappointed to read your 
reader H Bell’s letter (KoS, 30.11) 
suggesting that the “few flakes” of 
snow that settle in Kent bring the 
county to a standstill every winter. 

This is nonsense and wholly 
unfair. I wonder if H Bell actually 
lives in Kent. 

Kent County Council, as the 
highway authority for Kent, has a 
comprehensive plan for winter. 

We subscribe to detailed weather 
forecasting services to enable us to 
anticipate ice and snow, and 
thermal mapping and local 
knowledge means that we always 
know when to carry out precau¬ 
tionary gritting on the primary 
and secondary routes so that 
people can get to work and to 
school, and the business of Kent 
can continue. 

We have over 23,000 tonnes of 
grit and more than 60 gritters to 
work round the clock when needed. 

With farmers to help us in the 
rural areas and our district council 
colleagues to keep the town centres 
clear, and with grit bins where 
they’re needed, we can keep Kent 
moving. 

David Brazier, 

KCC cabinet member, 
environment & transport 

Pity the foreign 
driver at tunnel 


WITH reference to the Dartford 
Crossing article (KoS, last week) in 
which Luke Bosnet of the AA 
highlighted some of the issues 
raised with the new tolling system, 
it missed out what will be the real 
money earner for the Highways 
Agency. 

That is fines, especially from 
foreign registered vehicles. 

While some of the major foreign 
haulage companies will be up to 
date, how about the occasional 
users, like tourists? 

How will they know for example 
that they can use the whole of the 
motorway system for free which 
includes the Medway/M2 bridge, yet 
a few miles further on, have to pay 
to use this tiny section of the M2 5? 

Even if they could read some 
signs, saying they had to pay; would 
they know how? Drive through a 
toll booth it is clear cut. 

Easy to knock jolly foreigners, but 
so are we when we go abroad; 
would you like to be treated like 
this? 

Terry Hudson 

Whitstable 
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images of kent 



Knole Park 

by Amanda Lord, 
Edenbridge 


If your picture is printed on 
this page you will receive an 
any-duration Dover-Calais 
return crossing for a car and 
up to five passengers, valid 
for a year, courtesy of... 


myFERRYlink 

Owned and run by the crew 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 
Note: all digital images must be 
no less than 200dpi. 


THE FRANCE 
B SHOW 2015 

23-25 January 2015 | Olympia, London 
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If you love France, why not 
visit The France Show 
at Olympia, London 

The France Show is back in January 2015, bringing you the 
very best of France - food, wine, property, holiday ideas, 
travel offers and entertainment - all under one roof. 

For three days in January, Olympia in London is the place to be 
for a flavour of France. Watch cookery demonstrations from 
top chefs, listen to best-selling author Carol Drinkwater, sample 
fine French wines at the tutored wine tastings, brush up on your 
French skills at the language seminars and pick up some local 
specialities at the French market. 

There's so much to experience; we look forward 
to seeing you there! 


Book your tickets for just £10 and save 35% 

at www.thefranceshow.com/tickets 
or call +44 (0)1242 264777 - promo code KSS42 

www.thefranceshow.com 
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THE NEW PEUGEOT 108 

WITH JUST ADD FUEL® 


108 ACTIVE 

► 7" colour touchscreen 

► Bluetooth® 


► DAB digitaL radio 

► Manual air conditioning 


YEARS 

INSURANCE* 

WARRANTY 
SERVICING 
CAR TAX* 

ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 



NEW PEUGEOT 108 ACTIVE 

Just Add Fuel® covers all key driving expenses for three years, including insurance, with one fixed 
monthly payment. And is now available on the New Peugeot 108, which offers you a 7 “ colour 
touchscreen, Bluetooth®, DAB digital radio and manual air conditioning. Want to know more? Just 
get in touch. 


MOTION & EMOTION 


We're support'^ 

\D10P 

y Children In Need 



MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

Broad Oak Road, CANTERBURY, CT2 7PX01227 388550 www.motorline.co.uk/peugeot 


Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (l/100km) and CO 2 emissions (g/km) for the 108 range are: Urban 52.3 - 62.8 (5.4 - 4.5), Extra Urban 74.3 - 83.1 (3.8 - 3.4), Combined 65.7 - 74.3 (4.3 - 4.1) and CO 2 99 - 88 (g/km). 

MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only, and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. #Terms and conditions apply, participating dealers only orvisitwww.peugeot.co.uk. + The first year Road 
Fund Licence (RFL) is included in the on the road price. The Dealer will provide customers with a cheque equivalent to twice the current RFL cost. The customer must apply for years 2 and 3 RFL. Just Add Fuel (JAF) is subject to status. *Minimumage21,25or30on selected 
models, maximum age 75. Policyholder must have a minimum of 2 years NCD to use on the vehicle. All drivers must meet eligibility criteria including minimum 2 years' full UK licence, driving convictions/claims limits. Excesses apply. 3 years motor insurance is provided and 
underwritten by UK Insurance Limited, which is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A guarantee may be required, Written quotations available from Peugeot Financial 
Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, RedhiLL, RH1 1QA. JAF is incorporated into a Personal Lease contract. 108 Active 3dr 1.0 68 in Diamond White, customer initial rental £1500, 35 monthly rentals payable, optional final rental £5096. If you choose to pay the optional final 
rental, you can pay an annual rental equivalent to one of your monthly rentals but will not own the car. Ownership is possible with JAF Passport, ask us for details. Rentals quoted for a typical customer and will vary according to age, postcode, initial rental and annual mileage. 
Excess mileage charges may apply. Routine servicing included only. Excludes wear parts. This offer is not available in Northern Ireland. Offer available on cars ordered by 31/12/14. Calls may be recorded for training purposes. Information correct at time of going to press. 



AS GOOD 


ONCE 

IN A LIFETIME 

CORSA EXCITE 

~ £ 7,995 


Comes loaded with exciting features... 

16” alloy wheels, mobile phone system with Bluetooth® 
connection, USB connection with MP3 control, electric adjustable 
and heated door mirrors,steering wheel audio controls, leather 
steering wheel, front fog lights 


Perrys Sittingbourne 

01795 374 231 

www.perrys.co.uk/sittingbourne-vauxhall 


TWICE THREE 


CORSA LIMITED EDITION 
ClOO PER MONTH 

jT* I With £199 customer deposit* 


Comes loaded with exciting features... 

17” Twin spoke black alloy wheels, body colour sports front lower spoiler, 
side sills, rear lower skirts, rear spoiler, sports suspension, air conditioning, 
cruise control, front fog lights 


Available 
with up to 
3 years 


London Road, 
Bapchild, 
Sittingbourne, 
Kent, 

ME9 9AQ 


APR 

REPRESENTATIVE* 


TIMES ANTARA 

ANTARA EXCLUSIV 

“£ 15,995 

SAVE £5,070_~ 


Comes loaded with exciting features... 

17” alloy wheels, mobile phone system with Bluetooth®, USB 
connection with MP3 control, front and rear parking distance 
sensors, cruise control, Electronic Stability Programme, 
traction control 


VAUXHALL 


*0ffer subject to availability at participating retailers only. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. 
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MALI 



By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


it For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 





PROGRESS: Smart 
new Corsa could be 
set to be Vauxhall’s 
trump card as it 
could outstrip sales of 
previous incarnation. 


T HERE is usually a groan when a new 
car model is presented to journalists 
as showing “evolution rather than 
revolution”. 

It’s because we cynical scribes hear 
different phrases like “the accountants wouldn’t 
let us build an all-new car” or “we didn’t want to 
be brave” and so on. 

In the case of the new Vauxhall Corsa though, I 
junked my prejudices and recognised “evolution” 
was the right word; the new Corsa, does indeed 
echo its predecessor in styling, with family over¬ 
tones added from the elegant Astra and Insignia. 

But it is a classier execution than before in 
looks and build quality and, even if the stylists 
have been less bold, the car’s underpinnings 
and quality are more revolutionary, and there’s 
more interior space front and back. 

The new Corsa line-up also boasts an all-new 
three-cylinder 1.0-litre turbocharged petrol en¬ 
gine; ‘three-pot’ units are a Holy Grail for manu¬ 
facturers, being cheap to build, compact and 
delivering many operating efficiencies, but 
they can be noisy so-and-sos due to the inherent 
imbalance through having an odd number of 
cylinders - I previously describes one such 
engine as sounding like angry pheasants caged 


under the bonnet. 

No such ‘fowl-up’ with the Corsa though; the 
engineers have done a wonderful job of smooth¬ 
ing the eccentricities of three pistons driving the 
crankshaft, to create an engine that is smooth, 
lively and economical. 

Indeed, it rather upstages the tried and tested 


1.2 and 1.4-litre petrol and 1.3-litre diesel units 
also offered in the newcomer. 

All are well capable though of making use 
of a well-ordered suspension geared specifically 
to UK roads. New Corsa prices start at a 
competitive £8,995, with first deliveries in 
January. 
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Motability 

• ^ The leading car scheme for disabled people 



Personal Contract Hire - Maintained* 

Volvo V40 D2 Cross Country SE Manual 

Contract length 

36 months 

Mileage per annum 

20,000 

Advance Payment 

£299 

Monthly rental 

Government funded mobility 
allowance is exchanged 


VAT payable at a rate of 20%, included in Advance Payment stated. Excess mileage charges may apply. 
Metallic paint included. 


MOTABILITY AT LIPSCOMB VOLVO CENTRES 
PUTTING YOUR NEEDS FIRST 


Like all the models in our Motability Range, the 
Volvo V40 Cross Country with Motability is designed to 
make your life easier, with a low Advance Payment 
and many adaptations - like push/pull hand 
controls - available at no extra cost. 

CONTACT LIPSCOMB VOLVO CENTRES 


Lipscomb Volvo Centres 


Lipscomb Maidstone 
ME20 7XA 
01622 238387 


www.lipscomb.co.uk 


Lipscomb Canterbury 
CT4 7HH 
01227 208516 


www.lipscomb.co.uk 


Lipscomb Ashford (Service Centre) 
TN233HZ 
01233 635661 
www.lipscomb.co.uk 


Official fuel consumption for the Volvo V40 Cross Country in MPG (1/1 00 
km): Urban 24.4 (1 1.6) - 67.3 (4.2), Extra Urban 44.1 (6.4) - 80.7 (3.5), 
Combined 34.0 (8.3) - 74.3 (3.8). C0 2 Emissions 194 - 99g/km. MPG 
figures are obtained from laboratory testing intended for comparisons 
between vehicles and may not reflect real driving results. 


The offer is available on Contract Hire terms only. Personal use only. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. 

* Advance Payment of £299 is for the Volvo V40 D2 Cross Country SE manual. Initial payment as displayed, followed by 35 monthly rentals. Vehicle returned at contract end must be within contracted 
mileage to avoid further charges. Excess mileage charges 5p + VAT per mile. Subject to availability at participating dealers. Not available with other promotions. Motability Contract Hire is provided by 
Motability Operations, City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. 

Offer available to Motability customers only. Offers valid from 01/1 0/201 4 to 31 /I 2/201 4. For full terms and conditions visit volvocars.co.uk/motability. 
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Volvo puts pressure on German rivals 


Volvo has injected more ecopower into its slick best-selling V40 hatchback, 

. J r VolvoV40D4SELuxNav 

attracting company user choosers and private buyers alike ... Price: £27,770 

Driving appeal: ★★★★★ 



V OLVO kicked off the 
premium hatchback 
game way back in 1972 
with its 1800ES sports 
model. 

Its all-glass tailgate then became a 
signature feature for the Swedish 
premium marque, reprised on the 
1980s 480 sporting estate, and 
recent C30 coupe hatch. 

So, while German premium brands 
laud their new hatchback models, 
remember who started the trend, 
and now upholds it with the V40 
five-door hatchback (from £18,995). 

Admittedly, a glass tailgate has been 
omitted in favour of a more conventional 
one to go with it’s V for versatile model 
prefix, but everything else about the 
V40’s low slung five-door coupe shape 
says sporty, enhanced by two flagship 
trims: R-Design (from £21,295) for a 
restrained performance look with 
re-styled bumpers and extra smart 
alloys, and Cross-Country (from 
£23,330) for the sporty off-roader image. 

Both treatments enhance the 
V40’s attractions for not much more 
money, though the Cross Country’s 
‘rough, tough’ styling add-ons must 
not be mistaken for genuine off-road 
ability; it still doesn’t really have the 
ground clearance, though an 


all-wheel drive version is available. 

What will be more worrying to 
Volvo’s German rivals though is the 
latest in an array of efficient Drive-E 
engines that have enabled Volvo to 
make great inroads into the com¬ 
pany car market as well as recruit 
new buyers. 


The new unit, tested here, is the 
powerful 190bhp D4 Drive-E diesel 
available on the V40 from £24,570 
and offering a road tax exempt 99g/ 
km C02 emissions and official 
combined 74.3mpg consumption, 
while still good for a lively 0-62mph 
in just 7.4 seconds. 



Fortunately, the V40 is blessed 
with a good ride plus sharp handling 
when required, so you can happily 
exploit the D4 unit’s extra power, 
delivered with a smoothness and 
economy that would have seemed 
impossible just 10 years ago. 

Inside the V40, everything looks 


Image: 

★★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: Audi A3 Sportback 


built to last in typical Volvo fashion, 
except that the brand adds flair to a 
cabin nowadays and this includes the 
now familiar ‘flying centre console’ 
with a cubby hole behind; in truth, 
this feature doesn’t deliver much 
space or handiness but it’s a unique 
selling point and rather elegant. 

And while you might expect 
practicality to suffer from the V40’s 
sweeping rear end, leg and head- 
room is sufficient and load space 
competitive with obvious rivals. 

It goes without saying that this 
latest Volvo is also one of the safest 
cars available: the V40 posted the 
highest ever score in the Euro NCAP 
safety test, which translates into low 
insurance and high reassurance. 

So, if you want to downsize and 
retain comfort, image and space - 
plus extra power from that versatile 
new D4 engine - check out the V40. 



YOUR LOCAL DEALER FOR MEDWAY, FIND US ON THE A2 IN RAINHAM 


Hidsons 

30 London Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 6YX 01634 376526 
www.hidsons.co.uk/vauxhaU 
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TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE: 0845 671 4460 

EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk ONLINE: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


Volunteer Centre 


DOVER DISTRICT 
VOLUNTEER CENTRE 

Part Time Volunteer Administrator (16 
hours) 

Salary £14880 p.a. (pro rata) 

One Year Appointment 
(initially, subject to funding) 

We are looking for an enthusiastic and 
motivated person to join our small team based 
in Deal. Reporting to the Head of Volunteering, 
you will be recruiting and supporting 
volunteers throughout the Dover District. This 
role includes record keeping and reporting to 
our funders on a regular basis. Also assisting 
with the production of minutes, reports and a 
bi-annual newsletter. You will need excellent 
communication skills and be IT literate. 

For an application pack please contact 
office@ddvc.org.uk or phone 01304 36789. 
Closing date for applications 
23rd December 2104. 

Interviews: 13th January 2015 


PLANNING 


Folkestone 

i-rw-T li.* 


THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y14/1316/SH - 23 - 25 The Old High Street Folkestone Kent 
CT20 1RL - Listed building consent for the demolition and 
rebuilding of a chimney stack 

Y14/1357/SH+ - Summer Court Whitegates Close Hythe Kent 
CT21 6AZ - Works to an Ash tree situated within a conservation 
area comprising the reduction of the crown by approximately 8 
metres and removal of lower overhanging branches 
Y14/1359/SH - Tree Cottage Church Road Lydd Romney 
Marsh Kent - Works to trees situated within a conservation area 
comprising the felling of a Conifer and the pollarding to previous 
pollarding points of three Sycamores 

Y14/1365/SH - Grove House Canterbury Road Etchinghill 
Folkestone Kent - Felling of two Cherries and 2 Birch trees and 
various pruning works to an Indian Bean Tree, seven Birch, a 
Cherry and a Mountain Ash, all subject of Tree Preservation Order 
No. 1 of 2014 

Y14/1338/SH - Land Adjacent Princess Royal 28 South Street 
Folkestone Kent - Pollarding of five Sycamore trees to a height 
of 5 metres, all situated within a conservation area 
Representations can be made in writing either on line on 
the Council’s website, by email to planning@shepway.gov. 
uk or in writing to the Head of Planning and Environmental 
Health, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY. Please always quote the 
application reference number. Comments should be made in 
writing within 21 days from the date of publication. Please note 
that any representations received will be publically viewable on 
the Council’s website. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition 
to the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications are marked as 
follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New 
Romney 

+ - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 
The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions 
of the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

Note: This is not a full list of applications received. All planning 
applications can be viewed and comments made online at 
http://searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning and Environmental Health 
Shepway District Council 


PLEASE MENTION THIS 
PAPER WHEN REPLYING TO 
THESE ADVERTISEMENTS 


HIGHWAYS 


|^( HIGHWAYS 

AGENCY 


M2 MOTORWAY JUNCTIONS 4 - 6 
TEMPORARY TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS 

Notice is hereby given that the Secretary of State for Transport 
intends to make an Order on the M2 Motorway, in the County of 
Kent, under section 14(1)(a) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1984 because works are proposed to be executed on the road. 
The effect of the Order would be - 

(a) to impose an overnight temporary mandatory 50mph 

speed restriction on - 

(i) the eastbound carriageway of the M2 between Forge 
Lane overbridge and the tip of the nosing of the ‘on’ 
slip road at Junction 5 (A249), 

(ii) both carriageways of the M2 between Primrose Lane 
overbridge and 1004 metres east of Sawpit Road 
overbridge, 

(iii) the eastbound carriageway of the M2 between the tip 
of the nosing of the ‘off’ slip road at Junction 6 (A251) 
and Selling Road overbridge, 

(iv) the westbound carriageway of the M2 between Selling 
Road overbridge and the tip of the nosing of the ‘on’ 
slip road at Junction 6 (A251), and 

(v) the westbound carriageway of the M2 between 
Vinsons Farm underbridge and Bull Lane; 

(b) to authorise the overnight closures of the following: 

(i) in phases the eastbound carriageway of the M2 
between the tip of the nosing of the ‘off’ slip road at 
Junction 4 (A278) and the tip of the nosing of the ‘on’ 
slip road at Junction 6 (A251), 

(ii) the westbound carriageway of the M2 between the 
tip of the nosing of the ‘off’ slip road at Junction 6 
(A251) and the tip of the nosing of the ‘on’ slip road at 
Junction 4 (A278), and 

(iii) all slip roads leading to and from the carriageways 
described at (b)(i) and (b)(ii) above; and 

(c) to authorise overnight hard shoulder running on both 

carriageways of the M2 between points 500 metres east 

and 500 west of Bottom Pond underbridge. 

These measures would be in the interest of road safety 
while contractors undertake resurfacing, structure works, 
reinstallation of studs and loops and all associated 
carriageway work. 

It is expected that the work would take place for 
approximately 4 14 months starting on or after Monday 
19 January 2015 between 20:00 and 06:00 (maximum period). 
The Order would come into force on 17 January 2015 and 
have a maximum duration of eighteen months. 

During the closures outlined above, traffic affected would be 
diverted using the A229, M20, A249, A20, A252 and the A251. 

The diversion route would vary depending on the closure in place. 
Traffic at Medway Services wanting the Travel Lodge would need 
to follow the signed diversion route at Medway Services. 

The temporary mandatory speed restrictions, slip road 
closures, hard shoulder running, carriageway closures and 
diversion routes would be clearly indicated by traffic signs 
when they are in operation during the works period. 

D Walker, Network Delivery & Development, Highways 
Agency, Department for Transport, Ref: HA/SE/2014/M2/164 
Enquiries relating to this notice may be made in writing to 
Mr B Vishnubala, Network Delivery & Development, at the 
Highways Agency, Federated House, London Road, Dorking, 
Surrey, RH4 1SZ (e-mail: bala.vishnubala@highways.gsi.gov.uk) 
or by telephoning 01306 878 114. http://www.highways.gov.uk 
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Sport 

TV deal to screen 
Whites v Palace 


Dover Athletic will pocket £144,000 for FA Cup TV coverage 



CRABBLE: Set to see a sell-out crowd when the Eagles come to town 


Pictures: ADYKERRY 


Football 


By Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk 


DOVER Athletic are set to see one of 
the club’s biggest ever paydays, after 
it was announced they will pocket a 
cool £144,000 for their eagerly an¬ 
ticipated FA Cup third round clash 
with Crystal Palace. 

The cash from the Football Associ¬ 
ation comes after the game was se¬ 
lected to be televised live. 

The rights for the knock-out tour¬ 
nament are shared between the BBC 
and BT Sport. 

Dover’s clash with the Eagles will 
be shown live on BT Sport 1 when the 
game kicks off at 1pm on Sunday, 
January 4. 

BT Sport is certainly no stranger to 


the county. It was at Maidstone Unit¬ 
ed’s Gallagher Stadium last month to 
watch the Ryman League side tri¬ 
umph in their first round tie replay 
with Stevenage. 

The Crabble is set to sell out its ca¬ 
pacity, which it confirmed will be 
5,745 for the match. 

Ticket prices for the match were 
confirmed on Friday as £20 for the 
terraces and £25 for seating. The 
match will be all-ticket and none will 
be available on the day. Palace fans 
have been allocated the Town and 
Family stands. 

Splitting gate receipts, increased 
merchandise and refreshment sales, 
along with prize money already se¬ 
cured for reaching this round of the 
tournament could mean Dover are fi¬ 
nally looking at the cup run netting 
them closer to £250,000. 

Dover were drawn against Palace 
during the live televised cup draw on 


Monday night. It sent the club - and 
the town - into raptures. Dover were 
the only non-league club left in the 
competition to be drawn against Pre¬ 
mier League opposition. 

Dover manager Chris Kinnear said 
of the draw: “It’s great. They are our 
nearest Premier League club in south 
London so it should be a great day.” 

Tickets will go on general sale on 
Friday, December 19, for two days ini¬ 
tially. 

Crabble will be open between 11am 
and 2pm, and 5pm and 7pm on Fri¬ 
day and on Saturday between 9am 
and noon. Tickets are limited to four 
per perons. 

Season ticket holders get the first 
chance to secure a seat on Wednes¬ 
day and Thursday. They can buy one 
ticket per person. 

The remaining tickets will go on 
sale during the Whites’ Boxing Day 
clash with Welling United. 


Day era dawns at Fleet as Welling boss snared 


EBBSFLEET United have ended 
weeks of speculation by confirming 
they have hired Welling United boss 
Jamie Day as their new manager. 

The 35-year-old was appointed on 
Wednesday. He was one of the earli¬ 
est names suggested for the post. 

He becomes the full-time replace¬ 
ment to Steve Brown who was 
sacked by the club at the end of last 
month. 

Fleet vice chairman, Peter Varney, 
said the board were happy with the 
appointment. 

He said: “The owner and the board 
opted not to advertise the role as 
having considered the potential can¬ 
didates, they were unanimous that 
Jamie Day was the only candidate 
they wished to initially discuss the 
vacancy with. 

“The discussions with Welling 



EBBSFLEET: Poached former 
Welling manager Jamie Day 


United have been amicable and we 
have reached a compensation pack¬ 
age acceptable to both clubs.” 


Mr Varney also praised Day, say¬ 
ing that he believed that the new 
manager would be able to lead the 
Fleet to victory. 

He said: “Jamie has done an abso¬ 
lutely brilliant job at Welling over 
the past five years and we believe he 
is the right man to bring success to 
the club. 

“He will have the full backing of 
the owner to do just that.” 

Ironically, Ebbsfleet entertained 
Welling on Saturday in the FA Tro¬ 
phy. The result was after his newspa¬ 
per went to press. 

Day, however, watched the game 
from the stands and let interim boss 
Daryl McMahon take charge. 

Added Varney: “I cannot speak 
highly enough of Daryl. 

“He stepped up to the plate and did 
what he believed was best.” 


(7^__ j_ V i. »Emailsports@kosmedia.co.uk 
QpOlT dnorts or call Jamie Weir on 01233 653481 


Funding wins Nevill a 
return for one-day ties 


TUNBRIDGE Wells is set to once again 
host the money-spinning short form of the 
domestic cricket game this season. 

Kent confirmed on Friday the Nevill will 
host three fixtures for 2015, marking a 
return to the ground hosting Natwest T20 
Blast and Royal London One-Day Cup 
cricket in July 

Funding has been secured to install a 
temporary stand, making the operation of 
the shorter forms of the game viable. 

The stand has been underwritten by 
local businessman Freddie Cook, 

Mr Cook said: “I was saddened when 
the festival was retrenched last year and 
was determined to ensure that the festival 
was maintained and in fact restored to its 
former glory. 

“For the good of cricket throughout 
west Kent, it is important we have a full 
cricket festival.” 

The ground will host one-day games 
with Essex and Glamorgan to book-end a 
four-day County Championship match 
with Essex. 



FAST: Kent will play Essex and 
Glamorgan at the Nevill 



DISCO: Walked after disagreeing with the manager 

Disco Douglas dances 
off after row with boss 


INVICTA Dynamos’ goalie, Chris 
‘Disco’ Douglas, has walked away 
from the Gillingham club after a 
heated ‘discussion’ with Mos’ head 
coach, Kevin Parrish. 

Parrish said: “We’ll probably keep 
it in house as to what exactly has 
occurred but the end result is that 
Chris has decided to leave the 
Dynamos. It’s unfortunate that it has 
happened and we have lost a very, 
very good goalie but things like this 
take place in hockey and now we’ll 
have to move on.” 

With Douglas moving on after 61 


appearances for the Dynamos, the 
team are in need of someone in goal. 

Mark Lee and Steve Nightingale 
will be sharing netminding duties 
for the time being, but neither can go 
full time for the team. 

But Parrish says the hunt is on to 
find a replacement for Disco, and 
shouldn’t take too long. 

He said: “The loss of Chris 
Douglas means I’m looking for a new 
goalie. I’ve already been in contact 
with a couple of guys so, with a bit of 
luck, we will hopefully have another 
player in place for next weekend.” 


Take tea with Kent cricket legend 


FORMER Kent and England fast 
bowler, turned umpire, Martin 
Saggers, is going to be making a 
return to the Spitfire Ground, St 
Lawrence next month. 

Saggers will be holding an 
informal gathering where he will 
share his experiences of making the 
transition from being a professional 
cricketer to umpire. 


The afternoon tea gathering will 
take place at 2.30pm on January 20, 
2015. 

Each afternoon tea ticket costs £8 
and will include tea, coffee and 
scones. 

To book, ring Matt Kingsland 
01227 473 612 (weekdays 9am-5pm) 
or e-mail sales-thespitfireground@ 
centerplate.co.uk 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

¥ Twitter @KentSport f Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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Interest Free 

0%APR 

Representative Finance 

On Our Entire Used Stock 



^ 09 59 Audi A3 1.6 Sportback 5dr 

3 51,253 Miles available with interest free credit 


11 61 Ford Fusion 1.6 Titanium 5dr 

r 21,865 Miles available with interest free credit 


1313 Ford Kuga 2.0TDCi Titanium X 5dr 

7,107 Miles available with interest free credit 


11 61 Land Rover Range Rover Sport 3dr 

24,702 Miles available with interest free credit 


1111 Mercedes-Benz C Class 2.1 CDi B 

■ 25,679 Miles available with interest free credit 


11 61 Skoda Fabia 1.2 S5dr 

\ 10,360 Miles available with interest free credit 


11 61 Vauxhall Meriva 1.7CDTi SE 5dr 

:J 12,570 Miles available with interest free credit 


! Choice of 4 BMWs from 
= ' ■" available with interest free credit 


Choice of 6 Ford Fiestas from 
^ available with interest free credit 


£ 9,841 


£ 8,592 


£ 22,364 


£ 37,643 


£ 18,064 


£ 8,842 


£ 9,122 


£ 15,812 


£ 6,651 


r 

, 1 v Choice of 3 Hondas from 


*-i 

L AVAILABLE WITH INTEREST FREE CREDIT 

£ 20,702 



Choice of 2 Infinrtis from 

AVAILABLE WITH INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


Choice of 2 Jeep Grand Cherokees from 

AVAILABLE WITH INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


£ 27,742 


£ 33,653 


over 

3 0 

cars on site 


Interest Free 

0%APR 

Representative 

FINANCE 

plans available 



BARNES 


V V 1-). 


y deals 
S Massif 


choice 


AUTO 

STORE 

There’s a great deal in store for you 

If you’re looking for choice, value and quality then Barnes Auto Store has to be 
on your shopping list. With over 300 used cars from just £1999, the Auto Store 
has a car for everyone. Add great savings, affordable finance packages and 
generous part exchange allowances and the value becomes simply unbeatable. 



Choice of 2 Kias from 

AVAILABLE WITH INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


Choice of 2 MGs from 

AVAILABLE WITH INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


Choice of 2 Minis from 

AVAILABLE WITH INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


Choice of 28 Nissan Jukes from 

AVAILABLE WITH INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


Choice of 4 Peugeots from 

AVAILABLE WITH INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


Choice of 3 Renaults from 

AVAILABLE WITH INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


Choice of 3 Subarus from 

\ ■ AVAILABLE WITH INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


OS 




Choice of 15 Vauxhall Astras from 

AVAILABLE WITH INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


Choice of 26 Vauxhall Corsas from 

AVAILABLE WITH INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


Choice of 7 Vauxhall Insignias from 

AVAILABLE WITH INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


Choice of 11 Vauxhall Zafiras from 

AVAILABLE WITH INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


Choice of 2 Volkswagen Polos from 

AVAILABLE WITH INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


Choice of 2 Volvos from 

AVAILABLE WITH INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


All makes 
and models 

from only 

£1999 


£ 8,642 


£ 6,983 


£ 8,711 


£ 7,472 


£ 6,931 


£ 7,731 


£ 14,811 


£ 5,571 


£ 7,794 


£ 10,474 


£ 8,233 


£ 8,473 


£ 10,082 



BuySure 


Barnes Auto Store 


Cb 


Part of 

FGBarnesGroup 

Delivering excellence since 1899 



Sutton Road, Parkwood, Maidstone 
Kent ME15 9YF 
Telephone: 01622 755531 

www.barnesautostore.co.uk 



EASY TO FIND WITH 
SATELLITE NAVIGATION 


JUST ENTER 
THE POSTCODE 

ME159YF 



Cars shown for illustration purposes only. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. You will not own the vehicle until all payments are made. 18s and over. Guarantee / indemnity may be required. 
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